Scenario Worksheet: Family and Consumer Science
Name:___________________                                                         Date:____________

Ma-Ma Never Told Me How Much You Would Cost!

      So you think you are ready to care for and provide for your newborn.  The assignment for this lesson is that you estimate the costs of caring for an infant for the first three months of life.  We are going to assume that you have already paid for your pregnancy and the first few days of your infant’s life.  You have a car seat, crib, and stroller for your infant.  You have 10 complete clothing outfits, 7 bibs, 2 complete sets of bedding for the crib, 10 bottles, 1 can of formula, 24 disposable  diapers and a few toys which you received from family and friends at your baby shower.  Your parents have given you a beginning kitchen set-up, Pull-out bed/couch, a black and white T.V.
Facts for this Lesson…
1. As of today you have $100.00 in your checking account and no savings account.  Your parents have told you that they can not help you with baby’s expenses on a regular basis.  They will however buy your infant occasional diapers and lend you money for emergency situations.  But you will have to pay them back within 30 days of the loan as their budgets are also tight. The first month you ask your parents for $15.00 to buy your bus pass. You didn’t make enough to pay them back so you have to take the $15.00 out of your checking account. What is the balance in your checking account after you pay your parents back?
2. Your infant is a healthy baby so far and appears to only need regular doctor visits to receive their “well checks” and “immunizations” this care will not be covered until the “Medicaid” approval.  During the first three months, your baby begins to run a fever in the middle of the night and you have to go to the emergency room prior to “Medicaid” coverage for your child.  This visit costs $150.00 including the cost of the medication your infant needs. You have a “contract” with the hospital to pay $25.00 a month until the bill is paid off.  How long will it take you to pay off this bill?
3. You need to decide if you are breast or bottle feeding for this lesson.  If you decide to breast feed, you will need to purchase a “breast pump” and “supplemental” bottles as well as the cost of “nutritious foods” for yourself.  If you bottle feed you need to determine how many bottles you need to purchase as well as the cost of “formula”.  You also need to decide if it is a good idea to use cloth or disposable diapers.  Should you decide to use cloth diapers, you need to determine the cost of the diapers as well as how much it will cost to wash and dry the diapers (The washer in your building says it is $1.00 to wash and $1.00 to dry one load of laundry.  You know you will need to do a “minimum” of 3 loads a week).  If you use disposable diapers you need to decide the total cost of the diapers over the first three months of your infant’s life. 

4. Make a list with cost of all of the items you feel that you and your infant will need over the course of three months to survive. Total that cost and highlight the items you think you will “want verses need” for the next three months.  Can you afford the items needed?
5. Determine your “average salary” over the next three months. If you don’t currently have a job.  Pretend you work 15 hours a week at the local Wal-Mart store and you make $9.50 per hour.  Once a month you get 2 additional hours time. What is your total gross salary for the month?
6. Your work schedule requires that you have to pay for child care.  Your parents can not care for your infant as they work the same hours you do.  You figure that you need to pay for a minimum of 70 hours of care a month. The cost of care is $23.00/day.  You receive “CCCAP dollars” and based on your income you will need to pay 25% of the total cost for care each month. What is the total cost of care for the next 3 months?
7. Your rent for a studio apartment is $200.00/month because you have “Section 8 Housing”. You have to pay for electricity as the only utility for your apartment. (For extra credit find out how much you would need per month for your electric bill.) What is the total cost for rent for the next 3 months?
8. You have to take the bus or ask friends for a ride when you want to go anywhere.  Your friends have “committed” to only 5 rides a month.  Bus transportation takes 2 hours round trip and costs $15.00 per month and you also need to give your friend $10.00 per month to help with gas “expenses”. Determine total cost for transportation over the next 3 months.
9. Your parents paid for the first month of your cell phone.  It includes 60 minutes of texting, 400 minutes of unlimited access.  The cost of the bill is $51.00 a month.  You need to pay for the next two months if you want cell service. How much do you need for this service?
10. You have “food stamps” to pay for your groceries but notice that your favorite foods are included on the list that the “Department of Human Services” has given you.  You know you will need at least $30.00 a week to “supplement” your groceries. The “WIC” program will supply your infant’s food but you didn’t get the “enrollment” forms to the program on time so you have to pay for 2 months of formula.  The cost of formula is $60.00 per month. How much money do you need for the 2 month supply?
     After working through all of the facts, “analyze” your “data” and present the information to your teacher in a “graph or chart” format using the “rubric”. 
