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Course Sequence and Overview

FALL SEMESTER
AP EXAM- Research, Literature Review, 

and Methods

SPRING SEMESTER
AP EXAM- Original Research, Writing, and 

Presentation
Units and Standards: 

● 5 Big Ideas used throughout  
○ Question and Explore 
○ Understand and Analyze  
○ Evaluate Multiple Perspectives 
○ Synthesize Ideas  
○ Team, Transform, and Transmit 

● There is no set content in this course,  students will be 
deciding what to research based on their own interests 
● First Semester you will be learning  more about big R research 
- meaning  you will get to come up with a hypothesis  or theory 
about a topic and test it. 
● You will complete a literature review  (similar to 
an IRR from AP Seminar) 
● Once the literature review is completed,  you will 
find a gap in the research and  attempt to fill that 
gap using a research  method like the following 

○ Survey, interviews, statistical  
analysis, content analysis, etc.

Units and Standards: 
● By the time you reach 2nd semester you  will have the first 
half of your paper  finished and most of your original  
research completed  
● Once your original research is done,  you will analyze it 
and explain how it  answers your research question and  
addresses your gap.  
● After the completion of the Academic  Research Paper 
(5000 words) you will  create a multimedia presentation  
describing your work  
● You will present your presentation to a  panel of 
teachers/staǃ, which includes  the teacher.  
● Following your presentation you will  answer a series of 
3-4 oral defense  questions  
● There are no other components of AP  Research besides 
the Paper and the  Presentation and Oral Defense. 

Please be advised that if you plan to take the AP Exam for this course, you must  register in November. Once you submit anything (in 
January) you will be  expected to pay the $142 fee to the College Board. Individuals who do not wish to  take the exam will still be 

completing all of the same work, but will not be  eligible for the AP Capstone Diploma



2022-23
MRS. BARRERAS AP RESEARCH

Ruben S. Ayala High School

CONTACT ME
kimberly_barreras@chino.k12.ca.us

Sign up for Remind 
text alerts. Stay up to 

date on tests,  
homework, quizzes, and 

other important 
announcements.

TEXT ALERTS
Text: 81010

Message:@APResearch

Code: aprb111

MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY

REQUIRED TECHNOLOGY MATERIALS
● you will need constant access to a  

computer (you will be researching,  
writing, and collaborating on  
presentations daily) 

● You will also need near constant  
access to reliable internet. While  not 
required to complete your papers  and 
presentations on Google  Docs/Slides it 
is HIGHLY  Recommended due to the 
ability to  collaborate 

● You should create a Google  Drive 
folder specifically for AP  Research and 
share it with your  
teacher. Save your sources,  paper, and 

presentation to it.

Everything that you do 
will be submitted 
through the AP Digital 
Portfolio. You will get 
access to this when you 
register into my AP 
Classroom at the 
beginning of the year.

• Everything that you do will be 
submitted through the AP Digital 
Portfolio.  You will get access to 
this when you are registered into 
my AP Classroom at  the beginning 
of the year.  

The following items are 
required for your active 

participation in class each day:

● Chromebook charged daily
● Access to PREP Folder or 3 

inch Binder to place PREP 
materials

● CRAAP Tests (provided)
● Reading Logs (provided)
● Library Card (For whatever 

county you live)
● Calendar or Agenda (Will be 

checking regularly)Gale is another database for 
scholarly articles and 
sources. You get free access 
through the District. The 
best place to access GALE is 
through your CLASSLINK 
access page.



GRADING CATEGORIES

CLASS EXPECTATIONS

ABSENCES/LATE WORK ACADEMIC DISHONESTY MATERIALS
● For any EXCUSED Absence, you will have 

the same number of days absent to make 
up the work you missed.

● For any UNEXCUSED absence, the teacher 
will allow for make ups on a case by case 
basis and only if the student has reached 
out first.

