
                 T.I.S. Digital Backpack         

February 11, 2019 

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
 

 

 

 

 

Start with Hello Week: February 11th-14th 
 

 Tolland Intermediate School is excited to announce that we will again be 

participating in Start With Hello Week. Start With Hello is a program founded by 

the Sandy Hook Promise Organization. The program is designed to bring individuals 

and school communities together to foster looking out and caring for one another. 

Young people have the power to see someone, reach out and Start with Hello in 

order to reduce social isolation and create a more connected and inclusive school. 

Each student has the power to make a difference and make a new friend.  

 

All students and staff will have the opportunity to participate in the following 

activities: 

Monday, February 11th: “Hey Day” 

Everyone wears a name tag. Students and staff will be encouraged to say hello to 

someone new! 

Tuesday, February 12th: Wear Green Day 

Students and staff are encouraged to wear the color green to promote awareness 

and call attention to Start with Hello Week.  

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html


Wednesday, February 13th: Mix it Up at 

Lunch Day 

Sit with someone new at lunch, make a new friend! 

Thursday, February 14th: Uniquely You Day 

Students and staff should wear something that 

expresses what makes you unique. We are all unique 

and special!  

 

 

  

1. See 

someone 

alone 

 

2. Reach out 

and help 

 

3. Start with 

Hello! 



 

 

T.I.S. CALENDAR   
FEBRUARY 

 13 Staff Appreciation (see flyer) 

 15 NO SCHOOL 

 18 NO SCHOOL 

 20 Coffee with the Principal, 9:30 

 22 EARLY RELEASE (12:45) 

  

 
  



    Third graders are working hard at Tolland Intermediate School.  In Math, many 
classes are wrapping up the division unit.  They are learning strategies to solve two-step 
real-world problems with multiplication and division.  In classes we are working on 
mastering multiplication and division facts with games, as well as Reflex Math.  
Recently, usernames and passwords went home for IXL.  We’ll be using this in class, as 
well as encouraging kids to try it at home to work on various math skills.  Please have 
your child continue to practice math facts using Reflex, IXL, and math games at home.  
    We have wrapped up our Opinion writing unit in Writer’s Workshop.  Third graders did 
a wonderful job writing their opinion on topics of their choice.  We will begin our 
Information Unit and we are looking forward to hearing about what topics your child is 
an expert on.  We’ll start in our Writer’s Notebooks and then write information books on 
topics of their choice. In Language Arts, classes are reading stories in Houghton Mifflin, 
Journeys as well as the Wonders program.  We are using these resources as well as 
guided reading to work on comprehension skills.  Please continue to have your third 
grader read at home every night.   
    Our fossils science unit is really keeping kids engaged. Using real photographs of 
fossils, your explorers are acting like paleontologists and discovering where the animals 
lived, what they ate, and other characteristics.  We’ll also explore footprints of fossils.  
All classes had the experience of seeing triops hatch from eggs and grow to adults.  
The kids love making observations each day, feeding the triops, and learning about their 
life cycles.   

  
 
 

 

I do not know about you but I feel like 2019 is already zooming by! We are off to a 

very productive start in 2019. We’re on our way to finishing up Chapter 6 fractions 

unit and then we’ll be moving right into working on decimals. After the New Year, 

we took the Mid-Year assessment in math, which covered chapters 1, 2, 3, and 6. 

As a whole class, they are definitely improving on their fact fluency but as we 

always say, “Practice makes perfect!” so keep up the great work! 

 

In LA, our current unit has been our most “informational” one (since we’re in 

INFORMATIONAL). We have been reading great stories and articles and talking 

about the structures and features you will find while reading informational texts. 

During writing, we’ve carried over what the kids have been reading and they have 

been also researching and even begun writing about different animals. 

 



In Social Studies, the class has completed the Map Skills unit and is working 

finishing unit 2 on the Northeast Region. After the Northeast Region as a grade 

level the 4th graders will be moving into Unit 2 for science. 

 

Last but definitely not least! The 4th Grade Valentine’s Day Dance is coming up 

Friday the 8th. This is a great opportunity for our 4th grade students to bring their 

favorite adult to a fun social event here at TIS. It will be located upstairs in the 

all-purpose room, where you will find a DJ, food refreshment, and all kinds of 

sweet treats for purchase. There will be a $15 per couple charge at the door. We 

hope to see you there! 

