Virginia History

Ms. K. Moore

Course Description: 


Virginia History will explore history from European contact to the present day in the state of Virginia, with emphasis given to Southampton County when possible.  This class will expose students to information that is part of the current US History SOL curriculum.  Instructions will be able to spend more time on those events that affected Virginia and paralleled US History.  Field trips to various county sites (Nat Turner’s Insurrection Path, Agricultural Museum, etc) and state sites (Jamestown, Williamsburg, etc.) may be used to further student understanding of the various time periods.  This course will better prepare students for content in the US History course that is currently required for graduation.   

Prerequisite: None

Textbook:  None

Virginia History Standards of Learning

Though there are no SOLs for this high school course, the following elementary SOLs are used to guide and facilitate classroom instruction.  There is no SOL End of Course test for this class

Skills

VS 1  The student will develop skills for historical and geographical analysis including the ability to


a.  identify and interpret artifacts and primary and secondary source documents



to understand events in history;


b.  determine cause and effect relationships;


c.  compare and contrast historical events;


d.  draw conclusions and make generalizations;


e.  make connections between past and present;


f.  sequence events in Virginia history;


g.  interpret ideas and events from different historical perspectives;


h.  evaluate and discuss issues orally and in writing;


i.  analyze and interpret maps to explain relationships among landforms, water



features, climactic characteristics, and historical events.
Virginia:  The Land and Its First Inhabitants

VS 2  The student will demonstrate knowledge of the geography and early inhabitants of

Virginia by


a.  locating Virginia and its bordering states on maps of the United States;


b.  locating and describing Virginia’s Coastal Plain (Tidewater), Piedmont, 



Blue Ridge Mountains, Valley and Ridge, and Appalachian Plateau;


c.  locating and identifying water features important to the early history of 



Virginia (Atlantic Ocean, Chesapeake Bay, James River, York River,



Potomac River, and Rappahannock River);


d.  locating three American Indian (First American) language groups (the



Algonquian, the Siouan, and the Iroquoian) on a map of Virginia;


e.  describing how American Indians (First Americans) adapted to the climate



and their environment to secure food, clothing, and shelter.

Colonization and Conflict: 1607 through the American Revolution

VS 3  The student will demonstrate knowledge of the first permanent English settlement in America by


a.  explaining the reasons for English colonization;


b.  describing how geography influenced the decision to settle at Jamestown;


c.  identifying the importance of the charters of the Virginia Company of London



in establishing the Jamestown settlement;  


d.  identifying the importance of the Virginia General Assembly (1619) as the



first representative legislative body in English America;


e.  identifying the importance of the arrival of Africans and women to the



Jamestown settlement;


f.  describing the hardships faced by settlers at Jamestown and the changes



that took place to ensure survival;


g.  describing the interactions between the English settlers and the Powhatan



people, including the contributions of the Powhatan to the survival



of the settlers.

VS 4  The student will demonstrate knowledge of life in the Virginia colony by


a.  explaining the importance of agriculture and its influence on the institution



of slavery;


b.  describing how European (English, Scotch-Irish, German) immigrants,



Africans, and American Indians (First Americans) influenced the 



cultural landscape and changed the relationship between the Virginia



colony and England;


c.  explaining how geography influenced the relocation of Virginia’s capital



from Jamestown to Williamsburg to Richmond;


d.  describing how money, barter, and credit were used.

VS 5  The student will demonstrate knowledge of the role of Virginia in the American Revolution by


a.  identifying the reasons why the colonies went to war with England as 



expressed in the Declaration of Independence;


b.  identifying the various roles played by Virginians in the Revolutionary



War era, with emphasis on George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,



and Patrick Henry;


c.  identifying the importance of the American victory at Yorktown.

Political Growth and Western Expansion: 1781 to the Mid 1800s

VS 6  The student will demonstrate knowledge of the role of Virginia in the establishment of the new American nation by


a.  explaining why George Washington is called the “Father of Our Country”



and James Madison is called the “Father of the Constitution”;


b.  identifying the ideas of George Mason and Thomas Jefferson as expressed



in the Virginia Declaration of Rights and the Virginia Statute of Religious



Freedom;


c.  explaining the influence of geography on the migration of Virginians into



western territories.     

