
AP Spanish Summer Assignments      Señora Madera                                                                              

Summer 2016 

¡Felicitaciones! I am glad that you have chosen to continue your study of Spanish through the AP level. 

This will help you to be as well prepared as possible for Spanish courses when you enroll in college.   

The AP Spanish Language Exam (May 2,2017) is designed to test your skills in order to see how well they 

compare to abilities found in a third year college class. The exam will test all of the major language skills: 

reading comprehension, writing skills, speaking ability and listening comprehension, in addition to 

general cultural knowledge of the Hispanic world. Therefore, you will need to continue your practice in 

your skill areas this summer. 

These assignments will not take too much time each week, but the work should be spread out 

throughout the summer rather than trying to cram everything into a few days. Cramming does not work 

with a language! I understand that you may have vacations planned or other activities that may inhibit 

your ability to submit your assignments at the exact same time each week. If this is the case for you, I 

encourage you to work ahead and submit your assignments early. Credit will be deducted for late 

submissions. 

Students are required to abide by an honor code that forbids them from cheating, lying and stealing, 

both within the academic world and as members of the general society. I expect this commitment from 

you. What this means is that you are expected to complete all assignments on your own, without 

consulting native-speakers or translation devices of any kind. Your work should represent what you are 

capable of doing using as resources your mind, grammar books or notes and a dictionary. Translation 

devices are prohibited at all times. Anyone found in violation of these policies will be subjected to loss of 

credit for the assignment and/or disciplinary action. 

Assignment #1: Familiarize yourself with the exam 

Become familiar with everything that is published on the AP website about this exam. The test changes 

periodically, so try to find out specifically about the 2014 exam (the last year the exam format was 

changed). 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-spanish-language/about-the-exam?spanlang 

Look at the tips that the College Board suggests for you: 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-spanish-language/exam-tips 

After you have read through everything, write a short summary (+/-100 words or 2 paragraphs) in 
SPANISH of what you have learned about the exam. Include some ideas of how you 
will be able to best study over the course of the year. You can include your hopes, 
plans areas of concern, etc.  Below are questions to help you write your email. 

¿Qué piensas de la información? · ¿De qué tienes miedo? ¿En qué tienes confianza?  
¿Qué quieres que yo haga en esta clase? ¿Qué vas a hacer para preparar para la clase?  
 

Email your summary to Sra. Madera (mmichalk@colusa.k12.ca.us) by Friday, June 10th. 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-spanish-language/about-the-exam?spanlang
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-spanish-language/exam-tips


Assignment #2: Reading practice 

Reading is an important part of the AP Spanish exam. To strengthen your Spanish reading 
comprehension and writing skills, you will read and summarize 10 news articles in Spanish. You will also 
document new words you learn and define those words in SPANISH (Por ejemplo: Lavadora: máquina 
que lava la ropa). Each journal entry must be a minimum of 125 words (including the new vocabulary 
words with their definitions after the journal entry). It must contain the exact date and time written. 
 
Use the form included at the very end of this entire document to record the articles you have read and 
write your summaries that cover the following themes below:  
 
La economía 
Los derechos humanos 
El entretenimiento (la música, el cine, el arte, etc) 
Los días festivos (en el mundo español/latino) 
El medio ambiente 
La política 
Las ciencias naturales/físicas 
La tecnología 
La inmigración 
Los deportes 
 
You may find news articles at these websites: 
BBC Mundo www.bbcmundo.com 

El País (España) www.elpais.com 

Univisión www.univision.com 

Centro de Noticias ONU http://www.un.org/spanish/News 

El Universal (México) http://www.eluniversal.com.mx/noticias.html 

Yahoo en español http://espanol.news.yahoo.com/ 

Prensa Escrita (a listing of newspapers from throughout the Spanish-Speaking world) 

http://www.prensaescrita.com/ 

Veinte Mundos: http://www.veintemundos.com/en/ 

 

NOTE: I will be looking for use of the subjunctive, future/conditional, perfect tenses, imperfect/preterit 
etc. In addition I expect to see attention paid to basics such as noun/verb agreement, subject/verb 
agreement, ser vs. estar etc. 
 

