
 
 

 

Somers Public Schools 
Somers, CT 06071 

 
 
 

 
2020 

 

Summer Reading List  
Grades PreK–12 

 

www.somers.k12.ct.us 
Links on each of the school’s web pages 

 
 

 The updated list will be published on the web site. 
 
The Somers Public Schools is committed to equal opportunity for all students, applicants and employees. The District does not discriminate in any 
employment practice, education program, or educational activity on the basis of race, color, religious creed, sex, age, national origin, ancestry, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, disability (including, but not limited to, intellectual disability, past or present history 
of mental disorder, physical disability or learning disability), genetic information, or any other basis prohibited by Connecticut state and/or federal 
nondiscrimination laws.  In addition, it provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  Inquiries regarding the 
District’s nondiscrimination policies should be directed to Dr. Irene Zytka, Title IX Coordinator, 1 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071, ​(860) 
749-2270 x2039   

Should an accommodation for a disability be required, please contact Dr. Denise Messina, Director of Pupil Services and Section 504 Coordinator, 
1 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071, (860) 749-2270 x2052.  (​Revised April 13, 2016) 

 

http://www.somers.k12.ct.us/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published​ ​June 11, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2 
 



    Summer Reading​  

 

“Who I am, what I am, is the culmination of a lifetime of reading, a lifetime of stories.  And there are so many 

more books to read.  I’m a work in progress.” Sarah Addison Allen, NY Times Best selling Author 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

Attached please find the Somers Summer Reading List put together by the teachers of Somers.  Much time and effort 

was put into the selection of books that will not only challenge student’s thinking but also stimulate their creativity.  

 

Much research has been done over the years which substantiate the fact that summer reading has a direct impact on 

the achievement gap.  Students can lose over 3 months of learning over the summer.  ​This effect becomes more 

pronounced as students get older and advance through the grades. ​Children who don’t read over the summer tend to 

lose literacy skills while children who do read during the summer actually improve their reading ability.  Summer learning 

losses accumulate over several years and are an important contributor to the achievement gap.  

 

But….those students who continue to read over the summer also scored higher on reading achievement tests at the 

beginning of the next school year.  

 

The best ways to keep your child from becoming a “rusty reader” over the summer are: 

1. Encourage your children to read books they enjoy for at least 20-30 minutes per day. The schools have 

provided a list of both required and optional books.  

2. Provide incentives for reluctant readers. For example, if your child enjoys basketball, agree to take them to the 

local court if they do their “daily reading.” 

3. Make reading a social act. Establish a time during the day when all members of the family gather and read on 

their own, or take turns reading the same book aloud. 

4. Connect your reading to family outings. If you take your kids to an aquarium, consider reading a book about fish 

or the ocean with them later that day. The outing can help place the reading into a broader context. 

5. Read before going to bed.  This is something we have been doing in my household since my daughter was 

little.  Studies have shown that it relaxes the brain and allows for a deeper sleep.  It’s always good to take a 

break from electronics as well. 

 

So, I encourage you to read with your children, to your children and for your children. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Irene H. Zytka 
 
Director of Curriculum 

 

“You can find magic wherever you look.  Sit back and relax.  All you need is a book.”   ​Dr. Seuss 

 

 
 
 

3 
 



 
 

Somers Elementary School  
 
Dear Parents: 
 
This summer invite your child into a world of adventure, journeys and discovery through the enjoyment of 
reading books.  We encourage your support of literacy and hope that you will engage your child's interest in 
any of the following books or the thousands of others at your library or bookstores.  These are some 
suggestions and guidelines that you may find helpful. 
 
Reading aloud to your young children is very beneficial.  As Joseph Addison said: “Reading is to the mind 
what exercise is to the body.” 
 
 
 

Guidelines for Choosing Books for Children 
 
Preschool and Kindergarten 
Children at this age: 
● Are delighted by Mother Goose and rhyming stories and love to hear them over and over.  They will 

begin to recite verses by themselves. 
● Enjoy pop-up books and books with flaps to flip which provide opportunities for active participation and 

storytelling. 
● Are stimulated by wordless books which allows them to creativity tell stories and provides them with 

opportunities for expression and conversation. 
 
Grade 1 
Children at this age: 
● Read aloud picture books with good storylines. 
● Enjoy alphabet and counting books, fairy tales, and easy informational books. 
● Are attracted to books with vibrant pictures that support the storyline and have repetitive patterns. 
 
Grade 2 
Children at this age: 
● Enjoy listening to chapter books of some complexity. 
● Start to read easy chapter books. 
● Continue to enjoy having parents share picture books with them. 
● Begin to enjoy particular authors or series books. 
 
Grade 3 
Children at this age​: 
● Read chapter books independently. 
● Begin to explore books from various genres such as mysteries, historical fiction and science fiction. 
● Continue to enjoy being read aloud to several times per week.  
● Like to select their own reading material at school and public libraries. 
● Take pride in showing off their reading skills. 
● Understand more complex stories and chapter books than they can read themselves.  
● Continue to enjoy having chapter books read to them.  
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Grade 4 
Children at this age​: 
● Are fascinated with unusual facts, record books, and biographies. 
● Prefer tall tales over fairy tales. 
● Enjoy realistic fiction with happy endings. 
● Select sports stories and stories about heroes. 
● Enjoy animal stories and nonfiction animal fact books. 
● Find science fiction interesting. 

 
 
Grade 5 
Children at this age: 
● Enjoy biographies. 
● Appreciate funny books and have a well-developed sense of humor. 
● Like adventure, spine-tingling and fantasy stories. 
● Like historical fiction stories.  
● Like statistical collections (sports). 
● Enjoy how-to books for parent-child projects.  
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Summer Reading List 
Entering Preschool - 2020 

 

 

Arnold, Marsha. ​Quick, Quack, Quick! 
Aylesworth, Jim.  ​Country Crossing 
Barrett, Judi.  ​Animals Should Definitely Not Wear Clothing 
Berenstain, Stan & Jan.  ​The Berenstains' B Book 
Berenstain, Stan & Jan.  ​Inside Outside Upside Down 
Berenstain, Stan & Jan.  ​Old Hat New Hat 
Bianco, Margery Williams.  ​The Velveteen Rabbit 
Brett, Jan.  ​Gingerbread Baby 
Brett, Jan.  ​The Mitten 
Brown, Marc.  ​Wings on Things 
Brown, Margaret Wise.  ​Goodnight Moon 
Bunting, Eve.  ​The Mother's Day Mice 
Carle, Eric.  ​Does a Kangaroo Have a Mother, Too? 
Carle, Eric.  ​The Grouchy Ladybug 
Carle, Eric. ​The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
Degen, Bruce.  ​Jamberry 
Demi.  ​The Empty Pot 
Ets, Marie Hall. ​Play With Me 
Ezra, Mark.  ​The Prickly Hedgehog 
Flora.  ​Feathers Like a Rainbow 
Hoban, Russell. ​Bread and Jam for Frances 
Hutchins, Pat.  ​The Wind Blew 
Jackson, Kathryn.  ​Tawny Scrawny Lion 
Kent, Jack.  ​Round Robin 
LeSieg, Theo.  ​Ten Apples Up On Top! 
Lionni, Leo.  ​Inch by Inch 
Lionni, Leo. ​Little Blue and Little Yellow 
London, Jonathan.  ​Wiggle Waggle 
Lopshire, Robert.  ​Put Me in the Zoo 
Lowrey, Janette Sebring.  ​The Poky Little Puppy 
Maccarone, Grace.  ​Cars! Cars! Cars! 
Martin, Bill, Jr.  ​Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? 
Martin, Bill, Jr. and Michael Sampson.  ​Rock it, Sock it, Number Line 
McFarlane, Sheryl. A Pod of Orcas: A Seaside Counting Book 
Minarik, Else Holmelund.  ​A Kiss For Little Bear 
Palmer, Helen.  ​A Fish Out of Water 
Piper, Watty.  ​The Little Engine That Could 
Rey, H.A.  ​Curious George 
Rosenberry, Vera. ​Who Is in the Garden? 
Seuling, Barbara. ​Spring Song 
Seuss, Dr. ​Dr. Seuss's ABC 
Seuss, Dr.  ​The Foot Book 
Seuss, Dr.  ​Great Day for Up 
Seuss, Dr. ​Hop on Pop 
Smith, William Jay.  ​Ho for a Hat! 
Spence, Rob & Amy.  ​Clickety Clack 
Spicer, Maggee and Richard Thompson.  ​Fishes in the Ocean 
Steig, William.  ​Dominic 
Williams, Sue.  ​I Went Walking 
Wood, Don & Audrey.  ​The Napping House 
Wood, Audrey.  ​Quick as a Cricket 
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Summer Reading List 

