Study Guide 
Chapter one

The Study of American Government    

                     Pages  2-15                     ***This chapter correlates to AP Topic IE

You should know: 

I.   All of the key terms!!!  (bolded in the text and defined in the side boxes)


(You might actually want to make yourself some flashcards.) 
II. Answer the following questions:

1) List the two basic questions to be asked about American (or any other) government, and show they are distinct questions.

2) Explain what is meant by power in general human terms and by political power in particular, relating the latter to authority, legitimacy, and democracy in the context of American government. 

3) Distinguish among the two concepts of democracy mentioned in the chapter, explaining in which of these senses the textbook refers to American government as democratic.

4) Differentiate between majoritarian politics and elitist politics, explaining the four major theories of the latter.

5) Explain how political change makes political scientists cautious in stating how politics works or what values dominate it.
***This chapter correlates to AP Topic I E