One article summary should be sent via e-mail to Sra. Madera (mmichalk@colusa.k12.ca.us ) each 

week, for a total of 10 summaries. Summaries are due by 11:59 pm on Saturday. The first due date is 

Saturday, June 11th and the last is Saturday, August 13th.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbcmundo.com/
http://www.elpais.com/
http://www.univision.com/
http://www.un.org/spanish/News
http://www.eluniversal.com.mx/noticias.html
http://espanol.news.yahoo.com/
http://www.prensaescrita.com/
http://www.veintemundos.com/en/


Assignment #3: Listening practice 

You will need to spend at least five hours listening to authentic Spanish this summer, in 30 minute 
increments. You may listen to the radio, CDs, streaming radio, podcasts or TV/movies. You will 
document the web page, radio name, etc. You will want to vary the type of material you listen to. Find 
something that interests you. At the beginning it may be hard to understand the first time, so you may 
listen to it more than once, take notes, etc. Listen to Spanish music on the internet or listen to podcasts 
in Spanish. There are numerous podcasts for learning and some designed for entertainment. 
www.notesinspanish.com is a good source for entertainment and discussion of current topics.  Use the 
attached listening log for each activity. 
You may find some interesting items on these websites: 

www.notesinspanish.com 

www.rtve.es/ree/ 

http://broadcast-live.com/television/spanish.html 

http://www.vmetv.com/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/mh 

http://www.20minutos.es/ 

 

Listening logs should be sent via e-mail to Sra. Madera (mmichalk@colusa.k12.ca.us )each week. 

Summaries are due by 11:59 pm on Saturday. The first due date is Saturday, June 11th and the last is 

Saturday, August 13th. 

Assignment #4: Writing practice 

You will be required to write 10 journal entries of approximately 100 words (8-10 sentences) on topics 
of your choice. These can be about your family, favorite TV show or movie, a vacation that you take, etc. 
Pay attention to the use of the preterit and imperfect. Be sure to use an appropriate expressions and 
courtesy. Be careful not to translate directly from English to Spanish, nor use any online translation 
service, as points will be deducted or you may not receive a score for that entry. Do not wait until the 
week before school starts to begin this – set aside one day a week to summarize the week.  
 

Try new words! Avoid “bueno, malo, cómico, interesante” and look for other ways to describe things. 
Use Preterite and Imperfect. 
When talking about future events avoid periphrastic forms (Vamos a ir), when you can use the Future 

Tense (iremos) you learned in Spanish 3. 
Avoid plagiarism or any attempt to use the web translators. It will result in a 0 on the assignment. 
Your dictionary and other references are acceptable. 

 
Journal entries should be sent via e-mail to Sra. Madera (mmichalk@colusa.k12.ca.us ) each week. 

Summaries are due by 11:59pm on Saturday. The first due date is Saturday, June 11th and the last is 

Saturday, August 13th. 

 

 

 

http://www.notesinspanish.com/
http://www.rtve.es/ree/
http://broadcast-live.com/television/spanish.html
http://www.vmetv.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/mh
http://www.20minutos.es/


Assignment #5: Grammar review 

You will help yourself immensely by reviewing and refining your grammar skills prior to the beginning of 

the school year. 

The grammar review sheets are below.  Fill in the missing information for each chart.  You must have 

this grammar review completed before the first day of school, August 17th, 2016. 

 

These sites are also good for general grammar practice: 

http://www.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/index.php 

http://www.quia.com 

http://www.conjuguemos.com 

http://www.bowdoin.edu/~eyepes/newgr/ats/ 

 

Also, this site has a wealth of links that will help you with you Spanish studies: 

http://www.symbaloo.com/mix/enlacesutiles1 

 
Feel free to utilize any of the links on this site while completing your AP Spanish Summer assignments.  
 

 

 
ASSIGNMENT #6: SPEAKING! 
Get the telephone number of a classmate. Call him/her at least once every two 
weeks. Speak in Spanish about what you have been doing or are about something 
you have seen or read. Keep a log. You should have at least five conversations in 
the log. Note the name of the classmate and write, in Spanish, what you talked 
about. 

http://www.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/index.php
http://www.quia.com/
http://www.conjuguemos.com/
http://www.bowdoin.edu/~eyepes/newgr/ats/
http://www.symbaloo.com/mix/enlacesutiles1


 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



AP Spanish Language News Article Record Sheet 

Please complete the following information in Spanish. 

Título del artículo ______________________________________________________________________ 

Autor _______________________________ Fecha _________________________________ 

Nombre del periódico o sitio web _________________________________________________________ 

Parte I. Escribe 10 palabras nuevas que leíste en el artículo y sus traducciones al inglés. 

1. ______________________________ 6. ____________________________________ 

2. ______________________________ 7. ____________________________________ 

3. ______________________________ 8. ____________________________________ 

4. ______________________________ 9. ____________________________________ 

5. ______________________________ 10. ___________________________________ 

Parte II. Escribe 5 frases originales usando 5 de las palabras nuevas que leíste en el artículo. 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Parte III. Escribe un resumen del artículo (extensión mínima 60 palabras.) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



AP Spanish Listening Log 

Fecha __________________ 

Seleccionar 1: TV Radio Podcast Otro __________________ 

Canal/Emisora ___________________________________________ 

Nombre del programa _____________________________________ 

Resumen/Comentarios (por lo menos 60 palabras) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

AP Spanish Listening Log 

Fecha __________________ 

Seleccionar 1: TV Radio Podcast Otro __________________ 

Canal/Emisora ___________________________________________ 

Nombre del programa _____________________________________ 

Resumen/Comentarios (por lo menos 60 palabras) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

Diario/Journal 

Fecha/Date _________________ 

Tiempo/Weather__________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Querido Diario, 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Are you ready to step up to the challenge?  

If you are taking the AP Spanish class, here are some recommendations for things to do over the 
summer and during the school year to help you prepare. These are in addition to your assignments and 
school activities. Learning a language cannot be done in 50 minutes. Make it a part of your day 
everyday!  
1. Every day, READ IT! Pick up a Spanish publication/Internet articles and read some of it. READ 
SOMETHING in Spanish.  

2. Every day, HEAR IT! Watch a video. Change the subtitles on your DVDS, watch a novela, listen to 
music, and watch a foreign film on Netflix.  

3. Every day, SPEAK IT!  
 

Tips for Success on the AP Spanish Exam  

Here is how one teacher describes the exam: “…a 3-4 hour skill-based exam testing your abilities and 
proficiency in Spanish. It is not a knowledge-based exam like most other AP exams. You are “on stage” in 
Spanish for over 3 hours integrating all four of your skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing.”  
The first tip is to know what you are up against by familiarizing yourself with the AP Spanish Language 
Exam format on the next page of this packet. The exam requires critical, integrated expression in 
Spanish which will require you to focus for 3+ hours.  
In this time you will read, write, listen and record a simulated conversation and an improvised two -
minute formal oral presentation. In the presentation you will read a short selection, then you will listen 
to a different spoken selection. You are given 2 minutes to organize your thoughts about these two 
selections and then you speak for 2 minutes integrating the two selections into your recorded 
monologue. You must show analysis, synthesis and evaluation of the selections to receive a 4 or 5.  
In order to be well prepared by next May, you will need to have self-discipline and dedication as this 
class will be treated and taught as if it were a college course.  
 
Some other things you can do in the summer and throughout the year:  
 
1. Watch Univisión or other Spanish programming on TV. News programs like “Primer impacto” or 
“Noticiero” are especially useful. Also, watch DVDs in Spanish or actual Spanish movies. Don’t try to 
understand every word at first. You will get better.  
 
2. Listen to Spanish music on the internet or listen to podcasts in Spanish. There are numerous podcasts 
for learning and some designed for entertainment. www.notesinspanish.com is a good source for 
entertainment and discussion of current topics.  
 
3. Seek out “live” experiences with Spanish in your community. Keep your eyes open for cultural events 
or local service organizations that appeal to Spanish speakers and get involved. You may also have co-
workers that speak Spanish. Take advantage of them and practice!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONTRACT 1- STUDENT 
AP Spanish Language and Culture Agreement  
___I have read and understand the assigned summer assignments for the AP Spanish Language and 
Culture Course  
___I understand that if I do not turn in the assignment, I will receive a zero for each item that is missing.  
___I understand the Honor Policy as described on the Summer Assignment Handout and I agree to abide 
by its terms for the summer assignments and during the 2016-17 school year  
___ I agree to enroll in the Remind Program to stay in contact with Sra. Madera throughout the year. 
___I understand that this class moves at a quick pace and I will take responsibility for my learning and 
success. 
___ I understand that if I do not take the exam, my transcript will be adjusted to reflect Spanish 4 (no 
weighted credit toward GPA) for both semesters.  
___I understand that daily practice, including listening to the radio/pod-casts from various parts of the 
world, the news, music, movies, etc., speaking with as many people as possible, speaking only Spanish 
in-class, reading magazines, newspapers, articles, subtitles with videos/movies in Spanish, and writing as 
much in Spanish as possible, is very important in order to be prepared and comfortable in the class and 
on the day of the test.  
___I understand that we will also have weekly presentations of news stories from around the Spanish-
speaking world. Each student will present to the class, on a rotating basis of weekly to every few weeks.  
___I understand that since we take responsibility for our own learning, we will take the time to get our 
own practice outside of class with speaking, listening (subscribe to Pod-casts in Spanish), reading, and 
writing.  
___I understand that all of my work will be my own; I will not copy from others or from the Internet 
without citing properly and prior teacher authorization.  
___I understand that I will take the time and initiative to make sure I understand everything; when I 
don’t, I’ll ask questions to other students and the teacher and come for help.  
___I understand my responsibilities as outlined above and agree to make an honest and complete effort 
to become more able to communicate effectively in Spanish and succeed on the AP Spanish Language 
Exam in May.  
 
I can receive texts/I cannot receive texts (please circle)  
 
  
 
------------------------------------- ---------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------  
* Student signature              * Today’s date      * Student’s email  
 
*REQUIRED-TURN IN BOTH CONTRACTS SIGNED to Señora Madera -room 504 BEFORE you leave for the 
summer  
 
 
 
 



CONTRACT 2- PARENT  
I ______________________________________ understand my child’s responsibilities as outlined 
above, I’m aware that all students enrolled in an AP course are required to take the AP exam in order to 
receive the weighted credit, and I agree to support him/her in their effort to become more able to 
communicate effectively in Spanish to succeed on the AP Spanish Language Exam in May.  
I also understand that the following movies/videos may be used to enhance learning and understanding, 
since many issues, cultural norms, history topics, and common themes are best expressed and 
understood through stories and movies (please feel free to preview or check into any of the following 
movies to have a better understanding of their content and let me know if there is one that you would 
not like your student to see):  
 

 Al otro lado  

 Bajo la misma luna 

 Buscando a Leti  

 Casi Casi  

 Cilantro y perejíl  

 Cinco amigas  

 Como agua para chocolate  

 Danzón  

 Días bárbaros  

 El abuelo, mi padre y yo  

 El analfabeto  

 El espejo enterrado  

 El internado  

 El norte  

 El orfanato  

 El sur 

 Evita  

 Fresa y chocolate  

 Frida  
 Gol  

 Guantanamera  

 Il Postino  

 La bestia  

 La boda del gringo  

 La historia oficial  

 La lengua de las mariposas  

 Los de abajo  

 Los niños invisibles  

 Machuca  

 Mar adentro  

 Marcelino, pan y vino  

 Maria llena eres de gracia  

 Marianela  

 Mi familia  

 Motorcycle Diaries/ Diarios de motocicleta  

 Pan’s Labyrinth/ El laberinto del Fauno  

l women have curves**  

 

 Romero  

 Selena  

 Spanglish  

 Todo sobre mi madre  

 Todos somos estrellas  

 Un día sin mexicanos  

 Voces inocentes  

 Volver  

 Y no se trago la tierra  

 
 Tango  

 

 
** Movies to be watched as part of summer homework assignments.  
Along with a variety of short award-winning films and many clips from the news, family shows on 
Spanish-language TV stations or documentary clips from Spanish-language TV.  
 
------------------------------------- ---------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------  
Parent’s signature Today’s date Parent’s email(s) /phone #  
 
-TURN IN BOTH CONTRACTS SIGNED to Señora Madera-room 504 


