


The Connecticut Mastery Test

State assessment in Reading, Writing,
Mathematics, and Science

Annually administered in March

Every student in grades 3-8



e March 1 - March 26, 2010

e First 2 weeks are tests, then make-
ups can last an additional week

e Testing occurs first period of the day

* 1 test per day as a target



* 3 Reading Tests:
e 2 Reading Comprehension

e 1 Degrees of Reading Power
(DRP or CLOZE)

e Primarily non-fiction



e Reading Comprehension

® 2 passages per session
* 45 minutes per session
e Readability:
e Grade 3 passages will range between 3.5 and 4.5

e Grade 4 passages will range between 4.5 and 5.5
e Grade 5 passages will range between 5.5 and 6.5
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Kc"y and ber father lke to take walks |
and name the birds they wee. When her
father found this story in a young
people’s magazine, he guve 1w Kelly
to rend,

The Haw—k N

Whea Wally entered their Hves, Aluna Keene
und Ber brother Daniel bad been doing
hotmework. A Jowd whaek ot 1be liviag room
windaw Interruptod ihe seratching of their
peacits an papes. They calbed w0 their dad, asd
the three of 1hem rushed outaile 10 see whist
hat happened,

Op the groand beoeath ihe window luy » bage
brown Bird with g white head, It toksed
anid tuened, thrashing s wings shout an
the ground

“That's sn anwsusl looking Wied!™ esilaimed
Damsel. "What Mot by 07

"I ook Dike 2 hawd . sand Mr Keone.

The bhird coptineed straggling, sometimes
hilting a wing agaimst the shde of the house,
"Iy poiig o Buet et coied Alsia,

“Let's cull County Wilillife Refage.” sald
M. Keene

A woman ot the refoge, Rita Banses. told Mr,
Keene 10 theow & blanket over (he hind, Them,
Iowoaldn's see thamgs that might frighten j¢
wnd cause it w0 hury self more, She sald she'd
come get the bird and soon srived in o van
The Keenes witched s she pulled on long,
heavy gloves. Carelully, stie removed the
Mankes covering the hind

“Waen'tan iy 10 bite you ™ asked Daniel,
Tookang ut the bind's sharp, hooked healo

S0kuL & s

"

"?
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TThat™s lews possible whem (°8 held by @iy
claws,” s Rizw. “A hawk s more likely
use ity claws thas 1s begk for protection.™

Ritn explaioed that the hawk hal knockesd
Ieself pat when it flew joto the window. The
County Wildlife Reluge womld be the place
find our how badly It had hun feself She
put the hivd im o spectal bay i the van wml
drive sway.

The nest day, Rita called and invited My
Kreae, Alsna, and Daniel 10 come o Coanty
Wikllife Refoge 10 sec 1be bind. Mr. Keeoe
thanked her and wentioned that his children
Nl mamed the hawt “Wally "

Rita met them &l ibe gate of the sctuge cenler
when they visited a fow doys later “We have
many special sress 10 e care of sick of hun
animaly” she sxid, "Let's begin with the
climic whero hant hinds are heought

Toey walked through the clioic and the
proveds. Then Rata showed them coormmnes
copes contuiming hirds of ull sizes anmd
varieties. Finslly, sbe lail them 10 ane where o
Iarge brown hird 31 on & lunh

GOON >

L. “There's Wally.™ she stid.

15 They were smazed 31 the chiange s Wally. His
Turge claws graspesd the branch us be looked at
them with cutionity. He Happed his wings
several thines 48 1 preparing Jor Slight,

Ih,

“Thiv 15 one of sur exercise coges.” Rita saul
“We bring hisds here after bey 've hesled and
before retarming them hack into the wild, so
ey cum ropals their flyimg mascles. Wally i
alenost remly 1o head back 1o the womds e
wis Incky: be's going 1o be e

~

Alata andd Damiel sabl, “Goodbye™ 1o Wally.
He seemed o Know who they were amd made
aoswoop wroumid the cage ss i o say
“Thank you'"

Apswor questions 9 through 17
on your answer sheet.

9 Owsomatopoein is o wosd that imitaves 3 real

sounit. Which word froai paragraph | is an
erample of ommatopoeia’!