Entering Kindergarten - 2020 
 
 

Action Alphabet​ by Marty Neumeler and Byron Glazer  
Alphabatics​ ​by Suse MacDonald 
Annabelle Swift, Kindergartner​ by Amy Schwartz 
Anno's Alphabet​ by Mitsumasa Anno  
Carl ​books by Alexandra Day 
Corduroy​ by Dan Freeman 
Curious George ​ by H.A. Rey and Margret Rey 
Dinotrux Books​ by Chris Gall 
Fairy Tales 
First Discovery ​books​ ​by Scholastic 
Goodnight, Goodnight Construction Site​ by Sherri Duskey Rinker 
Good Night Gorilla​ by Peggy Rathmann 
Goodnight Moon​ by Margaret Wise Brown 
Harold and the Purple Crayon​ by Crockett Johnson  
Hungry Thing​ ​(The)​ by Jon Slepian and Ann Seidler 
If You Give A Mouse A Cookie ​(series) by Laura Numeroff  
Little Bear​ by Elsa Manklin 
M&M Counting Book ​by Barbara Barbieri McGrath 
Make Way for Ducklings​ by Robert McCloskey 
Miss Bindergarten Gets Ready for Kindergarten​ by Joseph Slate 
Mother Goose​ by Tomie dePaola 
Olivia​ by Ian Falconer 
Pete the Cat Books​ by James Dean 
Read Aloud Rhymes for the Very Young​ edited by Jack Prefutsky  
Ten Black Dots​ by Donald Crews 
Ten, Nine, Eight​ by Molly Brown 
We're Going On A Bear Hunt​ ​by Michael Rosen 
Where The Wild Things Are​ by Maurice Sendak 
Whistle for Willie ​by Ezra Jack Keats 

 
Suggested Authors 

 

Jan Brett 
Eric Carle 
Jaime Lee Curtis 
Anna Dewdney 
Lois Ehlert 
Mem Fox 
Gail Gibbons 
Kevin Henkes 
Tana Hoban 
Pat Hutchins 

Bill Martin 
Mercer Mayer 
Bernard Most 
Robert Munsch 
Dr. Seuss 
David Shannon 
Nancy Elizabeth Wallace 
Mo Willems 
Audrey and Dawn Wood 
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Summer Reading List 
Entering Grade 1 - 2020 

 
Note: Raz-Kids accounts will remain active over the summer.  

Please visit this website for additional titles:  w​ww.raz-kids.com  
 

Here are some titles to get your summer reading off to a great start!  Please note that the reading level of 
the books suggested varies.  If your child is already reading, have him or her read a page of the book aloud 
to you to see if the book is a good fit.  If they struggle with more than a few words on the page, the book is 
probably too difficult for independent reading, but would make a great read-aloud! The librarian in the 
children's section of the public library is another wonderful resource to help with your child's summer 
reading journey! 
 
 

Read Aloud & Read Together  
 
A Bad Case of Stripes​ by David Shannon 
A Pizza the Size of the Sun​ by Jack Prelutsky 
Click, Clack, Moo: Cows that Type​ by Doreen Cronin 
How I Became a Pirate​ by Melinda Long 
Leo the Late Bloomer​ by Robert Kraus 
Make Way for Ducklings​ by Rober McCloskey 
My Tooth is About to Fall Out ​by Grace Maccarone 
Officer Buckle and Gloria​ by Peggy Rathmann 
Skippyjon Jones​ by Judy Schachner 
The Big Orange Splot​ by Daniel Pinkwater 
The Giving Tree​ by Shel Silverstein 
The Three Little Pigs​ by David Wiesner 
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs​ by Jon Scieszka 
We're Going on a Bear Hunt​ by Michael Rosen 
Where the Sidewalk Ends​ by Shel Silverstein 
 
 

Book Series to Read with Your Child 
 

Amelia Bedelia ​by Peggy Parish 
Biscuit ​series by Alyssa Satin Capucilli 
Clifford​ books by Norman Bridwell 
Fancy Nancy​ series by Jane O’Connor 
Froggy​ books by Jonathan London 
Hello Reader​ series 
Henry and Mudge​ series by Cynthia Rylant 
I Can Read​ books 
Little Bear​ books by Elsie Minarik 
Little Critter​ books by Mercer Mayer 
Pigeon​ series by Mo Willems 
Pinkalicious​ series by Victoria and Elizabeth Kann 
Pinky and Rex​ by James Howe 
Step into Reading​ books 
The Bunny​ series by Kathryn Lasky 
Elephant and Piggy​ series by Mo Willems 
Pigeon ​series by Mo Willems 
Pete the Cat​ books by James Dean 
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Non-Fiction 
Books by Gail Gibbons 
Books by Jerry Pallotta 
Books by Tana Hoban 
Books by Martin Jenkins 
I Spy​ books by Walter Wick and Jean Marzollo 
 
 

Other Favorite Authors 

Jan Brett 
Eric Carle 
Nancy Carlson 
Donald Crews 
Tomie dePaola 
Lois Ehlert 
Keven Henkes 
Ezra Jack Keats 

Bruce Lansky 
Helen Lester 
Leo Lionni 
Robert Munsch 
Laura Numeroff 
Dr. Seuss 
Audrey Wood 
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Summer Reading List 
Entering Grade 2 - 2020 

 
Note:  Raz-Kids accounts will remain active over the summer.  

