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Overview and Expectations


AP ART HISTORY
Mr. Chmiel and Mr. Wright
I. Introduction to our tenth year

a. Good morning and welcome!  Thanks for taking AP Art History

b. What to expect for 2010-2011?

i. Welcome to our own large Museum, enjoy the decorations.

ii. Enrollment is at a record level

1. Largest (by far) in New Jersey 

2. One of the 10 largest in the United States

iii. Two teachers- one course

1. Same notes, pictures, and lessons
2. Same homework and tests

c. Two objectives

i. Art appreciation - You will enjoy the course.
ii. AP success - You will achieve high scores on the AP test!

d. Enjoying the ultimate course

1. Western Civilization

a. We will survey the great civilizations of the past and study their art
i. From ancient Mesopotamia

ii. To Modern America

2. Biography
a. We will meet the masters and study their art
i. Continued emphasis upon the lives and times of key artists

3. Myths and Mythology

a. You will learn about ancient Greek mythology

b. You will meet the gods, goddesses and heroes who inspired so much Western Art

4. Religion

a. You will learn a great deal about Christianity and the history of the Church

b. You will learn about the Protestant Reformation and how it affected Western Art

c. You will learn about the distinctive characteristics of Islamic Art.

5. Philosophy

a. You will learn about the aesthetics of beauty

b. You will learn about ancient Greek philosophy

c. You will learn about Renaissance philosophy

d. You will learn about the great “-isms” in Western Civilizations
i. Classicism

ii. Romanticism

iii. Realism

iv. Impressionism

v. Expressionism

vi. Cubism

6. Artistic Vision
a. You will learn that history can be looked at from the eyes of an artist

b. You will see how this artistic vision is expressed in paintings, sculptures, and architecture

c. You will have insights into the human mind and soul

e. A Brief Overview of the Course

1. Ancient through Medieval


30%

a. Greece and Rome


10-15%

b. Early Christian, Byzantine, 

          
Early Medieval


5-10%

c. Romanesque



3-7%

d. Gothic




7-10%

2. Renaissance to Present


50%

a. 14th through 16th Centuries

12-17%

b. 17th and 18th Centuries

10-15%

c. 19th Century



10-15%

d. 20th and 21st Century


10-15%

3. Non-European Artistic Traditions

20%

a. Africa (including ancient Egypt)

b. The Americas (ex. Maya, Aztec)

c. Asia 

d. Near East (ex. Sumerians, Babylonians)

e. Oceania (Australia, New Zealand)

f. Global Islamic tradition

The test asks the greatest amount of questions (multiple-choice and short essays) on ancient Egypt and the ancient Near East. 
In addition, one of the long essay topics requires students to discuss an example of art from one of the non-European cultures. 

ii. We will devote 50% of our coverage to paintings, 25% to sculpture, and 25% to architecture. The distribution is not even.  At first we will focus most of our attention on architecture and sculpture.  Then, at the Renaissance, we will begin to emphasize painting.

f. In Class: Fred Kleiner’s Gardner’s Art through the Ages, 12th edition
i. A classic text used in many college survey courses
g. At Home: Carol Strickland’s Annotated Mona Lisa and Annotated Arch
h. Internet

i. Key Museums and Art History sites
II. The AP Test- A formidable challenge

a. Multiple choice questions- 40% of grade/1 hour
i. 115 questions – Four choices (A through D).

ii. Many questions are based on images some in color and others in black-and-white.

b. Free Response – 60% of grade 2 hours

i. Two 30 minute essays

ii. Seven 5-10 minute essays

c. The Famous 5 point scale

Avg. Nat’l Percentage of students who took the test

a. 5- extremely well qualified

10.9%

b. 4- well qualified


26.4%

c. 3- qualified



33.4%

d. 2- possibly qualified


15.6%

e. 1- no recommendations

13.8%

d. Why take the AP Art History exam?
i. College credit- A chance to earn up to 6 college credits

ii. A sense of personal achievement 

e. A Tradition of Excellence

i. We are entering our 10th year.

ii. Enrollment has grown from 58 students the first year to about 190 this year.

iii. The percentage of students passing the exam has held steady every year at 90% or higher, with nearly 70% scoring 4’s or 5’s.

f. Why do students do so well?
1. The outline notes are provided.
i. Share our ongoing research

ii. Focus on what is important

iii. Act as the ultimate study guide
2. Awesome PowerPoint presentations for every artistic period

3. Realistic tests
4. Extra teaching sessions afterschool and during lunches prior to the AP Exam.

5. A positive learning environment – we are a team

III. Grading

A.  Tests


1. Worth approximately 100 points

2. Between 2-3 per marking period

3. Extensive multiple-choice sections using actual AP questions

4. Some of the tests have essays



B.  Quizzes




1. Worth varies (10 – 30 points)

2. Usually 1 per week

3. Based on assigned readings from Annotated Mona Lisa (AML) and Annotated Arch (AA) books as well as lessons in class

4. Short in length, designed to be a quick check of understanding



C. Essays




1. Worth varies (10 – 25 points)




2. Number varies – about 2 – 4 per marking period

3. Intended to extend learning of important concepts

4. Also, intended as practice for AP Exam
5. Some essays will be take home while others can be short responses done in class



D. Participation



1. Worth 50 points

2. The following will be taken into consideration when determining your participation grade:





a. Involvement in class discussions





b. Answering questions posed by teacher or classmates





c. Asking questions and offering insights





d. Being helpful to classmates and teacher

e. Coming prepared to class with proper materials and positive attitude

f. Bringing in outside resources (ex. newspaper or magazine articles or recordings of T.V. shows related to art history)

IV. Materials for AP Art History

A. Internet Access and Outline Notes

1. The outline notes are available on your teacher’s webpage and should be printed out for class

2. The outline notes follow the lessons and include spaces for taking your own notes and making sketches in the margins

3. Register to use the AP Art History course page through the College Board. This site provides all the free-response questions since 1999, sample responses, as well as other useful tools for the test.


B. A Binder, Notebook, and/or Folder

1. A binder is recommended to hold your outline notes as well as to keep track of your returned assignments. A large binder or two medium-sized binders are the most practical because you will have over 400 outline pages by the end of the year.

2. Keep some loose-leaf or notebook paper with you for writing assignments.


C. A Pen or Pencil for Taking Notes

D. Index Cards, Scissors, and Glue Stick

1. During the year, you will occasionally be required to make flashcards by printing out images of artworks, cutting them to size, and gluing them to index cards.

2. You will be told enough time in advance before we do one of these assignments to buy the materials, but if you want to get a head start, you can purchase these items sooner.
V. The Year at a Glance 
A. Hard work together

1. At times, it is going to be hard, and we will have to struggle together to understand certain concepts and artistic periods.
2. Endurance is important to push through extra review sessions before the AP Exam.

B. Fun times


1. Trips


2. Class activities (ex. Gardner’s Lifting and Art History Charades)

C. A learning community 

1. We will help each other throughout the year by sharing (materials, insights, and time) and encouraging each other


      D. Rewards!

1. This course will greatly augment your knowledge of art history and  will inspire you to share your knowledge with others.

2. You have a great chance at earning college credits (saving money and bypassing certain required classes to take the courses you want)

3. You will be enthusiastic and confident about visiting museums and sites around the world 

We are very pleased to be working with you and getting to know you all better as students and individuals. Best of luck throughout the year! 