W Seratching

b Whack

«  Rushed

O Doldug

10 Aceording top ph 7, e blank
rmportant becaue i€ kepe the it
I alme.
n wanm,
b from beiog more (rightened,
| Trom seeing il feiends,

was

S0uvL Y -

11 What was the muost important thing to the
wrvter of thix story?
»  Knowing the different types of huwks

1 Teaching people to handle hurt wildlife
with cure

v Making sare wild birds don’t
sernteh people

| Saving money for higgee cages far the
lurgest birds

12 From the informaton in the Mory, you can el
that Rita is
I sieeaky,
¢ artistic.
b anxious,
i wkilled.

1N Parasgraph 11 is mastly about

u u health report.

b own invitation to visit Wally.
¢ n wildiife refage.

d  an outing for a family,

14 s paragruph 13, the word viirkelies means
I truths,
¢ npproaches,
I kinds.
i facta,

d GOON >



e Multiple choice and open-ended

e Examples of questions:

e Imagine that you are . Using
information from the passage, write a brief
paragraph that could have appeared in your

journal.
e Write a brief paragraph telling why you would or
would not enjoy . Use information from

the passage to support your response.
e What do you think is most important?



core Point 0
The response shows demonstrates little ability to use textual
information and does not make important associations and/or
connections between the text, other texts, and or outside
experiences and knowledge
Score Point 1
The response some ability to make connection between texts and
outside experience and knowledge, but lacks depth and/or
support.

Score Point 2

The response demonstrates thoughtful and clear connections
between texts and/or outside experiences and knowledge.
Connections and responses are supported with relevant examples.




DRP

3 6 passages 45 minutes

4 6 passages 45 minutes

5 7 passages 45 minutes



e e 10 ceestuay. O Sall eel cosched Europe froes
e Uvsted Stotes. Thes snoct fod on gracovees. ety Cywg Thesr
oots. Al pves Eavopea. vises Dogan Opeg Bt sens cloar that the
B could 0ot walhmtans She atteck. They had o bhe sl
Out. Sorma IBOI0tars Sl D Bew YOSS, aTeRune 1o The seaacts,
whie othors chasged cropa. The cwnars of the Lascosss Estats
Frence raciaced thew Orapes with [aee SSpangs. THe Doos Gresc end
Orarrbies and tushes arouted MHONg Therm Al Mary yasrs ™hens
wave B where the vinayoerds hasd Soon.

Flarroang e vwres ot Lesceca b IoOamsedt S ok, w0 Tt whers
U Oof Chn paraes Sl Gene, s roots opered o deng holle. Farmoes,
Foocrp that cattie, rmight Taldl i Blect e D seth Sraochas. Thet winy,
e avrvals cabd st alsoct salely The farrars wouds ack Seres
20 B0 Fow years they Sept the on Mlled, But n 1580, scrrm
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Math

-

Number of

sessions

Number of 94 06 113
questions

Time per 60 min. 60 min. 60 min.

session



e Multiple choice, open-ended, and grid-in

e Examples:
e What is the value of n in this equation?
56 =8xn
e Liam had to solve this problem in math class.
e The first digit of a 3-digit number is 1 less than the second
digit.
e The third digit of a 3-digit number is double the second
digit.
e The third digitis 8
What is the 3-digit number?



25. Mathematical Applicatioss

——

3 ] B dac jockey & 8 2eBo wntics, acedt o achedale and Codmmmiuls far
30-meatc period she wacks. The soags sod commerciels cxa wie for oo
0 mmaande pevian) e w (b boble bolonw
Carvemercial Chesces
Length
30 emccods
48 ssconds

viziOmim

| ! minee
1 mirvsts 15 seconds |
1 mervate 50 seconds

=

¥ minute 45 seconds
2 mirunes

*  Shc meeds to plsy cach song ot
* She wwt pluy ot east 3 iflevect cone

e (e spuce belew, drevbup o sihedale Regine cam wne givem he folbrwing:
* 5he mant play @ st ane commaiicial beteein cech wong
cazspescals

Bvrw burw et schadain of sengs and commervals wisl exmetly 30 exmones




e Direct Assessment of Writing

March 2" (State-wide)
1 - 45 minute session
o Editing and Revising

1- 60 Mminute session



e Think about a day when you had something special
happen. What happened on that day that was so
special?

