8th Grade Core

Social Studies

Chapter 18 Review Sheet—The Western Frontier

Chapter 18 Review Sheet—The Western Frontier

The test for Chapter 18—The Western Frontier will be on ______________________.

The test is worth 70 points and will be comprised of matching, multiple choice, short answer, listing, and essay.   

It is recommended that you use the textbook and homework handouts to review for the test.  Ideas from class discussions and writing logs may also be covered on the test.  Flashcards may be a very useful tool in studying and reviewing required information.

The following topics and/or terms will be covered on the test.

Be able to identify:

Vigilantes

Pikes Peak


Cooperative

Nomadic

Brand


Ghost Towns


Reservation

Exodusters






Subsidies

Sodbusters


Multiple Choice Topics: 

1. The Homestead Act of 1862 encouraged settlers to come West by

2. A prominent immigrant group that helped build American railroads was

3. The first American transcontinental railroad was built by

4. Why did some people in the Plains states, such as some Homesteaders, build sod 

houses?

5. The Massacre that ended armed Indian resistance to white demands happened at

6. Railroads were important to open range cattle ranching because 

7. This law broke up Indian reservation lands into individual family units

8. Techniques developed that made it possible to raise certain crops in years when little 

rain fell

9. The Indian Peace Commission recommended that Native Americans be 

10. Which of the following did the U.S. government not adopt as a result of the Populist Party reformers

11. Crazy Horse lured U.S. troops into a deadly trap that killed 80 soldiers during 

12. Who was the Apache leader who led raids against settlers and the army in Arizona during the 1880s?

13. Who had the best chance of striking it rich in the mining fields of the west?

14. Women often added stability to boomtowns for all of the following reasons 
15. All of the following were reasons for the end of the Cattle Kingdom

16. The two parts of the Transcontinental Railroad met at 

17. He spoke the famous words, “I will fight no more forever.”

18. The Union Pacific Railroad
19. Farmers blamed their problems on which of the following

20. The Dawes Act aimed to eliminate what Americans regarded as what two 

weaknesses of Native American culture

Short Answer: 

1. Land used for grazing cattle that was not fenced or divided into lots.

2. The last part of the Plains to be settled was this territory.

3. The railroad companies divided the country into four of these to allow for uniform train schedules.

4. Networks of farming organizations that sprang up in the West and the South in the 1880s.

5. This invention allowed farmers to block off plots even though wood for fencing was sparse or hard to come by.

Listing: 
1. List the effects that the expansion of the railroads had on the country and its people. 

2. List the factors that brought settlers to the Plains.  

3. List the challenges each that the ranchers and farmers of the Great Plains faced. 

Major Essay:  Choose one of the following topics to respond to thoroughly in expository essay format. Your answers should be well written, multiple paragraphs in length and as complete and detailed as you can make them. Provide many concrete details from the readings and class discussions.  Provide specific examples (names, places, years, events, etc) whenever possible. 

Clearly identify which essay you’ve chosen to answer on your response sheet.  Use notebook paper to neatly write your answer. 

1)  The settlement of white people in the West forced change on the Native Americans of the Plains.  Discuss the effects Western settlement had on Native Americans.  Include details about the threats to buffalo, various conflicts, the Dawes Act, etc.  (Section 3)

2)  During the late 1800s, farmers worked together to try to improve their lives.  Discuss the various struggles faced by farmers, who they blamed and why in the late 1880s.  Also explain the efforts made by farmers to solve their problems.  Include details about the National Grange, the Farmers’ Alliance, and the Populist Party. (Section 4)
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