Civil War and Post-War Era

VS7  The student will demonstrate knowledge of the issues that divided our nation and led to the Civil War by


a.  identifying the events and differences between northern and southern states



that divided Virginians and led to secession, war, and the creation of



West Virginia;


b.  describing Virginia’s role in the war, including identifying major battles that



took place in Virginia.

VS 8  The student will demonstrate knowledge of the reconstruction of Virginia following the Civil War by


a.  identifying the effects of Reconstruction on life in Virginia;


b.  identifying the effects of segregation and “Jim Crow” on life in Virginia;


c.  describing the importance of railroads, new industries, and the growth of



cities to Virginia’s economic development.

Virginia: 1900 to the Present
VS 9  The student will demonstrate knowledge of twentieth century Virginia by


a.  describing the economic and social transition from a rural, agricultural 



society to a more urban, industrialized society, including the reasons



people came to Virginia from other states and countries;


b.  identifying the social and political events in Virginia linked to desegregation



and Massive Resistance and their relationship to national history;


c.  identifying the political, social, and/or economic contributions made by



Maggie Walker, Harry F. Byrd, Sr., Arthur Ashe, Jr., and L. Douglas



Wilder.

VS 10  The student will demonstrate knowledge of government, geography, and economics by


a.  identifying the three branches of Virginia government and the function of



each;


b.  describing the major products and industries of Virginia’s five geographic



regions;


c.  explaining how advances in transportation, communications, and technology



have contributed to Virginia’s prosperity and role in the global economy.

Pacing Guide:  The following units will be covered in the time period indicated.  This is a tentative schedule and may be changed to reflect school activities/events.

Virginia Geography





Week 1

Native Virginians





Week 2

Colonization






Weeks 3 and 4 

Colonial Period





Weeks 5 and 6

American Revolution





Weeks 7 and 8

Confederation to Federalism




Weeks 9 and 10

Westward Expansion/French and Indian War

Weeks 11 and 12

Antebellum Virginia





Week 13

Civil War






Weeks 14 and 15

Reconstruction





Week 16

From 1900 to the Present Day



Week 17

Virginia Government





Week 18

Attendance:
1.  BE ON TIME!!

2.  Three unexcused TARDIES equals one day’s absence.

3.  If a student misses more than eight days of class without an approved note, the student will not receive credit for the class.

4.  Be seated before the tardy bell.  Failure to do so will result in an unexcused tardy.

5.  Once the tardy bell rings, students will not be allowed to leave the room unless it is an emergency.  Students will not be issued passes to the library, guidance, lockers, or phone.  Students are not allowed to go to other teacher’s classrooms without a note from that teacher.  Bathroom passes will be written the last ten minutes of class.

6.  The bell is not a dismissal.  It is a signal for your instructor to close the lesson.  I will let you know when it is time to dismiss.  Students will not be released prior to the ringing of the bell no matter what time appears on the clock.
Required Materials:
1.  Each student should bring the following materials to class EVERY DAY:


3 ring binder


#2 pencil


blue/black ink pen

highlighter

2.  ALWAYS bring required materials to class.  These materials WILL NOT be provided for you.

3.  Notebooks:



a.  Notebooks should be divided into the following four sections using section



dividers:  notes/handouts, quizzes/class work, projects, and tests


b.  As assignments are returned students are expected to place them in 



chronological order in the appropriate section of their notebook.


c.  Pages of notes should be numbered, dated, and in the student’s hand-



writing.  Handouts may also be numbered.


d.  Notebooks may be graded at any given time but will be graded at least



twice during the course.


e.  All course materials will be collected at the end of the semester.

Make Up Work:
1.  If you are absent you are responsible for making up your assignments, including notes, on your own time – not during class!!
2.  I will be available in the mornings for make-up work or tutoring from 7:15 am until 7:40 am. I will be available Tuesday afternoons for make up work or tutoring from 2:45 until 3:15 p.m. Students should have a ride available at that time.  If more time is needed, students need to make prior arrangements with me.  Work can also be made up on activity days.

3.  If you are absent on test day, you need to make arrangements to make up your test.  Make up tests will be a different format than the regularly scheduled test.  All make up tests will be essays.