The 5th grade students are getting excited for Esteem Day. Our students will spend the entire 
school day with Canton High School students. They will participate and watch skits and on a 
variety of self-esteem topics. Students will also be able to show off their amazing dance skills. 
Be sure to mark your calendar and join us for the evening performance, Tuesday, February 
5th at 6:00 pm.  

In language arts, students are working on research based arguments. Students are writing 
about whether or not schools should serve chocolate milk. Students have conducted research 
and added their own personal opinion. Students will then choose a topic they are passionate 
about and write an opinion essay based on their research. Ask your child what topic they are 
writing about.   

Students are learning about early colonization of America. Students are reading about Roanoke, 
Jamestown, and Plymouth. We will soon move on to the thirteen original colonies.  

Fifth grade students are beginning their fractions units.  The units includes students solving 
real-world style problems.  These problems are fairly complex, but the students will be using 
their bar modeling strategies to solve them.  They are getting really good at different problem 
solving strategies. 
  
In science, fifth graders are well into their unit on ecosystems.  Students have been researching 
abiotic and biotic factors that help ecosystems to thrive.  The main organism students are 
focused on are the Golden Jellyfish of Lake Palau.  Well done fifth grade scientists. 

  



 



 



  



 

 Staff Appreciation 
 

Hosted by TEPTO 

Wednesday, February 13th 

 

It’s time to celebrate our hard working teachers and staff once 

again!  As our way of saying “thank you” for all that they do, the 

PTO would like to treat the teachers and staff with some 

homemade baked goods on Wednesday, February 13th.  

We are looking for donations of sweet treats and goodies… 

desserts, cookies, muffins, chocolates …whatever inspires you!   

Also, we know so many parents would like to contribute, but 

are unavailable to bake.  If you’d like to donate Keurig K-cups, paper 

goods, drinks, or cash donations please let us know!   

If you are able to contribute an item on the morning of 

February 13th, please contact Tina Smith for TIS donations at 

cdsmith1277@gmail.com or Tabitha Cefaratti for Birch Grove 

donations at tabitha.candito@gmail.com. 

*** All perishable donations should be dropped off at the Birch 

Grove or TIS office by 10:00am on Wednesday, February 13th.***  

 



 

  



 

  



Tolland Intermediate School 

Photo Release Form 

2018/2019 

Please do not release any photos of my student in the 

following media 

(check all that apply): 

 

_____ Yearbook 

 

_____ Outside Media Sources 

 

_____Tolland Public Schools Superintendent’s Bulletin/T.I.S. Digital Backpack 

 

 _____ Tolland Intermediate School Website 

 

***This form does not need to be returned if photos 

can be used in any of the above areas. 

Name________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________ 

Teacher______________________________________ 



 

 

MARCH 6, 2019 

 7-9 PM    

Are you sure you’d recognize the signs of youth drug or  
alcohol use in your home? Don’t leave it to chance!  

EXPLORE a teen’s bedroom to see and identify the newest drug 

paraphernalia, hiding places and other signs that may indicate drug 
or alcohol use by a teen. How many can you identify? 

LEARN about area substance abuse trends, and signs & symptoms of 

use. Prevention professionals will also provide resources for parents 
and community members.  

THIS PROGRAM IS FOR ADULTS ONLY! 
 

Questions? Call TMS/860-870-6860 

 

 

TOLLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 

WEDNESDAY 

THIS FREE EVENT 
 IS SPONSORED BY 
TOLLAND SCHOOLS  

 
PRESENTATION BY  

CAPP 
CONNECTICUT ASSOC. 

OF PREVENTION 

PROFESSIONALS 



UPCOMING SPIRIT DAYS 

 
NOVEMBER 20 - HAT DAY 

          
 
DECEMBER 20 - CRAZY SWEATER DAY 

 

       
 
JANUARY 11  - DECADES DAY 

           
 
FEBRUARY 1 - SPORTS TEAM DAY 

   
 
MARCH 1  DR. SEUSS DAY/BOOK CHARACTER DAY 

 



 
 
APRIL 2   - AUTISM AWARENESS DAY 

      Wear blue! 
 