 Please visit this website for additional titles: ​ w​ww.raz-kids.com   
  

 
 EASY 
 
Bears on Wheels​ ​by Jan and Stan Berenstain   
Chick and the Duckling​ ​(The​) by Mirra Ginsbury   
Feathers for Lunch​ ​by Lois Ehlert   
All By Myself​ ​by Mercer Mayer  
Morris the Moose​ ​by Bernard Wiseman  
Here Are My Hands​ by Bill Martin  
Just Like Daddy​ by Frank Asch  
Octopus Under the Sea​ by Connie Roop  
Rosie’s Walk​ ​by Pat Hutchins  
Biscuit Goes To School​ ​by Allyssa Satin Capucilli  
Biscuit’s New Trick​ by Allyssa Satin Capucilli  
Biscuit Wins a Prize​ by Allyssa Satin Capucilli  
Each Peach Pear Plum​ ​by Alan Ahlberg  
Ten Red Apples​ ​by Pat Hutchins  
Titch​ ​by Pat Hutchins  
Big Red Barn​ ​by Margaret Wise Brown  
Circus Shapes​ ​by Stuart J. Murphy  
Danny and the Dinosaur Go to Camp​ by Syd Hoff  
Flying Bats​ ​by Faye Robinson  
From Caterpillar to Moth​ ​by Jan Kottke  
Happy Birthday, Danny & the Dinosaur​ by Syd Hoff  
Just Me and My Babysitter​ by Mercer Mayer   
Just Shopping​ by Mercer Mayer  
Living Near a River​ ​by Joanne Winne  
Which Witch is Which​? ​By Pat Hutchins  
Are You My Mother?​ ​By Philip D. Eastman  
Froggy Goes to School​ by Jonathon London  
Happy Birthday Sam​ ​by Pat Hutchins  
Leo the Late Bloomer​ by Robert Kraus  
 
 AVERAGE 
 
Clifford’s Christmas​ ​by Norman Bridwell 
Clifford’s Puppy Days​ by Norman Bridwell  
Clifford’s Thanksgiving Visit​ ​by Norman Bridwell  
Curious George and the Pizza​ by Margaret Rey  
Froggy’s Day with Dad​ ​by Jonathon London  
Froggy Gets Dressed​ ​by Jonathon London  
Froggy Goes to the Doctor​ ​by Jonathon London  
Henry and Mudge Series ​by Cynthia Ryland 
Click, Clack, Moo ​by Doreen Cronin 
Clifford, the Big Red Dog​ ​by Gene Zion  
Duck for President ​by Doreen Cronin 
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Franklin and the Tooth Fairy ​by Bourgeois & Clark/Scholastic 
Franklin Goes to School ​by Bourgeois & Clark/Scholastic 
Franklin Rides a Bike ​by Bourgeois & Clark/Scholastic 
Frog and Toad ​by Arnold Lobel 
Giggle, Giggle, Quack ​by Doreen Cronin 
Golly Sisters Go West ​by Betsy Byars 
Golly Sisters Ride Again (The) ​by Betsy Byars 
Manatee Winter ​by Kathleen Zoefeld 
Molly the Brave and Me ​by Jane O’Connor 
Noisy Nora​ by Rosemary Wells  
Orca Song ​by Michael C. Armour 
Pied Piper of Hamelin (The) ​by Deborah Hautzig 
Veteran’s Day​ ​by J.Cotton  
 
 CHALLENGING 
 
Berenstain Bears ​by Jan and Stan Bereinstain 
Going Home​ ​by Eve Bunting  
A-Z Mysteries ​by Ron Roy 
Jane Martin Dog Detective​ ​by Eve Bunting  
Magic Tree House ​by Mary Pope Osborne 
Chalk Box Kid​ ​(The)​ by Clyde Robert Bulla  
Dive: A Book of Deep Sea Creatures ​by Melvin Berger  
Mr. Maxwell’s Mouse​ by Frank Asch  

 
 
 
 

 
BOOK SERIES 

Title  
Henry and Mudge Series ​by Cynthia Rylant  
Frog and Toad  ​by Arnold Lobel  
Nate the Great​ ​by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat  
Berenstain Bears​ by Jan and Stan Berenstain  
 
Arthur and D.W​. by Marc Brown  
Curious George​ by H.A. Rey  
 
Magic Tree House​ by Mary Pope Osborne

N/Double Orange Dots 
 
A-Z Mysteries ​by Ron Roy  
 
Who Was Series ​Illustrated by Nancy Harrison  
Different Levels for Different Books 
Different Authors for Different Books. 
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READ ALOUD and READ TOGETHER 
 

Title  
Amazing Grace​ by Mary Hoffman  
Charlotte's Web​ by E. B. White  
Great Kapok Tree​ ​(The) ​by Lynne Cherry  
Ira Sleeps Over​ by Bernard Waber  
Lon Po Po​ by Ed Young  
Mary Marony and the Snake​ by Blanche Sims  
Miss Nelson Is Missing​ by Harry Allard  
Monarch Butterfly​ by Gail Gibbons  
Owl Moon​ by Jane Yolen  
Polar Express​ ​(The) ​by Chris Van Allsburg  
Popcorn Book​ ​(The​) by Tomie dePaola  
Random House Book of Poetry For Children (The)​ edited by Jack Prelutsky 
Where the Sidewalk Ends​ by Shel Silverstein  
 

 
 
 

Suggested Authors 
 
 

Harry Allard 
Frank Asch 
Marc Brown 
Eve Bunting 
Norman Bridwell 
Eric Code 
Donald Crews 
Doreen Cronin 
Tomie DePaolo 
Mem Fox 
Keven Henkes 

Sid Hoff 
Pat Hutchins 
Steven Kellog 
Arnold Lobel 
Bernard Most 
Mercer Mayer 
Cynthia Rylant 
Maurice Sendak 
Dr. Seuss 
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Summer Reading List 
Entering Grade 3 - 2020 

 
Note:  Raz-Kids accounts will remain active over the summer.  
Please visit this website for additional titles:  ​w​ww.raz-kids.com  

 
 
 
EASY   
  
 
Dragon​ series by Dav Pilkey  
DK Readers (Level 2​): Beginning to Read Alone​ (nonfiction titles) by various authors  
Henry and Mudge​ series by Cynthia Rylant 
Commander Toad​ ​series by Jane Yolen 
Frog and Toad​ series by Arnold Lobel 
Joe and Sparky Series​ by Jamßie Michalak 
All Aboard Reading (Level 2)​ various nonfiction titles by various authors 
Bunnicula: Ready to Read​ series by James Howe 
Cam Jansen Mystery​ series by David Adler 
Herbie Jones​ ​series​ ​by Megan McDonald 
Horrible Harry​ ​series​ ​by​ ​Suzy Kline 
Judy Moody​ ​series​ ​by Megan McDonald 
Magic Tree House​ series by Mary Pope Osborne 
Marvin Redpost​ series by Louis Sachar 
See More Readers (Level 1​)​ various nonfiction titles by Seymour Simon 
Rainbow Fairies​ by Daisy Meadows 
 
 
 

 
 AVERAGE 
 
Flat Stanley​ by Jeff Brown 
Bailey School Kids​ series by Debbie Dadey and Marcia Thornton Jones  
Jake Drake​ ​series​ by ​Andrew Clements  
Junie B. Jones​ ​series​ by ​Barbara Park  
Katie Kazoo​ ​series​ by ​Nancy Krulik  
Magic Tree House​ ​series by Mary Pope Osborne  
Matt Christopher​ series (sport themes) by Matt Christopher 
Rescue Princesses​ (The) ​by Paula Harrison 
Pete the Cat​ Series ​by James Dean  
A to Z Mysteries​ ​series​ ​by Rob Roy  
Magic Finger, The Enormous Crocodile​ ​(The) ​by Roald Dahl  
Notebook of Doom​ by Troy Cummings 
Secrets of Droon​ series by Tony Abbott  
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 CHALLENGING 
 