Classroom Conduct:
1.  I will not take late work.  If an assignment is made, it is due on the date specified.  This applies to papers, projects, and assignment issued with advanced notice.  Students may always turn work in early. Students should not turn assignments in to my mailbox in the office.  All assignments should be turned in to the instructor.

2.  Students should write their names on all assignments.  Failure to do so will result in no credit.

3.  Cheating will not be tolerated and will result in no credit.  Contributing to cheating will also result in no credit.  In addition, a referral will be written and a conference with your parents will be requested.  Cheating is defined as receiving any help on any assignment unless specifically instructed to do so. 

4.  Respect others in the room, especially when they are speaking.  You may not agree with what they are saying, but they do have the right to say it.  We can disagree in an adult manner.

5.  Students will not be permitted to chew gum, eat, or drink in the classroom.  Empty your mouth when you enter the room.  Failure to do so will result in disciplinary action.

6.  Students should take care of personal grooming in the restrooms between classes.  It is inappropriate to comb your hair, fix your make-up, or apply lotion in the classroom.

7.  You are responsible for all notes taken in class, all information contained in your text, and all information in films, filmstrips, and other audio-visual presentations.

8.  Students should turn off their cell phones before entering class.  I am required to confiscate any cell phone I see and/or hear.  Confiscated cell phones are turned into the office with a referral and may be retrieved by a parent at the end of the day.

9. Course materials, including the notebook, will be collected at the end of the course.  
Homework:
1.  You have homework every night.  Each night you should review your notes to make sure they are numbered and dated.  You should study the notes you take in class each night to make sure you understand the content.  The key to success in this class is nightly study and review.

Grading:
1.  Weighting of grades:


Tests: 35 %


Projects/Papers/Notebook:  20%


Daily: 45%

2.  Grading Scale:


A
93-100


B
85-92


C
77-84


D
70-76


F 
below 70

3.  All assignments should be completed.  Some assignments will be graded for completion and some assignments will be graded for correctness.  Students should always assume papers will be graded for correctness.  However, the type of grade will be left to the discretion of the instructor.

4.  Exam Exemption:  Students should note that the school provides a policy for exam exemption on the final exam.  According to that policy, students may be exempt if they have perfect attendance and a “C” average, have only missed one day and have a “B” average, or have missed no more than three days and have a 90 or higher average.  It is within the discretion of the teacher to deny exemption.  Students must turn in the notebook to be eligible for exam exemption.

5.  Extra Credit:  Students may read up to two extra AR books each semester to replace low classwork grades.  The student must first read the required books before turning in extra books.

6.  Averages:  Once I have received grading information from the office I will send home weekly progress reports, usually on Friday.  Parents are reminded to ask their students about grades and progress reports.  Parents that provide an e-mail address will receive automatic grade updates.

7.  If at any time you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call me here at school (653-2751) or contact me via e-mail (kmoore@southampton.k12.va.us). I look forward to working with you and your student
To the Parent of Virginia History Students: 
I am looking forward to working with your student this semester in Virginia History. While there is no SOL test for this class, it does prepare your student for U.S. History. Please be advised of the following: 

1. While your student will not have written homework very often, please encourage them to study every night. If they spend about ten minutes each night going over their notes from class, they will be better prepared for graded assignments. Students may find it helpful to engage in a variety of study techniques to help retain information. Flashcards, highlighting, pneumonic devices, and oral questioning may all be helpful. 

2. Parents can now access Power School via the Parental Portal. This will allow parents to see their student’s grades. Please come by the Guidance Department to receive your pass code and instructions in how to use the program. If you ever have any questions regarding grades, assignments, or anything else, please feel free to call me at school (653-2751). 

3. Information regarding class and student activities may be reviewed by visiting the school’s website at www.southampton.k12.va.us.

Please keep the top of this page for your reference and return the bottom portions of the page. Again, I am looking forward to working with you and your student. Together we can make sure your student succeeds. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have received course information for Virginia History. 

________________________________________________________________________Parental Signature






Date

________________________________________________________________________Student Signature






Date

________________________________________________________________________

Parental e-mail address
