Fahrenheit 451

Write your presentation date here ________________________________________________

Write your partner’s/partners’ email addresses here _________________________________________

& ________________________________

Write your partner’s/partners’ phone numbers here _________________________________________

& ________________________________

The California State Content Standards require students to research, prepare and give polished presentations.  The State Standards also require students to use and incorporate technology.  For this unit, you will have the option to present as an individual, in a pair or in a group of three.  Below are the time requirements:

1. individual presenter: 5-6 minutes

2. pair: 10-12 minutes

3. group of three students: 15-18 minutes

This paper includes a variety of presentation topics.  In class, we will have a “lottery” to determine which students present the various topics.  

Students will be required to create a Power Point presentation.  We will review the standards for Power Point in class.  Students will also be required to create a Works Cited page for any information they obtained from an outside source. 

Your Power Point should meet the following minimum requirements.  

1. individual presenter: 5 slides

2. pair: 10 slides

3. group of three students: 15 slides

Topic #1

Step 1: You (and your partner/s) will summarize and explain the plot of the novel Fahrenheit 451.  You will explain the setting, the protagonist, the antagonist, two internal conflicts, two external conflicts, one theme, the climax, and the resolution of the book.  Be descriptive and detailed.  In order for the audience to understand the rest of the presentation, we will have to understand the overall plot.  

Step 2: You (and your partner/s) will answer the following questions:

a.) From what point of view is Fahrenheit 451 written? Is this the best choice of ways to write this story? Explain why or why not.

b.) Review two main conflicts in the novel. Are they resolved by the end of the book? If so, how are they resolved? If not, why not?

c.)  Why do you think Mr. Bradbury set his story in the city? In the story, what kinds of things happen in the city as opposed to the country?

Step 3:  If you are in a group of three people, you will also answer the following questions:

a.) Are the characters in Fahrenheit 451 stereotypes? If so, using critical analysis, explain why Ray Bradbury used stereotypes. If not, explain how the characters merit individuality.

b.) Explain how the title relates to the events of the novel and the themes of Fahrenheit 451.

Topic #2

Step 1: You (and your partner/s) will summarize and explain the plot of the novel Fahrenheit 451.  You will explain the setting, the protagonist, the antagonist, two internal conflicts, two external conflicts, one theme, the climax, and the resolution of the book.  Be descriptive and detailed.  In order for the audience to understand the rest of the presentation, we will have to understand the overall plot.  

Step 2: You (and your partner/s) will answer the following questions:

a.) If you were to rewrite Fahrenheit 451 as a four act play, where would you start and end each act? Explain why.

b.)  Bradbury has repeatedly used words relating to fire. Find as many examples as you can in the book, and explain the effect of his word choices on us, the readers.  
c.) Explain Faber's role in the novel. Why was he included?

Step 3:  If you are in a group of three people, you will also answer the following questions:

a.) What does it mean to "live"? What kinds of things contribute to the quality of our lives?

b.)  Are there books that should be banned? If so, which ones, and why? If not, why not?

c.)  Would you be an informer if you lived in Montag's society?  Why or why not?

Topic #3

Step 1: You (and your partner/s) will summarize and explain the plot of the novel Fahrenheit 451.  You will explain the setting, the protagonist, the antagonist, two internal conflicts, two external conflicts, one theme, the climax, and the resolution of the book.  Be descriptive and detailed.  In order for the audience to understand the rest of the presentation, we will have to understand the overall plot.  

Step 2: You (and your partner/s) will answer the following questions:

In Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451 we have read about one possible scenario for the future. No one really knows how things will be in the future, but at one time or another we all think about it. What is your vision of the future? What do you think our world will be like 50 years from now?  Using detailed analysis, explain what it is in our current life that will lead to these potential societal changes.

a.) government - What kind(s) of government(s) will there be?

b.) education - How will people learn?

c.) homes - What will people's homes look like inside and out?

d.) work - What kinds of jobs will there be for people to do, if any?