* Imagine that a gorilla walked into your classroom and
sat down at a desk. Write a story about what
happened next.

e You have just learned that your school is closed due to
snow. What do you do? Write a letter to a friend in
which you explain the best way to spend a snow day.



o 14400 brief 1o badicane sequencing of evesty
o May be difficult b resd and understnad

o Shows lisrke evidence of sequencing of eveats
o May be swiowand and coatusing

Score Point 3: A minimally-developed namative with litile expansioo of key evens and
Typheal dhementy:
o Has itk elaboration with meee general than specific detalls
o Shown sotne evidence of sn organizationsl strategy with seme sequenciog of evers
o May be swkward in jurts

muw«m_ : naerative with moderste cxpantion of key events and
Typieal clements:
o s sdequately elabornted with & mix of general and specific details
o Shows 3 sstisfactory crpanizational strategy with satisfacioey seguencing of events
o May be somawhiat ot

Score Polm $: A doveloped namative with mostly effoctive expanvion of key everts und
Typlesl elemeets: ‘

o [s moderstely well elabornied with mostly spexific dotails

o Shows gesenlly strong ongasinational srategy and soquoncing of events

o May be moderately flueot

Seore Point 6; A well-developed nacrative expanding on koy ovents sod charsciees
Typheal elements:

o ls fullly claborued with specific dotils

. N:::qaphﬂﬂmﬂmdm

¢ Iy



Grades 5-6: Rubric
Score Pt | An undeveloged response
| elements:
¢ Costles few or vague detalls

¢ 11100 beiel © demcastrate organtzation
o Muay be difficult 10 sead end wderstsnd

Smuhhl' Ame&“m
Typical clements:
*  Has minimal sloboration with moee eneral than specific details
*  Shows some otgarization
o Muy be awkwied in parts and may kack mont trassitions

Scoce olat 4; A somewhsrt-doveluped response with sdequeto detaily
Typical clementy:
o Iy adoquately claborated with & mix of genenl ind specific denalls
*  Shows satisfactory cepanization
. WhMMMMWW

¢ Shaws yernally stroog cepatdzation
o May e generally Muent snd mury show peeficient use of ransiziooal lasgusge

Score Point 6: A well-developed respease
Typheal ehossents:

o Js fully elabessted with specific dtalls
o Shows strong ofganizaticn
ol flueot and may e elfective transtionsl lmguage



e A multiple-choice test
® 4 passages
* 60 minutes

e Questions are designed to test both
revision and editing skills
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DIRECTIONS

Lisa wrote a draft of a short story about bats. Now, she needs heip editing
and revising it.

Read Lisa’s draft and use it to answer Numbers 1 through 10,

Old and New Ideas About Bats

(1) One evening, Josh was studying ol the kichen table, (2) Suddenly,
from the living room, he heard his mom shout, “Josh, get the broom!™

(3} Josh jumped up he grabbed the broom from the closet. (49 He ran
inte the living roons. (51 Mom was waving her arms all around.

(61 “What's wrong?™ Josh asked,

(71 "I found bata in the attic. (5) One flew down here, and Pm tryving to
kilf it, {9 Hand me the broom.”

(10) Josh hold anto the broom. (11) “But, Man, bats are our friends” he said

(12) *Give me the broom. Josh. (13) Bats are flthy creepy animals,

(14) I won't have them fiving in my house.”

(15) “Mom, please wait. (16! We studied bats in me exmeron’s Scivnce
Class lust yoar, (17) Bats do many good things. (1%) Did you know that bats
eat mosquitoes (192) They alsp nto many harmful insects that ruin farmers’
crops.”

(204 "] didn’t know that” Mam said, 1217 “But I do know that | don't
want to bump into one in the dark!”

(22 "They won't bump into you, Mom. (23} Bats use sound to find their
wuy in the dark” (24) Josh looked ut the little brown bat hanging there.
125) “Let me cateh it and I'll use a cloth and 'l take it outside”

{26) "No," Mom =nid. {27) She explained that she had o more better
idea, (25) “Let's just open the window and let it fly out. (261 This will work
for now, but how are we going to keep bats out of the attic?”

13411 *We could build a bat house snd hang it outdeors, (317 1 read sbhout
it in one of my books,” said Josh. (323 *First, we need to block off the-
opening in the attic. (32) Then we just wait until night. (54) When the bats
come vut to hunt for bugs. (35) When the bats can't got into the attic,
theyl nest in the howse we've built for them ™

(56) 8o, Josh and his mom put some stulf aver the hole in the attic.
(37) A week lnter, the plan warked,

Read sentence 37,
A week Iater, the plan worked,
Choose the best sentence to add right after this sentence.
Josh received his first "A" in science,
Mam wonderad what Josh's dad would say.