The Littles​ ​series by John Peterson 
Nonfiction: ​Eyewitness Books, Ranger Rick, Sports Illustrated for Kids  
and​ National Geographic for Kids​ magazines 
Any nonfiction book by Gail Gibbons  
Big Nate​ Series​ by Nick Bruel 
Clementine​ ​series​ by Sara​ Pennypacker  
Gooney Bird Greene​ series by Lois Lowry  
Socks; Mouse and the Motorcycle​ ​by Beverly Cleary ß 
Who Would Win?​ ​series​ by ​Jerry Pallotta  
Fantastic Mr. Fox​ by Roald Dahl  
Nancy Drew and Hardy Boys​ Series  
Puppy Patrol​ Series- Jenny Dale  
Bunnicula​ ​Series- James Howe  
Fudge; Double Fudge​ by Judy Blume 
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing​ by Judy Blume 
Big Nate​ Series by Lincoln Peirce 
Matilda​ ​by Roald Dahl 
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Summer Reading List 
Entering Grade 4 - 2020 

 
Note:  Raz-Kids accounts will remain active over the summer.  

Please visit this website for additional titles:  ​www.raz-kids.com 
 

 
Suggested Series 

  
  

Suggested Series 
 

Approaching grade-level​: 
Animal Ark​ by Ben Baglio  
Horrible Harry​ by Suzy Klein 
Bailey School Kids​ by Marcia T. Jones and Debbie Dadey 
Owl Diaries​ by Rebecca Elliott 
Katie Kazoo​ by Nancy Krulik 
A to Z Mysteries​ by Rob Roy 
Bad Kitty​ by Nick Bruel 
Lunch Lady​ by Jarrett J. Krosoczka 
Ivy and Bean​ by Annie Barrows 
Diary of a Minecraft Zombie​ by Herobrine Books 

 
Grade-level: 

Geronimo Stilton​ by Elisabetta Dami 
American Girls ​by Valerie Tripp 
Magic School Bus​ by Joanna Cole 
Puppy Place​ by Ellen Miles 
Who was…?​ by various authors 
Who Would Win…​ by Jerry Pallotta 
Any nonfiction book​ by Gail Gibbons 
Big Nate​ by Lincoln Peirce 

 
Above grade-level: 

Fablehaven​ by Brandon Mull 
Lightning Thief​ by Rick Riordan 
The Missing​ by Margaret Peterson Haddix 
I Survived​ by Laura Tarshis 
The Land of Stories​ by Chris Colfer 
The Thrifty Guides​ by Jonathan W. Stokes 

 
Suggested Authors 

 

Judy Blume 
Matt Christopher 
Beverly Cleary 
Andrew Clements 
Roald Dahl 

            Kate DiCamillo 

Jean Fritz 
James Howe 
Suzy Kline 
Lois Lowry 
Gary Paulsen 
Patricia Polacco  

Jack Prelutsky 
Louis Sachar 
Shel Silverstein 
Jerry Spinelli 
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Summer Reading List 

Entering Grade 5 - 2019 
 

Required Summer Reading For All Incoming 5th Graders! 
Each student entering 5​th​ grade in the fall of 2020 is required to select and read ​one​ of the 

 2021 Intermediate Nutmeg Award Nominees. 
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Task: Each student must come to school the first day having read the book AND  
completed the following items: 

 
Story Map, Response Question ​& ​Student Created Bookmark 

 
These handouts (see attached) can also be downloaded from the fifth-grade teachers’ websites or picked 
up at the SES school office.  This project will be counted as a grade for Term 1 of 5th grade.  
 

Have a great summer! 
 

The Grade Five Teachers 
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(​Revised April 2020) 
 
Name_______________________ Date Completed___________ 
 

Fifth Grade Summer Reading Tasks (3) 
 

These 3 tasks should be completed based on the ​Nutmeg Book Award Nominee​ book you 
selected. Please return this packet along with your bookmark on the 1st day of school. 

The list of book choices can also be found on 
https://www.nutmegaward.org/intermediate-4-6​. 

 
Task 1- Story Map (The map may be in list format.) 

 

Title 
 
 

 

Author 
 
 

 

Setting  
(time/ 
place) 
 

 

Main 
Characters 
 
 
 
 

 

Problem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Solution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 

Please continue to the next page.   
18 

 

https://www.nutmegaward.org/intermediate-4-6


Task 2 Literature Response 
 
 

Choose one​ of the following questions to write a response to. ​Use specific events from the 
story​ to explain your response. 
 
Question 1:​  Choose one character from the story and explain how the character changed 
throughout the story. 
 
Question 2:​  Choose one important event and explain why the author included this event in 
the story. How did this event affect the characters and the problem of the story? 
 
OR Question 3:​  What was an important theme or lesson addressed in this book? Explain. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Continue on to the next page.   
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Task 3- Bookmark 
 

Create a bookmark for the book you read. Creatively illustrate your bookmark to represent 
the book. Below are the required parts of the bookmark.  
Make sure you include them all ON the bookmark. 
 
Front 

● Name (Do not forget to put your name ON the bookmark!)  

● Title 

● Author of the Book  

● Creative Illustration 

● Rating in Stars (1 to 5 stars, 5 being an excellent book) 

 

Back 

● Reason for the Rating (Explain why you rated the book the way you did. Give 1-2 

specific examples from the story to support your reason.) 

 

Summer Reading Grading Rubric 

 

 
from ​https://www.nutmegaward.org/intermediate-4-6 
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Intermediate Grades 4-6 

 
2020 Intermediate Winner 

 
 

 
 

 
 

from ​https://www.nutmegaward.org/intermediate-4-6 
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NEWBERY MEDAL AWARD BOOKS 
For students entering grades 4 and 5 

 
If you are looking for additional titles for your child to read in addition  

to the summer reading book. 
 
 

YEAR TITLE AUTHOR 
1936 Caddie Woodlaw Carol Ryrie Brink 
1941 Call It Courage Armstrong​ ​Sperry 
1946 Strawberry Girl Loi​s ​Lenski 
1951 Amos Fortune, Free Man Elizabeth Yates 
1954 …And Now Miguel Joseph Krumgold 
1959 The Witch Of Blackbird Pond Elizabeth George Speare 
1960 Onion John Joseph Krumgold 
1961 Island Of The Blue Dolphins Scott O’Dell 
1963 A Wrinkle In Time Madeleine L’Engle 
1968 From The Mixed-Up Files Of Mrs. Basil E. 