APRIL 12  - COLLEGE DAY 

        
 
APRIL 22  - EARTH DAY  

       Wear green! 
 
MAY 10   - TEACHER LOOK-ALIKE DAY!! 

 

MAY 24   - PATRIOTIC DAY        
 
JUNE ?? (TBD) - BEACH DAY     

          
 



Tolland High School Booster Club Fundraiser @ Board & Brush 

Want to make your own personalized wood sign?  

 Come to Board & Brush and make any sign in our Gallery! 

Choose your own wood sign from our gallery of 100 plus designs! Join our popular workshop 

and create your own unique wood sign! We customize the materials for you and take you step 

by step to create a gorgeous piece for your home or for a gift! Choose from a variety of paint 

colors and wood stain colors in the workshop. 

Date: Friday April 26th -  6-9 pm 

Location: 27 Quality Ave, Somers CT 06071 

Link to register and input information for the sign you wish to make.  

https://boardandbrush.com/somers/6719 
 

Beverages and snacks will be provided by THS Booster Club 

Karen Moran (4morans@gmail.com) & Jackie Kolb (jackiekolb99@gmail.com) 

Please NOTE: We require all participants to register their seats and provide their customization 

information at least 72 hours before your party. This ensures that we can get your materials 

ready, custom stencils cut and the studio well-staffed for the event.  Please let me know if you 

have questions. 

Here is a small sampling of signs you can make, check out website for more.  

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__boardandbrush.com_somers_6719&d=DwMFaQ&c=Z96x8jGkxccf5DH9xuHxeg&r=GS8rFefYs-Q1-uHRkjV96jhBcNQgvDff9wQ126mmXdY&m=nUI1DGyVk-_j5ef_Lo1HzPWWdtQUMeWBoqNnrDm7xJA&s=Mx6d444Zv8COhQgDYSHF8bbsl1mv1_ZIWCX6lAr8gTk&e=
mailto:4morans@gmail.com








Now is the time to register for 2019-2020 

                           
Open registration for FRC begins February 1 for next year’s FRC  

programs. We have limited spaces remaining in our programs. 

We offer before and after school for children in grades K-6. 

Preschool Programs and playgroups for 2-5 year olds 2-4 days a  

week 2.5 - 6 hours a day. 

Visit our website: 

www.tolland.k12.ct.us/community/family_resource_center   

for registration information and forms or call Laurel Leibowitz 

(860) 870-6750 x 30215  



 

 

 

  



 



C.E.R.T. Training Schedule Announced 

You are invited to join your friends and neighbors as they participate in Community Emergency 

Response Team (C.E.R.T.) training classes. Tolland Emergency Management is pleased to 

announce the newest C.E.R.T. class training schedule:   

5* – Tuesday Classes: 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

February 20th, March 6th, March 20th, March 27th, April 3rd 

and 

3* – Saturday Classes: 8:00 am to 12:00 pm 

February 17th, March 3rd, March 17th 

*Please Note: Participants must attend all classes 

C.E.R.T. participants learn valuable skills such as: How to recognize hazards that are most likely 

to affect your home, workplace, and neighborhood, steps you can take to prepare for a disaster, 

identifying and reducing potential fire hazards in your home and what to do when disaster 

strikes. 

 

C.E.R.T. participants also learn how to: Assist Emergency Management and First Responders in 

meeting the needs of the community during disasters and learn to be part of an important team 

serving the community. 

 

If you are interested in this exciting opportunity please email btanner@tolland.org with your 

name, address and telephone number to reserve your seat. Class size is limited, be sure to reserve 

your seat by February 14th. 

All classes will be held at the Tolland Fire Department Training Center located at 191 Merrow 

Road, Tolland, Connecticut. 

 

 

 

mailto:btanner@tolland.org?subject=CERT%20Training
https://maps.google.com/?q=191+Merrow+Road,+Tolland,+Connecticut&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=191+Merrow+Road,+Tolland,+Connecticut&entry=gmail&source=g


 
 

The End 

 