The bat family moved into its new bat house,
O Josh had some trouble building the bat house.

9}

Q0

Choose the correct way to write the underdined part of sentence 1.

One evening, Josh was studying at the kichen table.

o kichin

O kitchin

kitchen

) No change is needed,

(o]

Read sentence 3. It i poorly written.

Josh jumped up he grabbed the broom from the closet.
What is the best way to rewrite this sentence?
©  Josh jumped up. He grabbed the broom from the closet.
' Josh jJumped up, he grabbed the broom from the closet.

L Josh jumped. Up he grabbed the broom from the closet.
' Josh Jumped up he grabbed. The broom from the closet.



Choose the cofrect way to write the underlined part of sentence 13.

Bats are filthy creepy animals.
) fiithy, creepy, animats,
O filthy, creepy animals,
v fitthy creepy, animais.
' No change is needed,

E Chaase the correct way to write the underlined part of senténce 6.
We studied bats in mr, cameron’s Science Class last year.

~ Mr, Cameron's Science Class
mr. Cameron's Scence class

. Mr. Cameron's science class

) Nochange is needed.

8 choose the correct way to write the underlined part of sentence 18
Did you know that bats eat mosquitoes
2 mosquitoes?
O mosquitoes:
O mosquitoes!
) No change is needed.

Choase the correct way 1o
write thy underlined part of
sentence 19,

They also ate many harmful
insects that ruin farmers”
crops.”
2 ate many harmiful insects
that ruined
O eat many harmtul insects
that ruin

©  eat many harmful insects
that ruined

' Nodhange is needed

4 Whick one of these is not-a

complete sentence?

' Me ran into the living room.
.

Mom was waving her arms
all around.

~ Mom, please wait.

7 When the bats come. out to
hunt far bugs.

' Resd sentence 25. 1t is poorly

l
l

written,

“Let me catch it and 'l use a
cloth and I'll take it outside ”

What is the best way to rewrite
this sentence?

O “"Letme catch it in 8 coth
and take it outside.”

0 “Let me catch it, and take it
outside, In a doth."

U *Let me catch it, and 'l take
i1 in o cloth cutside ™

O "Letme catch it in a cfoth
and t_zkg It outside in a
coth

Choose the correa way to
write the underlined pan of
sentence 27,
$he explained that she had a
mare better idea.
= best
T better
= more goad
' Nochange i needed.
GOON»




e 5th Grade students only

* 1 — 65 minute session
e Tests both content and inquiry

e Covers content learned from K-5



A green tree frog lives in a forest. How does the
frog's green color help it to survive?
A. By helping the frog find other frogs

B. By keeping the frog cool
C. By making the frog hard to see when
sitting on leaves

D. By allowing the frog to make its own
food



e Explain how you could use wires, a battery and a bulb
to see if an object conducts electricity.

e Responses scored as:
e 2 = complete
e 1= partial
e 0 =inaccurate or off topic

Sample Response: Put the object in between the two
clips so they’re touching, and if the bulb lights it is a
conductor.



e Read to your child as
often as possible from
a book you both
enjoy.

‘%’ .
- ® Have your child read

for at least 10 minutes
a day on their own
just for enjoyment.

e Visit the library
together and take
part in some of the
many programs
offered.



~* Limit amount and type of

“screen time” to make time

~ for other activities.

o Tell stories together- old family

| stories or stories about your

- day.

~ * Have avariety of reading
materials available- magazines,
books, catalogs.

e Read recipes and cook
together!

- o Play games together that

involve reading.

Compiled from Reading is Fundamental:
<www.rif.org>




How can | help my child?

Good school habits are good test habits!

e Make sure your child has enough sleep, eats a
healthy breakfast, and gets to school on time.

o Consistently complete school assignments -
especially reading!

e Motivate your child to want to take the test.

e Reduce test stress with enthusiasm and praise for
giving their best efforts.

e Teach your child ways to relax through methods
such as deep breathing or imagery.



Resources

o www.rif.org/parents
* Wallingford Public Schools website

e CDSE website

e http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/cedar/
assessment/cmt/
cmt_gen4 resources parents.htm