Frankweiler 
E.L. Konigsburg 

1970 Sounder William​ ​Armstrong 
1971 Summer Of The Swans Bets​y ​Byars 
1972 Mrs. Frisby And The Rats Of Nimh Robert C.​ ​O’Brien 
1973 Julie Of The Wolves Jean Craighead George 
1975 M.C. Higgins The Great Virginia Hamilton 
1977 Roll Of Thunder, Hear My Cry Mildred D. Taylor 
1978 Bridge To Terabithia Katherine Paterson 
1980 A Gathering Of Days Joan W. Blos 
1981 Jacob Have I Loved Katherine Paterson 
1984 Dear Mr. Henshaw Beverly Cleary 
1986 Sarah, Plain And Tall Patricia Maclachlan 
1987 The Whipping Boy Sid Fleischman 
1988 Lincoln Russell Freedman 
1989 Joyful Noise: Poems For Two Voices Paul Fleischman 
1990 Number The Stars Lois Lowry 
1991 Maniac Magee Jerry Spinelli 
1992 Shiloh Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
1993 Missing May Cynthia Rylant 
1994 The Giver Lois Lowry 
1995 Walk Two Moons Sharon Creech 
1996 The Midwife’s Apprentice Karen Cushman 
1997 The View From Saturday E.L. Konigsburg 
1998 Out Of The Dust Karen Hesse 
1999 Holes Louis Sachar 
2000 Bud, Not Buddy Christopher Paul Curtis 
2001 A Year Down Yonder Richard Peck 
2002 A Single Shard Linda Sue Park 
2003 Crispin:  The Cross of Lead Avi 
2004 The Tale of Despereaux:  Being the Story of 

a Mouse, a Princess, Some Soup, and a 
Spool of Thread 

Kate DiCamillo 
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NEWBERY MEDAL AWARD BOOKS Cont’d 

For students entering grades 4 and 5 
 

YEAR TITLE AUTHOR 
 

2005 Kira-Kira Cynthia Kadohata 
 2006 Criss Cross   ​Lynne Rae Perkins 

2007 The Higher Power of Lucky Susan Patron 
2008 Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! Voices from a  

Medieval Village Laura Amy Schlitz 
2009 The Graveyard Book Neil Gaiman 
2010 When You Reach Me Rebecca Stead 
2011 Moon Over Manifest Clare Vanderpool 
2012        ​Dead End in Norvelt Jack Gantos  
2013 The One and Only Ivan Katherine Applegate  
2014 Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures Kate DiCamillo 
2015 The Crossover Kwame Alexander 
2016 Last Stop on Market Street Matt de la Peña 
2017 The Girl Who Drank the Moon Kelly Barnhill 
2018 Hello, Universe Erin Entrada Kelly 
2019 Merci Suarez Changes Gears Meg Medoma 
2020 New Kid Jerry Craft 
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Summer Reading List 
Entering Grade 6 - 2020 
(Ms. Bittner/Mr. Nevins) 

 
 
 

What Makes You  
Unique? 

 
Stargirl​ by Jerry Spinelli 

 
 

 
 
As you read ​Stargirl​ by Jerry Spinelli, think about what qualities make her a ​unique​, one of a kind, 
character. How does this relate to you? What makes you unique? What qualities and traits make you a one 
of a kind person?  
 
Using the attached STAR, create a colorful and unique representation of yourself. You can use words and 
pictures. Use the following guidelines for each point of the star.  
 

● Center: Picture (photo) of you with your name  

● Point 1: What you want to be when you grow up  

● Point 2: Favorite Food  

● Point 3: Favorite Hobby  

● Point 4: Favorite Place  

● Point 5: Goal for this year  

● Cut out your star.  

 

Your STARS will be collected on the first day of school and will be displayed for others to see. Remember: 
Quality work – make your star be a great first impression! 
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Summer Reading List 

Entering Grade 7 - 2020 
(Mrs. Rivard/Mrs. Wilson) 
 
 

Task 1:​ In 7th grade, we start our year focusing on the theme of resilience. 
In conjunction with that theme, students going into 7th grade are required to 
read the novel, ​Fish in a Tree​ by Lynda Mullaly Hunt.  Fill out the organizer 
on the next page in order to organize your thoughts about the novel.  This 
novel is available at the Somers Public Library in electronic and hard copy 
format.  This assignment is ​due the first day of school. 
 
Task 2:​ Read ​one​ of the following articles in preparation for our first unit. 
Then, complete the ​Newsela 7th Grade Summer Reading Worksheet​ in 
preparation for class discussions. The articles can be found in this 
document.  This assignment is ​due the first day of school.  
 
Article Option 1: ​My disabilities do not define me. I am Jim. 
 
Article Option 2: ​At Born Dancing - Different abilities and all in harmony 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lY2qX0FFZl0Ot0snR7Cko0lK2qKUhBekhvscYkTeevg/edit?usp=sharing
https://newsela.com/read/lib-james-gentry-disability-dyslexia/id/42212/?collection_id=339&search_id=e6de2545-03ad-42d5-ba4b-5aa48831b033
https://newsela.com/read/born-dancing-different-abilities/id/49176/?collection_id=339&search_id=3436c94a-4252-46bc-bd62-a03023e84650


 
 

Task 1: ​ ​Fish in a Tree​ by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 

Pre-reading question:​ Based on the title of this novel, what do you think it will be about? 

 

 

 
 

 

Protagonist: 
Main Conflict:

 

Supporting character: 
Role in protagonist’s life:

Supporting character: 

Role in protagonist’s life:

Supporting character: 

Role in protagonist’s life:
 

Which character is key to solving the conflict?  How does he/she help? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

How does the process of solving the conflict change the protagonist’s life? 
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The story begins with the quote, ​“Everyone is a genius. But if you judge a ​fish​ by its ability to 
climb a ​tree​, it will live its whole life believing that it is stupid” (Mullaly 1).  ​With this in mind, why 
is the story called “Fish in a Tree”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Why do you think your teachers chose this story for you to read just before entering 7th 
grade?  What lessons can be learned that will benefit you in your middle school career? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

"I guess maybe 'I'm having trouble' is not the same as 'I can't.'"  
-Ally, ​Fish in a Tree​ by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
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Task 2: ​ Nonfiction Newsela Articles and Organizer 
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Article Option 1 
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Article Option 2 
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Summer Reading List 
Entering Grade 8 

2020 (Ms. Cichon/Mrs. Connors) 
 

Please read ​Endangered​ by  Eliot Schrefer.  Use specific story details 
to complete the 5 W’s and 1H organizer.  
 
Then, ​choose between​ the two nonfiction articles provided: 
 
❏ “War took away their childhood” by Rick Loomis of the Los 

Angeles Times (NEWSELA) 
 

❏ “Bonobos” by the San Diego Zoo 
 

Use specific details from the article to complete the topic- main ideas- 
key details organizer.  
 
Be sure to include as much detail as possible when completing the 
organizers as they will be used to complete an activity and to develop 
an essay during the first week of school.  
 
The organizer and summary will be graded using the attached 
rubrics. 

 
First Day of School Checklist: 
 
❏ Completed 5Ws and 1H organizer for ​Endangered​ by  Eliot Schrefer. 
❏ The book (if you purchased it). 
❏ Completed topic-main ideas- key details organizer for “War took away their 

childhood” by Rick Loomis of the Los Angeles Times ​OR​ “Bonobos” from the San 
Diego Zoo. 

❏ The article with your notes/highlights on it. 
❏ A three-ring binder. 
❏ Four dividers. 
❏ A spiral bound notebook. 
❏ Something to write with. 
❏ A positive attitude. 

 
 
 
 

38 
 



War took away their childhood 
By Rick Loomis, adapted by Newsela staff 

 
SIBUT, Central African Republic — At 14, Jordy isn't much 

taller than his gun. 

“It was a way to protect myself, and it was a way to survive,” 

said Jordy, a former child soldier.  The conflict tearing the 

Central African Republic apart has turned neighbor against 

neighbor. For many children, it has ended their childhood. 

