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February 2022 

 
UPCOMING DATES 

 

Community Advisory 
Council Meeting  
February 8th from 6-8pm  
 
Baby Ads Due for Seniors  
February 10th  
(see page 8 for more information) 
 
 
 

PHS Musical Production 
Annie Get your Gun 
February 10th, 11th, & 12th  
(see page 2 for more information) 
 
 
 

Winter Formal 
February 19th  
7-11pm in the PHS Aux 
Gym  
 
 
No School 
February 21st 
 
 
P/T Conferences  
February 23rd  

   A Message from Principal Dan Bollinger  
Bulldog Families,  

In last month’s newsletter, I commented on how quickly we made it through the 
first half of the year and now the second semester is well underway. I have al-
ready had a couple of planning meetings with Seniors to prepare for graduation, 
and we are also in the thick of some master schedule discussions prior to stu-
dents building their class schedules for next year. 

February may not be as busy of a month as May, but there’s still plenty to note 
on your calendars. Parent-teacher-conferences are February 23rd from 3:30-
7:30pm. Our Community Advisory Council meeting for the month of February is 
on Feb 8th from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. PHS parents and guardians are encouraged to 
attend. It’s a great way to be heard and hear more about what’s happening on 
campus. This time of year we also admit our next class of 8th graders into the Di-
ploma Programme. If you know students who are interested in applying for the 
Class of 2025 Diploma Programme, applications are due online on February 14th.  

The new book my wife and I are reading is, “The Upside of Stress” by psycholo-
gist and award-winning teacher, Dr. Kelly McGonigal. In this book she speaks 
about the benefits or harmfulness of stress based on your mindset. Dr. 
McGonigal stated that for many years she counseled people to avoid stress stat-
ing that stress was harmful and shortened their lives. She now coaches people 
that stress is only harmful when you believe it is harmful,. In fact, stress has 
many benefits if your mindset believes that. Aaron Howard, our current Dean of 
Students, used to speak about the benefits of a struggle in math, now about the 
struggle of education, and navigating life as a very positive opportunity and in-
stead of avoiding a struggle, embrace it and grow from it. To grow from stress, 
or any struggle, you need to accept it, understand it, and leverage it to your ad-
vantage. These two ideas are very aligned, and as parents do we allow our chil-
dren to grow, or do we allow them to avoid?  

If you’re looking ahead to the Spring and making plans, please note that Spring 
Break falls later in March from the 19th-27th. There is no school for students on 
March 10th and 11th (for a teacher workday and in-service). Also, please be mindful 
of April’s standardized testing window as a time not-to-miss. April 13th is the SAT 
for Juniors and the PSAT 9 for Freshman. April 14th is the PSAT 10 for Sopho-
mores and CMAS for Juniors. 

-Dan 
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February 2022 

ALL STUDENTS 

Log on to your Naviance account to make sure that your current email and phone number listings are correct. If you 
add colleges you are thinking about to your Naviance list, you will get an automatic invitation to meet with that col-
lege’s rep when/if they visit PHS. If your email is up-to-date, you will receive several notifications throughout the year 
about scholarships and college information. 
The Naviance atom is found in students’ ClassLink accounts. Students: Use your StudentVue username and password 
to log on. Parents who want to be added to their students account can contact MaryJane.Seriani@d51schools.org.  

SENIOR FAMILIES 

If your student is planning to attend college next year, you will need to help him or her fill out the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA.gov).  It is important to complete the FAFSA as soon as you can, as college aid monies are 
limited. Make sure you go to the correct website, www.FAFSA.gov and NOT www.FAFSA.com . Filling out the FAFSA is 
free! Also, make sure you select that correct college semester: Fall 2022. You will need your 2020 tax forms in order to 
complete the FAFSA. 
 
ATTENTION ACCEPTED SENIORS 

Colleges communicate important information with you through your student online portal (ie: MavZone @ CMU or 
MyCUBoulder @ UC Boulder). Do not miss scholarships, housing information, class registration or important dates and 
activities. Check your portal at least once a week! 
 
DECEMBER EARLY COMPLETERS 

We encourage all seniors who completed their coursework in December to keep in touch with the Counseling Office 
and/or the Class of 2022 Facebook page/Instagram for information on senior meetings, graduation practice, and im-
portant deadlines! 
 

Scholarship Brochure 

Seniors, please bring a copy of any scholarships awarded or offered from ALL colleges (even if you do not 
plan to attend that school) to the counseling office before the April 18th deadline. 
 
Spring Financial Aid Workshop-Thursday, March 3rd 6-8 PM at CMU, Dominguez Hall 
CMU is hosting a FAFSA completion workshop and information night for all D51 seniors and their families. Families are 
invited to complete their FAFSA, ask questions about next steps such as verification, understanding financial aid, and 
accepting financial aid. Families are welcome to stop in anytime between 6-8 pm! Food and beverages are provided. 

Counselor’s Corner  

http://www.FAFSA.gov
http://www.FAFSA.com


WCCC Tech Scholars Interest Application Open for 2022/2023! 

We had a great trip with all of our non-DP sophomores to the WCCC campus on Friday, January 14th. Students were 
able to see all the Tech Scholars program they offer first-hand! Sophomores and juniors may submit their interest form 
through February 11th. Information on all the Tech Scholars programs as well as a link to the interest form can be 
found on the WCCC site here. 
Staff from WCCC will be at PHS on February 10th to meet with students and answer questions. 

Concurrent Enrollment at CMU/WCCC for Fall 2022 

We will be visiting with students interested in taking concurrent classes at CMU or WCCC in the fall in March. Students 
need to let their counselor know they are interested in the program, and we will include them on the interest list. We 
will visit with students in March about the process, qualifications, and details! 

Concurrent enrollment is a great way for students to take challenging courses and earn college and high school credit, 
all while having their tuition covered by the District! 
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Are you interested in advertising in our newsletter? 
 

It goes out at the beginning of every (school) month to over 1,100 families as well as to some of our  
Palisade Community members! 

Call 254-4800 ext. 25242 for pricing and more  
information today!  

https://www.coloradomesa.edu/wccc/concurrent/technical-scholars/index.html
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ZAPS SAT Test Prep 

 Sign up through their website 

 Sophomores are also welcome to sign up 

 Students can sign up for any of the semi-
nars, they don’t have to just be the ones 
at Palisade 
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February 2022 

SENIOR PARENTS: The deadline is fast approaching! 

  
 

 

 

Please call Hannah Martinez at 970-254-4800 ext. 25242 or email Hannah.Martinez@D51schools.org with any questions! 

DON’T MISS 

THE  

OPPORTUNITY 

TO  

RECOGNIZE 

YOUR   

GRADUATE IN 

A SPECIAL 

WAY! 
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