Feature Films assignment - AP Government

Directions:  You are to choose 4 of the following movies to watch and review during the semester.  You may turn them in any time you want before Wednesday, May 2nd .  You can turn in just one or all 4, or any combination of them, any time before the due date.  You can borrow the movies from the Tempe or Phoenix Public Libraries or always rent them from Blockbuster or other place.  You might even check with our library. 

Assignment:  you are to write a short paper about EACH movie.  In your paper you MUST include the following:  title, producer, director, cast of characters (actors), plot summary, conflict, conflict resolution, your favorite scene, and finally, how it relates to government (the most important part of the paper!!).  Your paper should be approximately one to two pages, no more.  It MUST be typed!!

Several of the movies are rated R - you must attach the parent permission slip with each of the R rated movies.  Without the parent permission slip, I won't grade the paper.  

(NR means Not Rated)

Movies:

*  Absence of Malice (1982) - PG - Paul Newman in a movie about the ethics of journalism

*  All the President's Men (1976) - PG - Robert Redford and Dustin Hoffman in a movie about the Watergate scandal (may seem a little slow but a great and true movie!)

*  The Candidate (1972) - PG - Robert Redford in a movie about political corruption and elections

*The China Syndrome (1981) - PG - Jane Fonda and Jack Lemmon in a movie about a nuclear disaster and political ineptitude (great movie!)

*  Clear and Present Danger (1994) - PG - Harrison Ford in a movie about the CIA and an illegal drug war (quite the action thriller)

*  Dave (1995) - PG - Kevin Kline and Sigourney Weaver in a movie about a stand-in US president and corruption in the highest office (really like this one!!)

*  Dr. Strangelove (1964) - NR - Peter Sellers in a weird spoof on the Cold War (can be very funny or just plain "strange")

*  The Front (1976) - PG - Woody Allen in a film about blacklisting, McCarthyism and the Cold War

*  Frost Nixon (2008) - A dramatic retelling of the post-Watergate television interviews between British talk-show host David Frost and former president Richard Nixon.  It’s an interesting view of the fallen president.
*  Inherit the Wind (1960) - PG - Spencer Tracey in a film about the Scopes Monkey Trial in the 1920s (supposed to be great)

*  The Manchurian Candidate (you must watch the 1962 version!!!) - PG13 - Frank Sinatra in a movie about the Cold War and assassination

*  Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (1939) - NR - Jimmy Stewart as a naïve young senator who deals with corruption in DC (it's a truly great movie!!)

*  Norma Rae (1979) - PG - Sally Field in a movie about labor and union issues

*  On the Waterfront (1954) - NR - Marlon Brando in a film about unions and corruption (considered one of the greatest movies ever made)

*  Seven Days in May (1964) - NR - Burt Lancaster and Kirk Douglas in a movie about a military plot to overthrow the president who supports nuclear disarmament

*  Sum of All Fears (2001) - PG13 - Ben Affleck and Morgan Freeman in a movie about the CIA, terrorism and the Super Bowl
*  Swing Vote (2008) – PG13 - Bud Johnson (Kevin Kostner), an apathetic, beer-slinging, lovable loser, is coasting through a life that has passed him by when one day his daughter accidentally sets off a chain of events which culminates in the presidential election coming down to one vote... her dad's
*  Thirteen Days (2000) - PG13 - Kevin Kostner in a movie about the Cuban Missile Crisis (a better film than the 1966 version called Thirteen Days in October)

*  Twelve Angry Men (1957) - NR - Henry Fonda in a film about court issues in a murder trial

*  W (2008) – This is a chronicle of the presidency of George W. Bush.  It doesn’t portray him in the best light, some might call is Bush Bashing.  I’m not sure this is a very good, or completely accurate choice but I’m going with it this year.

The following three films are rated R, all for language or violence, not for sexual content or nudity.  Remember you MUST attach a permission slip to your paper.

*  Air Force One (1997) - Harrison Ford in a thriller about the president, terrorism and Air Force One (I really enjoyed this movie and the C-130 pilot at the end of the film is my neighbor!!)

*  The Milagro Beanfield War (1988) - this film is directed by Robert Redford and deals with water rights and immigration (I really liked it when I saw it years ago)

*  MILK (2009) – this one is about Harvey Milk, a gay county supervisor in San Francisco, and his role in local politics and his death at the hands of an assassin.  The mayor of SF is also killed.

*  Mississippi Burning (1988) - Two FBI agents with wildly different styles arrive in Mississippi to investigate the disappearance of some civil rights activists in the 1960s.  This is quite a movie.  A very visual movie!!!
*  Wag the Dog (1998) - Dustin Hoffman and Robert DeNiro in a political satire about elections
PARENT PERMISSION FORMS FOLLOW – YOU MUST TURN THEM IN TO GET CREDIT FOR “R” RATED MOVIES
Parent Permission Form for Feature Film Assignment - AP Government

I give my son/daughter permission to watch one of the following movies for class: 

Air Force One, The Milagro Beanfield War, MILK, Mississippi Burning, and Wag the Dog.

Each movie is rated R for some profanity or action violence, not for any scenes of sexuality or nudity.  I also understand that there are many other choices of movies for my son/daughter to watch that are rated PG, PG13 or NR and that in NO WAY is my son/daughter being forced to choose one of the above movies.  I further understand that this assignment is to broaden my son/daughter's understanding of government and to enhance the curriculum outside of the classroom.  Your son/daughter understands that in order to receive credit for their movie assignment this permission form must be attached.
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