Children have seen their parents killed and watched as boys 

and girls just like them were hurt. They have been forced to 

make decisions far beyond their years. Some decided to join the fighters who ruined their lives. 

Children Left Behind 

Children have been victims in virtually every conflict in this country, one of the poorest in 

the world. More than a year ago, a rebel group known as the Seleka seized power from the 

government. As many as 3,500 children were part of it. Other armed groups started fighting back 

and the number of child soldiers grew to 6,000.  Some children, like Jordy, were handed guns, 

while other children were made slaves. 

Today, children barely in their teens still are with the fighters. Even by day, armed men 

threaten travelers on the road. Rifles and machetes are slung over their shoulders, and the fighters 

have protective charms draped around their necks. 

The Seleka left behind nearly 400 children when they were pushed from power in January. 

Recently, the humanitarian organization UNICEF negotiated the release of more than 1,000 other 

children. On a recent day, dozens of the children gathered on a shaded porch in Sibut. UNICEF 

made them available for interviews.  Several of them smiled shyly at the visitors. But a few were 

angry, shouting that they needed help. 
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When The Rebels Came 

Charly recalled the day when the rebels arrived.  He was 15, and he was selling soap, sugar 

and other goods from a market stall in Sibut. His father was dead, and his mother couldn’t support 

him. The fighters streamed in on motorcycles and in pickup trucks. They fired their guns and set 

homes and businesses on fire. “When they saw I was brave, and I could point out houses to rob, 

they accepted me,” Charly said. He was given a Kalashnikov rifle and sent on patrols around his 

hometown, his fear replaced by arrogance. 

“Everyone saw me carrying an AK,” he said. The thought of the return to his old life makes 

him sit rigid with anger, his eyes flashing.  “See the shoes I’m wearing?” the teenager snapped, 

pointing at his dusty blue flip-flops full of holes. 

With the rebels, he had power, he said. “I had boots, a uniform and a gun in my hand.” 

Jordy, Charly and other youths marched with the rebels to the capital. Some were forced to go, but 

others were drawn by the idea of stealing. 

Reuniting 

Many children don’t even know where their relatives are — hundreds of thousands have fled 

their homes in the fighting. Humanitarian workers who are caring for some of the former fighters 

can spend months trying to locate their families.  When families can be traced, they may be slow to 

take their sons back. Children who have been with the rebels have a hard time obeying their 

parents. 

Many children still march with the fighters, but those who have left struggle to find a way 

forward.  Mireille, a young woman taken and forced to be a “wife,” said she’d like to go back to 

school and Jordy said he would like to try farming. Charly, though, has already been approached 

by militias eager to take advantage of his knowledge of the Seleka. 

“With a gun,” he said, “you always have money.” 
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Bonobos 
From San Diego Zoo- Animals and Plants 

HABITAT AND DIET 

Nests aren't just for the birds! Bonobos live in the rain forests of the Congo Basin in Africa. 

They prefer old-growth forests, with trees that bear fruit at different times throughout the year. 

They use leaves and twigs to build sturdy nests in the forks of trees each evening. By all sleeping in 

the same area, they can help each other look out for predators such as leopards and snakes, and 

this could also be a way to exchange information. They can also keep track of each other. Adult 

bonobos sometimes share a nest, which is a unique behavior among the great apes. Bonobos are 

very comfortable in trees, swinging hand to hand through the branches, climbing up tree trunks, 

and leaping from one tree to another. Bonobos eat mainly leaves, stems, fruits, worms, insects, and 

sometimes small fish. 

 

When it comes to finding food, bonobos have it pretty easy in their rain forest home. They 

are nimble climbers and can swing from tree to tree searching for tasty fruit. Bonobos forage 

during the day for food both in trees and on the ground. Working in small groups, they often share 

the food they’ve found and then gather together in larger groups to build their sleeping nests. 

These clever apes have been observed sponging water out of tree trunks with moss, fashioning a 

rain hat out of leaves, and shaping a toothpick out of a twig. Bonobos also spend hours hunting for 

earthworms to snack on—a rain forest candy to them!  

FAMILY LIFE 

In bonobo society, the females take charge and 

keep lifelong bonds with their sons. When a daughter is 

old enough, she must leave the troop and find another one 

to join.  Adult females form strong bonds with each other. 

The female-led troops tend to be relatively peaceful, and 

bonobos seem to be sensitive to each other’s needs. 

 

Infants are born virtually helpless and must be 

carried everywhere by their mothers for the first two 

41 
 



years. At birth, the male bonobo inherits the social status of his mother and relies on her for 

protection. He shares a close, permanent bond with his mother and remains with her throughout 

his life. A young male is particularly vulnerable without a mother’s care. Both male and female 

youngsters stay close to Mom for several years while they grow and learn how to be a part of 

bonobo society.  

 

Bonobos use touch to give reassurance and comfort to each other. They form close 

relationships with other members of the troop, even after they are grown. 

 

Playing is a part of growing up, as the young bonobos 

gain independence and test their skills against each 

other. The youngsters play some of the same games you 

might play, such as King of the Mountain, where one 

chimp parades around on top of a hill or rock while the 

others try to pull him or her down, and Blindman’s 

Bluff, where young bonobos cover their eyes with their 

hands and run around chasing each other! 

CONSERVATION 

Unfortunately, there are few bonobos left in the wild, and so they are considered one of the 

most endangered of the great apes. Humans continue to move into bonobo habitat, hunting these 

amazing apes for food and selling their babies into the pet trade. Commercial logging operations 

create new roads to harvest timber, giving people easier access to hunt or capture many rainforest 

species, including bonobos. 

Conservationists estimate that at least 4,000 wild chimpanzees and bonobos are killed 

every year to satisfy the demand for “ape steaks” (food). Furthermore, the bonobo’s range is within 

one unstable country, the Democratic Republic of Congo, which puts their populations in a more 

precarious position than if their range overlapped many countries.  

Adapted from ​https://animals.sandiegozoo.org/animals/bonobo  
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: ___________________ 
 

Summer Reading Activity Entering Grade 8 - 2020 
Realistic Fiction 

 
Review the following questions and take notes in complete sentences as you read. Your notes 
should be concrete with specific details, as you will be allowed to use these notes for the in-class 
assessments on the books you have read. Use additional paper if needed. 
 
Novel:​ ​Endangered 
 
Author:​ ​Eliot Schrefer 
 

5 W’s and 1 How Question Frame 
 

WHO​ was the protagonist (main character): _____________________________ 
 

A. Describe the character’s physical traits (looks, mode of dress, etc.). 
 
 

 

 
 

B. Assign a personality trait to the character and provide quotes from the 
novel in support of your choices.  

Personality 
Trait 

Quotes From the Novel (with page numbers) 
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WHAT​ was the conflict (problem) in the novel? Circle:​ Internal External 
 
Describe in detail here: 
 

 
WHERE​ did the majority of the story take place (setting)? 

Circle: Urban Rural Suburban 
 
Describe in detail here: 
 

 
WHEN​ did the story take place? Circle: Past Present Future 
 
Describe in detail here: 
 

 
WHY​ is the conflict a problem/challenge for the main character? 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
HOW​ ​does the main character try to solve his/her problem? (be SPECIFIC!) 
 
