Final Exam Review Grade 8 English 2019- Exam Date: Thursday, June 13th
Exam Part 1- Reading and multiple choice- ten questions

Exam Part 2- poetry analysis

Exam Part 3- Literature essay- choose a quote and apply it to one of the longer works you read this year
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Harris and Me
Author:

Main characters: List them and two personality traits
Setting:

Plot events: list 5
Main conflict:
Theme: The message of this story is ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Specific text details to support it:
Title of independent reading book: _________________________________

Author:

Main characters: List them and two personality traits
Setting:

Plot events: list 5

Main conflict:
Theme: The message of this story is ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Specific text details to support it:
The Giver
Author:

Main characters: List them and two personality traits
Setting:

Plot events: list 5
Main conflict:
Theme: The message of this story is ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Specific text details to support it:
Title of independent reading book: _________________________________

Author:

Main characters: List them and two personality traits
Setting:

Plot events: list 5

Main conflict:
Theme: The message of this story is ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Specific text details to support it:
The Children’s Homer 

Author:

Main characters: List them and two personality traits
Setting:

Plot events: list 5
Main conflict:
Theme: The message of this story is ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Specific text details to support it:

The Diary of Anne Frank
Author:

Main characters: List them and two personality traits
Setting:

Plot events: list 5
Main conflict:
Theme: The message of this story is ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Specific text details to support it:
Literature essay details for the final exam:

You will write an essay choosing one of the given quotes and then apply it to a book (or play) that you read this year.

Some of us think holding on makes us strong; but sometimes it is letting go.
Hermann Hesse   http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/topics/topic_strength.html#ItS8Twqi6MUdmzYw.99 

Sample essay:


The quote by Herman Hesse “Some of us think holding on makes us strong; but sometimes it is letting go” is a paradox.  On the one hand, Hesse suggests that it can be important to hold on, to persevere, and to not give up.  These seem to define strength, courage, fortitude.  What Hesse suggests, though, is the opposite, that sometimes one must let go to show true strength.  This quote applies to the novel The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie in several ways.


 The main character, Junior, is a poor boy growing up on an Indian reservation.  He is the smartest boy in his eighth grade class and, according to him, the weirdest.  He is picked on constantly by the other Indian kids and is used as their punching bag.  He takes their beatings, tries to see the good, showing a lot of inner strength.  At the beginning of the book, he holds on to his identity as an Indian on the “rez”, but it’s pretty hopeless for him.  His father is an alcoholic, as many of the fathers on the reservation are, and Junior has a pretty bleak future despite his smarts.  


When he gets to ninth grade, he is not eager to start high school, but has to go.  On the first day, in math class, he opens the textbook his teacher has passed out to the class. On the inside front cover, Junior sees his mom’s name inside of the book, and realizes that they are the same books that she had used twenty-five years before when she was in ninth grade.  Disgusted by the fact that he knows he’ll never get a good education on the rez, he hurls the book toward the front of the room, where his math teacher is standing and hits him in the face, breaking his nose.  Junior is suspended from school, and at the end of the second week his math teacher visits him.  Although he doesn’t forgive Junior for what he did, he says that he understood why.  He recommends that Junior get out of the rez school and go to a better high school that would be right for him.

Junior decides to do that and his parents help him.  “Letting go” of his identity as a reservation kid was a difficult choice for him, even though he thought it would be better for him.  One of the challenges he must face is losing his best and pretty much only friend, Rowdy.  Rowdy is furious with Junior for choosing to leave their school, and he won’t talk to him anymore, leaving Junior to fend for himself against the reservation bullies.  But the worst break in their friendship comes when Junior’s new high school basketball team plays against the rez kids.  Rowdy is on the team, and in the middle of the game, gives Junior a concussion by elbowing him on the skull and knocking him out cold.

Junior represents Hesse’s quote because he has to let go of his old life- the one with no future and no hope, for a better one- with more promise.  But the letting go is not easy.  Junior must show incredible strength to turn his back on his people and follow a different path from everyone else, even though he loses many that he loves.  It was a stronger choice for him to let go rather than hold on and try to change the broken ways of the reservation life.
Name one thing I did in paragraph 1- the introduction:

Highlight two details that I included to support my understanding of the quote.

Name one thing that I did in the last paragraph to conclude my writing:
