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Room 31’s 
Information Station
September 2nd-11th, 2014
***Please note: this newsletter is for the end of this cycle week and the next cycle week!  We use a 6 day cycle week**
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Curriculum Highlights
Reading Street
Throughout the first month of school we will be reviewing many skills taught in kindergarten.  During the next two cycles, we will be reading the stories “Sam” and “Snap”.  Listed below are some specific skills we will focus on during the next two cycles:
· Letters/sounds: m, s, t, c, p, n, short vowel a
· Amazing words:  These are words that we learn to enrich our written and spoken vocabulary.  Our new words for the next two weeks are: furniture, tidy, unwind, cozy, middle, straw, yawn, adult, childhood, depend, portrait, gallery, entertain, scurry
· *Note:amazing words will not be assessed

· High-frequency words:  These are words that your child will be expected to read automatically. The words underlined 
are for the first cycle week and the words not underlined are the words to know for the following cycle week.  The words for the next two cycle weeks are:  a, green, I, see, we, like, one, the.  I know these words are simple to recognize, so use the flashcards to practice reading the words in the sentences/phrases on each card and/or practice spelling the words/sentences for an added challenge.
· We will work on building fluency when we read and thinking critically after we read.

· We will discuss characters, setting and plot of a book.
· In writing, we will compare narrative stories and expository text. We will also discuss author’s purpose.
· We will discuss nouns.
· We will be writing a complete sentence.
· We will be writing with spaces between words. 

· We will review that every sentence begins with a capital letter and ends with a stop sign (period, exclamation point, or question mark).
*As each cycle week concludes, your child will be coming home with a stapled packet of papers (I call them their “phonics packet”) that we worked on during reading time.  Some of these pages may not be completed either because I may have felt they were too easy, we completed them in whole group using the smart board and/or we didn’t have time to complete them. It is up to you if you would like your child to complete them at home. These are your packets to keep at home.  
*The first DIBELS assessment took place yesterday (the 28th).  Students were assessed on letter naming fluency, phoneme segmentation, and nonsense words.  These results will be indicators as to which students will qualify for reading intervention.  More assessments will be done over the next few weeks.
Handwriting
As we learn a new letter/sound, we will also learn how to properly write that letter using the lines as guides.  
Math- Unit 1: Establishing Routines
The next two weeks will focus on:

· one more/one less number stories
· comparing numbers

· recording tally counts

· investigating equally likely outcomes

· the calendar

· working in small groups

· exploring math materials

Please see the homework section of the newsletter for due dates.  The first math homework assignment will start with lesson 1.8. Please keep in the mind that your child should complete the appropriate Homelink the night before it is due.  I teach the lesson at school and then expect the children to apply what was taught by completing the homelink later that night.  I will send home all the homelinks for these two cycle weeks but keep in mind that your child should only complete it the night before it is due(see homework section in our newsletter). Your child will need to put his/her name on each Homelink.  Please have your child complete all homework with a pencil.  I encourage you to add the due date to the top of the Homelink so you know when your child needs to turn it in!!  If you have questions about this procedure, please don’t hesitate to email me. 
Social Studies/Science
Unit: Team Building & Second Step
Second Step HomeLinks will be sent home as soon I get them back from the print shop. We will be completing Unit 1, lessons 1-6.  These Homelinks are optional.  You do not need to send them back to school.  My purpose in sending them home is to inform you on what your child is learning about in Second Step. 
Other Information
· No school on Friday, the 29th or Monday, the 1st.  Enjoy your long weekend!!!

· High frequency word cards were sent home earlier this week.  These words should be kept at home and practiced daily. I will assess your child on his or her ability to read these words throughout the year.
· Room 31 has voted on our first class party!  We are working toward a pajama party!! What fun!!!
· Mr. Kramer (our assistant principal) will be reading to us on Wednesday, 9/3.  
· Please remember to send your child’s library books to school on library day (day#5).  Also, please remember to wear sneakers on gym days (days #1 & 4). 
· If you did not return the pink “Welcome 1st Grade Parents” form, the pink “Letter to Me” form, blue emergency card, white parent/guardian & student acknowledgment signature page, and the PTO forms, please return a.s.a.p. 
· First grade is a huge adjustment for the children.  Please expect your child to come home quite tired (and hungry; maybe even irritable) when getting home from school.  Your child may need extra rest these first few weeks of school.  

· The September calendar is attached.  I will be sending a calendar home each month with Room 31’s special activities.  Please keep this calendar for the whole month so you are aware of events and due dates.  Thanks!

· The next newsletter packet will be sent home on Friday, September 12th.
Homework

· check box when completed
· Homelink 1.8 - due 9-9
· Homelink 1.9 - due 9-10
· Homelink 1.10 - due 9-11
· Presenting book – due 9-12

· Homelink 1.11- due 9-12
· Family Times Reading Homework – to be completed on a nightly basis but doesn’t need to be returned to school.  
· Please be sure you are reading EVERY night! Whether you are doing the reading or your child is reading, READING TOGETHER is so important in first grade!! In a few weeks, I will begin differentiated reading groups and your child will have reading homework. 