 
 

 
 
Resolution​- ​How does the story end? 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Theme​- What lesson did the main character learn that we the reader are meant to 
learn?  
 
 
 

SUMMARY​: Please write a summary of the information in the organizer in no less 
than two paragraphs (12 sentences).  This can be done on a seperate piece of lined 
paper or typed. 
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: ___________________ 
 

Summer Reading List Entering Grade 8 - 2020 
Nonfiction ONLY 

 
Review the following questions and take notes in complete sentences as you read. Your notes 
should be concrete with specific details, as you will be allowed to use these notes for the in-class 
assessments on the books you have read. Use additional paper if needed. 
 
Mark Your Chosen Article:  
❏ “War took away their childhood” by Rick Loomis of the Los Angeles Times  
❏ “Bonobos” by the San Diego Zoo 

 
Topic of the article in your own words: _________________________________ 

 
Author’s Purpose- Circle: Persuade   Inform Entertain 

 
What does the author want us to take away (understand) about the topic 
based on the article in its entirety?  
 
 

 
 
 
Main Idea One ​(Hint - this is usually a subheading)​:  
 
 
 

Key Detail: 
 
 
 

Key Detail: 
 

Key Detail: 
 
 
 

Key Detail: 
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Main Idea Two ​(Hint - this is usually a subheading)​:  
 
 
 

Key Detail: 
 
 
 

Key Detail: 
 

Key Detail: 
 
 
 

Key Detail: 
 

 
 
Main Idea Three ​(Hint - this is usually a subheading)​:  
 
 
 

Key Detail: 
 
 
 

Key Detail: 
 

Key Detail: 
 
 
 

Key Detail: 
 

 
SUMMARY​: Please write a summary of the information in the organizer in no less 
than two paragraphs (12 sentences).  This can be done on a seperate piece of lined 
paper or typed. 
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Summer Reading 
Fiction Rubric 

 
Worksheet Completion 

Notes: 

All Elements 
are Filled-in 

3- Always 2- 
Sometimes 

1- Rarely 0- Not at All 

All Elements 
are Accurate 

3- Always 2- 
Sometimes 

1- Rarely 0- Not at All 

 
 
Fiction Summary Checklist 

Review your summary and be sure it includes all elements of the plot: 
❏ Exposition: protagonist, setting, problem 
❏ Rising Action: 3 key events, turning point 
❏ Climax 
❏ Falling Action: one event  
❏ Resolution: how do things change, what does the protagonist learn 

(theme)  
 

4 3 2 1 

The student has 
included all elements 
of a fiction summary. 

The student is 
missing 1-2 elements 
of the summary. 

The student is 
missing 3-4 elements 
of the summary. 

The student is 
missing most of the 
summary. 

 
Total Score: ____/10= _____% 
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Summer Reading 
Nonfiction Rubric 

 
Worksheet Completion 

Notes: 

All Elements 
are Filled-in 

3- Always 2- 
Sometimes 

1- Rarely 0- Not at All 

All Elements 
are Accurate 

3- Always 2- 
Sometimes 

1- Rarely 0- Not at All 

 
 
Fiction Summary Checklist 

Review your summary and be sure it includes all elements of the plot: 
❏ Topic identified 
❏ Author’s purpose is correctly identified 
❏ 3 Main ideas are identified 
❏ 4 Key details for each main idea are given  

 

4 3 2 1 

The student has 
included all elements 
of a nonfiction 
summary. 

The student is 
missing 1-2 elements 
of the summary. 

The student is 
missing 3-4 elements 
of the summary. 

The student is 
missing most of the 
summary. 

 
Total Score: ____/8= _____% 
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Click here for the ​SHS Summer Reading Website​            Click here for ​Flipgrid 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   ​    ​Mrs. Connors​       ​Ms. Bonin​         ​Ms. J. Collins​      ​Mrs. Connors​    ​Mrs. Connors​      ​Ms. Simoes 
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https://sites.google.com/somers.k12.ct.us/shsmedia-center/summer-reading
https://flipgrid.com/shssummerreading
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12000020-aristotle-and-dante-discover-the-secrets-of-the-universe
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3153910-the-art-of-racing-in-the-rain?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=ZS9sECsMWt&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51901147-the-ballad-of-songbirds-and-snakes?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=AtrrJ7Ul0P&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/91661.The_Beekeeper_s_Apprentice?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=s3LK5RuW6T&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7824322-between-shades-of-gray?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=YvTE6O76Wy&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29780253-born-a-crime?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=TQbPzsVOwH&rank=1


   

   
         ​ ​Mrs. Kelly  ​       ​ Ms. Simoes​      ​Mrs. Cormier​    ​Mrs. Connors​    ​Mrs. Croteau​  ​Mrs. Kelly/Croteau 

 
     ​   ​Mrs. Connors​     ​Ms. Maynard​   ​Mrs. Connors​       ​Ms. Bonin​       ​Mrs. Connors​   ​Mr. A. Slater 

 
    ​ Mrs. Kelly/Cormier​ ​ ​Mrs. Cormier​    ​Mrs. Cormier​     ​Mr. Macaluso​    ​Mr. Macaluso​    ​Mrs. Cormier   

 
      ​ Mrs. Cormier ​   ​Mrs. Cormier​    ​Mrs. Croteau​      ​Mr. DeMatteo​    ​Ms. J. Collins​    ​Ms. D. Collins 

 
        ​Mrs. Connors​    ​Mrs. Cormier​       ​Ms. Stoltz​        ​ Mr. A.  Slater​       ​Mrs. Preston​    ​Mr. DeMatteo 
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https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11486.The_Color_Purple?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=4ADVoow6zD&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11486.The_Color_Purple?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=4ADVoow6zD&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/5171.Drowning_Ruth?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=oVoFOcxOjH&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35133922-educated?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=K23yxJuLpx&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19172282-the-5th-wave---gelombang-5?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=3t1vtFjvdO&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22402972-fish-in-a-tree?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=WtI2GsCViL&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32075671-the-hate-u-give?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=BOJ8IFhPeM&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34275232-the-hazel-wood?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=Dfk1WcbC9Y&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11.The_Hitchhiker_s_Guide_to_the_Galaxy?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=oZku9IkQTd&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34111988-homeboyz?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=ShSAYtrUQ6&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51037979-in-an-instant?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=2dLHVH7ka7&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20643052-ink-and-bone?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=a0RpscBbBl&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17780.In_the_Heart_of_the_Sea?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=Dodzl7CRbj&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43798285-the-institute?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=bX0sq81rTS&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/38251354-just-mercy-adapted-for-young-adults?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=Gqxk15ci0z&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/5556466-the-last-child?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=gWwvWaBpsB&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/38657386-leadership?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=58O7KNIs3p&rank=5
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9439303-life?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=DzR3NBJ4bi&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/13158800-the-light-between-oceans?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=LpRfU9joYH&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/13158800-the-light-between-oceans?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=LpRfU9joYH&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25893693-lilac-girls?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=hpdrL0IyDd&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/21853621-the-nightingale?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=BVv5W1BBcl&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32571395-one-of-us-is-lying?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=jdKcjDvijv&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9969571-ready-player-one?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=aLWOth1PL7&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28954189-scythe?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=XljN90EtLc&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28954189-scythe?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=XljN90EtLc&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/10194157-shadow-and-bone?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=lp5JiDSbuK&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1103.Snow_Flower_and_the_Secret_Fan?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=rPDEq8BbAs&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52220686-stamped?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=XrdCY3bQEX&rank=4
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/133518.The_Things_They_Carried?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=8U4GwtqYIC&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/14891.A_Tree_Grows_in_Brooklyn?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=oVESCENaSd&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34519483-what-unites-us?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=3bsg1m3bhK&rank=1


Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe ​ ~ Benjamin Alire Saenz 
The Art of Racing in the Rain​ ~ Garth Stein 
The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes (Hunger Games #0) ​ ~ Suzanne Collins 
The Bee Keeper’s Apprentice​ ~ Laurie R. King 
Between Shades of Gray​ ~ Ruta Sepetys 
Born a Crime​ ~ Trevor Noah 
The Color Purple​ ~ Alice Walker 
Drowning Ruth​ ~ Christina Schwarz 
Educated: A Memoir ​ ~ Tara Westover 
The Fifth Wave ​ ~ Rick Yancey 
Fish in a Tree​ ~ Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
The Hate U Give ​ ~ Angie Thomas 
The Hazel Wood ​~ Melissa Albert 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy ​ ~ Douglas Adams 
Homeboyz​ ~ Alan Lawrence Sitomer 
In an Instant ​ ~ Suzanne Redfearn 
Ink and Bone (The Great Library Series) ​ ~ Rachel Caine 
Heart of the Sea​ ~ Nathaniel Philbrick 
The Institute​ ~ Stephen King 
Just Mercy ​(Adapted for Young Adults)​: ​ A True Story of the Fight for Justice​~ Bryan Stevenson  
The Last Child ​ ~ John Hart 
Leadership in Turbulent Times ​ ~ Doris Kearns Goodwin 
Life ​ ~ Keith Richard 
The Light Between Oceans ​~ M. L. Stedman 
Lilac Girls ​ ~ Martha Hall Kelly 
The Nightingale ​ ~ Kristin Hannah 
One of Us is Lying ​~ Karen M. McManus 
Ready Player One ​ ~ Ernest Cline 
Scythe​ ~ Neal Schusterman 
The Secret Life of Bees ​ ~ Sue Monk Kidd 
Shadow and Bone ​ ~ Leigh Bardugo 
Snow Flower and the Secret Fan​ ~ Lisa See 
Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You ​~ Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi 
The Things They Carried​ ~ Tim O’Brien 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn ​ ~ Betty Smith 
What Unites Us: Reflections on Patriotism ​ ~ Dan Rather and Elliot Kirschner 
 

 
Don’t forget about the 2021 Nutmeg Nominees 

Check out the ​Padlet ​ for book summaries, author interviews, excerpts and more! Each 
nominee that you leave a review for on the ​Summer Reading Recommendations Flipgrid 

counts as 2 entries in our raffle. 
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https://padlet.com/tenley_stoltz/tul9x7nwta6gwp01
https://flipgrid.com/shssummerreading


 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Entering Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition/UConn ECE 1011​: 
 
This information is also available in our Advanced Placement 12 Google Classroom: 
(Join Code: ​5dph7ux)  
  
Please read the 2 required texts described below. For the other 2 required texts, complete a required essay 
for each book described below, and bring the essays and books to English class during the ​first day of 
school ​. 
  
Required Text 1​: ​Invisible Man ​ by Ralph Ellison--One of the lasting masterpieces of American literature. It 
chronicles the existential journey of an unnamed black man attempting to discover his identity and role in a 
hostile and confusing world that refuses to acknowledge his existence. 
PDF copy of Invisible Man  
  
Please write a thesis-driven essay of a minimum of 3 pages on one of the following prompts: 
 
Prompt 1: In some works of literature, a character who appears briefly, or does not appear at all, is a 
significant presence. Write an essay in which you show how such a character functions in ​Invisible Man ​. 
You may wish to discuss how the character affects action, theme, or the development of other characters. 
  
Prompt 2: Novels and plays often include scenes of weddings, funerals, parties, and other social 
occasions. Such scenes may reveal the values of the characters and the society in which they live. Select one 
of these scenes from ​Invisible Man ​and in a focused essay, discuss the contribution the scene makes to the 
meaning of work as a whole. 
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Required Text 2: ​Cry, The Beloved Country​ by Alan Paton--The most famous and important novel in South 
Africa's history, an impassioned novel about a black man's country under white man's law. It is the deeply 
moving story of the Zulu pastor Stephen Kumalo and his son Absalom set against the background of a land 
and a people driven by racial injustice. The novel is a classic work of love and hope, courage and endurance, 
born of the dignity of man. 
Cry, The Beloved Country PDF 
 
Please write a thesis-driven essay of a minimum of 3 pages on one of the following prompts: 
Prompt 3: ​ ​Discuss how ​Cry, the Beloved Country ​ displays that while there are conditions in the world that 
separate people, there are deeper similarities between people that transcend social and racial differences. 
  
Prompt 4: What is Alan Paton’s message about apartheid in this novel? How do the different settings 
exemplify that message? 
  
****Only the novel should be used to complete this assignment. No outside sources should be used, under 
any circumstances. Do not copy work from friends as work will be checked for plagiarism. Please include 
an MLA work cited page. 
  
As noted in the AP Contract, inability to complete the required summer assignments will result in 
withdrawing from the course. This list of summer assignments, as well as more details, are posted on 
Google Classroom, which you will be notified about via email.  
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Below are suggestions for building your skills throughout the summer. Grades 9 and 10 will be utilizing 
https://www.ixl.com/ela/​. Grades 11 and 12 will be utilizing ​https://www.khanacademy.org/​. Please see the 
grid below for more specific instructions on your skill-building recommendations based on the grade you 
are entering.  
 

Incoming Grades:  

Grade 9  
Practice and refine Language Arts scores and skills within the 
‘Diagnostic Arena’ - Follow the prompts in the following link: 
https://www.ixl.com/diagnostic/get-started  
 
Here are some suggested strands that would be beneficial 
prerequisites:  
 
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-9/match-the-quotations-with-their-the
mes 
 
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-9/analyze-the-development-of-inform
ational-passages-set-1 
  
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-10/identify-the-narrative-point-of-view 
 
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-10/identify-the-narrative-point-of-view 
 

Grade 10 Practice and refine Language Arts scores and skills within the 
‘Diagnostic Arena’ - Follow the prompts in the following link: 
https://www.ixl.com/diagnostic/get-started 
 
Here are some suggested strands that would be beneficial 
prerequisites:  
 
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-10/analyze-short-stories-set-1 
 
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-10/analyze-the-development-of-infor
mational-passages-set-1 
 
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-10/identify-sentence-fragments 
 
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-10/identify-the-narrative-point-of-view 
 

Grade 11 Students can log into Khan Academy and take SAT practice tests 
here: ​https://www.khanacademy.org/mission/sat/exams 
 
Students can log into Khan Academy and practice SAT skills here: 
https://www.khanacademy.org/mission/sat/practice/reading-and-writ
ing 
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https://www.khanacademy.org/mission/sat/exams
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Grade 12 Students can log into Khan Academy and take SAT practice tests 
here: ​https://www.khanacademy.org/mission/sat/exams 
 
Students can log into Khan Academy and practice SAT skills here: 
https://www.khanacademy.org/mission/sat/practice/reading-and-writ
ing 
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