Step 3:  If you are in a group of three people, you will also answer the following questions.  No one really knows how things will be in the future, but at one time or another we all think about it. What is your vision of the future? What do you think our world will be like 50 years from now?  Using detailed analysis, explain what it is in our current life that will lead to these potential societal changes.

a.) economy - How will goods and services be available, and what kind of monetary system will

people use?

b.) leisure - What leisure time activities will people have?

Topic #4

Step 1: You (and your partner/s) will summarize and explain the plot of the novel Fahrenheit 451.  You will explain the setting, the protagonist, the antagonist, two internal conflicts, two external conflicts, one theme, the climax, and the resolution of the book.  Be descriptive and detailed.  In order for the audience to understand the rest of the presentation, we will have to understand the overall plot.  

Step 2: You (and your partner/s) will answer the following questions:

In Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451 we have read about one possible scenario for the future. No one really knows how things will be in the future, but at one time or another we all think about it. What is your vision of the future? What do you think our world will be like 50 years from now?  Using detailed analysis, explain what it is in our current life that will lead to these potential societal changes.

a.) food - What will people eat, and how will it be provided and prepared?

b.) clothing - What will people wear?

c.) climate - What will the climate be?

d.) ecology/environment - How will our planet look?

Step 3:  If you are in a group of three people, you will also answer the following questions.  No one really knows how things will be in the future, but at one time or another we all think about it. What is your vision of the future? What do you think our world will be like 50 years from now?  Using detailed analysis, explain what it is in our current life that will lead to these potential societal changes.

a.) peace or war - Will the people on Earth be getting along or fighting with each other?

b.) space exploration - What will the status of space exploration be?

Topic #5
Step 1: You (and your partner/s) will summarize and explain the plot of the novel Fahrenheit 451.  You will explain the setting, the protagonist, the antagonist, two internal conflicts, two external conflicts, one theme, the climax, and the resolution of the book.  Be descriptive and detailed.  In order for the audience to understand the rest of the presentation, we will have to understand the overall plot.  

Step 2: You (and your partner/s) will answer the following questions:

In Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451 we have read about one possible scenario for the future. No one really knows how things will be in the future, but at one time or another we all think about it. What is your vision of the future? What do you think our world will be like 50 years from now?  Using detailed analysis, explain what it is in our current life that will lead to these potential societal changes.

a.) health - Will people be healthy? What kinds of diseases will exist, if any? What progress will medical science make in the next 50 years?

b.) quality of life - What will the quality of life be on Earth in 50 years?  You may have to define “quality of life” for the class.  

c.) family - Will society be family-oriented or otherwise structured?

Step 3:  If you are in a group of three people, you will also provide information about Ray Bradbury.  Describe his life, his writings and his popularity.  Which awards has he been awarded?  What are some other books he wrote?  Which genres of writing influenced his writing?  When was this Fahrenheit 451 published?  Why has it received critical acclaim?
Topic #6
Step 1: You (and your partner/s) will summarize and explain the plot of the novel Fahrenheit 451.  You will explain the setting, the protagonist, the antagonist, two internal conflicts, two external conflicts, one theme, the climax, and the resolution of the book.  Be descriptive and detailed.  In order for the audience to understand the rest of the presentation, we will have to understand the overall plot.

Step 2: Fahrenheit 451 was written by Ray Bradbury.  Research the man, his life, his experiences, his desire to write and his success.  Which awards was he awarded?  When was the book published?  What has the public’s reaction to this book? Which genres of writing inspired Bradbury?  Explain what happens when a fire reaches 451 degrees Fahrenheit.  How does this information relate to the book?  

Step 3:  If you are in a group of three people, you will also answer the following questions:

a.) Describe Captain Beatty's theory of how firemen began and why they were needed.  What is your opinion of this origin?  How does this theory affect the plot?
b.) Describe Montag's relationship with Mildred.  What do you think about this relationship?

c.) Are Montag's actions believable?  Do you understand the motivations for his actions? Explain why they are or why they are not believable.