● Late work is not accepted unless a 
student has received an extension 
PRIOR to the Due Date.

● If there are technical issues, you MUST 
reach out to the teacher to inform them 
and accommodations will be made.

60%20%
Classwork:
❖ Participation
❖ Quick-Writes
❖ Polls/Exit Tickets
❖ Journals
❖ Discussions

● Plagiarism and cheating of any kind will NOT 
be tolerated.

● This includes, copying a classmates’ notes 
and using as your own

● Using prohibited devices on tests and quizzes
● Copying and pasting from an online source 

without the proper quotations and attribution
● Distance Learning is a little diǃerent so 

most of your assessments will be open 
notes to discourage you from cheating.

● Any student who has been shown to have 
plagiarized an assignment or cheated in any 
way, will be  given an automatic zero on 
that assignment and will be reported to the 
oǄce.

The following items are 
required for your active 

participation in class each day:

● Chromebook charged daily
● Access to PREP Folder or 3 

inch Binder to place PREP 
materials

● CRAAP Tests (provided)
● Reading Logs (provided)
● Library Card (For whatever 

county you live)
● Calendar or Agenda (Will be 

checking regularly)

20%
Formative Assessment:
❖ Source Analysis
❖ Source Credibility Checks
❖ Research Log
❖ Teacher Conferences

Summative Assessment:
❖ Annotated Bibliography
❖ Process and Reflection 

Portfolio (PREP)

You will be working on the AP Exam the Entire Year for this class. You do not have to have passed the AP Seminar 
Exam to be enrolled in this course, but you will not be eligible for the certificate or diploma if you have not 

passed Seminar. The fee is the same as AP Seminar - $142.



AP Exam - The Academic Paper and the Presentation and Oral 

Defense

THE PRESENTATION AND ORAL DEFENSE -25%

THE ACADEMIC PAPER-75%



WHAT IS THE PREP?

What will you need?

● Google Drive subfolder 
titled PREP within your 
AP Research Google 
Drive Folder - shared 
with your teacher You may 
choose to purchase a 3 
inch binder and keep it 
in my room

● A Calendar of some sort 
- either Google Calendar, 
iCalendar, or a hardcopy 
of a calendar to track 
and plan

● If you prefer to have 
things printed or written 
down, you may have a 
hardcopy of your PREP 
(typically organized into 
a 3 inch binder with tabs) 
in which you take 
pictures or scan relevant 
documents for grading

You will receive a year-long checklist for your PREP, as well as more detailed 
instructions during the first week of school.



STUDENT CHOSEN TOPIC
● Since students will be choosing what  to study in this course, 
all topics  must be school appropriate and  academic in nature. 

● All topics must be approved by the  teacher prior to 
researching and  writing.  

● If there is a topic that is more  delicate, you will need  
parent/guardian approval in order  to pursue it.  

● For those with controversial or more  mature topics, students 
will be given  a parent/guardian form to sign  
before they witness the presentations  of those topics.  

● All students will be respectful toward  any topic chosen.

EXPECTATIONS

ABSENCES
● For any EXCUSED Absence, you will  have the same 
number of days absent  to make up the work you 
missed.  
● For any UNEXCUSED absence, the  teacher will 
allow for make ups on a  case by case basis and only 
if the student has reached out first.  

LATE WORK
● Late work is not accepted unless a  student 
has received an extension  PRIOR to the Due 
Date.  
● If there are technical issues, you  
MUST reach out to the teacher to inform 
them and accommodations  

● Plagiarism and cheating of any 
kind  will NOT be tolerated.  
● This includes, copying a 
classmates’  notes and using as 
your own 
● Using prohibited devices on tests 

and  quizzes  
● Copying and pasting from an 

online  source without the 
proper quotations  
and attribution 

● Any student who has been 
shown to  have 
plagiarized an 
assignment or  cheated 
in any way, will be given 
an  automatic zero on 
that assignment  

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY


