American Gov’t 9 Weeks Exam Review
Chap 1

*Among the broad purposes of the U.S. gov’t spelled out in the Preamble to the Constitution is the obligation to provide for justice and the people’s general welfare.

*Locke, Harrington, Hobbes, and Rousseau would most likely agree that the state exists to serve the will of the people.

*The theory underlying modern democracies was developed to challenge the idea that those of royal birth have absolute authority to rule.

*The dominant political unit in the world today is the state.

*A federal government is one in which power is divided between a central government and local governments.

*Parliamentary Government

· Executive is chosen by the legislature

· Prime minister and cabinet are part of the legislative branch

· Prime minister and cabinet must resign if they lose the support of a majority of the legislature

*The individual 50 States lack sovereignty which is a basic characteristic of a state.

*All of the following are among the characteristics of a state:

· Population

· Territory

· Government

*Sovereign states

· Decide their own foreign and domestic policies

· Determine their own form of government

· Have supreme power within their own territories

*In a democracy, the will of the majority cannot be used to deprive rights to a member of a minority group.

*The following are among the purposes of government outlined in the Preamble to the Constitution:

· Defending the nation against foreign enemies

· Insuring order and domestic tranquility

· Promoting the general welfare of the citizens
*Social contract theory

· The state was created voluntarily by a free people

· Governmental powers are granted by the people

· Governmental powers may be limited by the people

*The Internet

· Makes it easier to gain knowledge about government

· Gives individuals the power to entertain and inform themselves

· Contains information that is not always reliable

Chap 2

*In the charter colonies, most governmental matters were handled by the colonists.

*Virginia’s royal charter did not influence the Framers in developing the Constitution.

*Massachusetts was founded mainly as a place for personal and religious freedom.

*The principle of popular sovereignty was a feature the State constitutions and the Articles of Confederation had in common.

*Massachusetts State constitution is the oldest and still in force today.

*After the Revolutionary War, the National Government proved too weak to deal with growing economic and political problems.

*In Benjamin Franklins opinion, the final Constitution created by the delegates can best  be summarized as near perfect as possible.

*The government set up by the Articles of Confederation had only a legislative branch, consisting of a unicameral Congress.

*Parliament first limited the power of the Crown under the Petition of Right.

*The Federalist was written to win support for the Constitution in New York.

*The Articles of Confederation directly influenced the Framers in the development of the Constitution.

*The first State constitutions, adopted after independence, placed most authority with the State legislatures.

*Much of the Declaration of Independence consists of complaints of the wrongs done to the colonists.

*Benjamin Franklin’s attitude toward the new constitution was astonishment and optimism.

Chap 3

*With the words, “We the People,” the Constitution establishes its authority on the basis of popular sovereignty.

*The informal amendment process results from the daily experiences of government.

*The President’s Cabinet is an example of informal amendment by unwritten custom.

*In most cases involving judicial review, the courts have found the governmental actions in question to be constitutional.

*The basic constitutional rights of the people were First set out in the Bill of Rights.
*The legislative branch can check the judicial branch by its power to remove judges through impeachment.

*The President’s power to veto an act of Congress is an example of checks and balances.

*The Bill of Rights guarantees all of the following:

· Fair treatment before the law

· Freedom of expression

· Freedom of belief

*When there is a separation of powers, power is distributed among three independent branches of government.

*Congress can informally amend the Constitution in the following ways:

· Passing basic legislation

· Adding meaning to skeletal portions of the Constitution

· Simply exercising many of its powers

*Prohibition of alcoholic beverages was formally amended to the Constitution.

Chap 10

*The lawmaking function of Congress is central to democracy because it is the means by which the public will becomes public policy.

*The following are qualifications for House members in the Constitution:

· Must be at least 25 years old

· Must have been a citizen for at least 7 years

· Must live in the State from which chosen

*The Senate has 2 members from each State

*The candidate has been a citizen for 8 years is a fact that disqualifies a person from representing Utah in the Senate.

*Compensation for senators is the same as for representatives.

*The regular period of time during which Congress conducts its business is called a session

*The House may refuse to seat a member-elect only if he or she does not meet constitutional standards of age, citizenship, and residency.

*The number of Senate seats held by each State is fixed by the Constitution.

*Few members of Congress today are minorities.

*The Framers of the Constitution favored bicameralism because it allowed for fair and equal representation of the States at the national level.

*Congressional elections are held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November of each even-numbered year.

*Senators are elected to serve six-year terms.

Chap 13
*In case the President is disabled, the way the Vice President becomes President is determined by the Twenty-Fifth Amendment.

*According to the Constitution, the President must be at least 35 years of age.

*As of January 20, 2001, the President receives a yearly salary of $400,000.

*The electoral system broke down in the election of 1800 because of the rise of political parties.

*If an incumbent President is seeking another term in office, his party will most likely nominate the President.

*A State’s presidential electors are chosen by popular vote.

*A President can serve no more that 10 years in office.

*According to the Presidential Succession Act of 1947, the Speaker of the House follows the Vice President in the line of presidential succession.

*The President may decide to resume duties after an illness by informing Congress that no inability exists, but that decision can be challenged by the Vice President and a majority of the Cabinet.

*During the nomination process, political battles are most likely to occur in presidential primaries in the party out of power.

*The national convention is held to accomplish all of the following:

· Unify the party behind its candidates

· Pick its presidential candidate

· Adopt the party’s platform

*The least number of presidential electors a State can have is three.

*The order of succession to the presidency after the Vice President is determined by the Presidential Succession Act.

*A formal duty assigned to the Vice President by the Constitution is to preside over the Senate.

*A presidential primary can be a process to select delegates to the convention and an election to determine voters’ choice among candidates.

*The first session of the national convention is generally devoted to giving speeches. 

*The first and most widely publicized caucus today is held in the State of Iowa.

*The Framers of the Constitution called for the President to be elected by a body of electors.

Chap 18

*The court that first hears a case is said to have original jurisdiction.

*The list of cases to be heard by a court is called a docket.

*Counterfeiting could be the subject of a criminal case tried in federal court.

*The term of office for constitutional court judges is determined by the Constitution.

*The U.S. Tax Court hears civil cases.

*A federal court has jurisdiction over a case if a citizen of one State is suing a citizen from another, a State is suing a resident of another State, and if a State is suing another State.
*The federal officers who make arrests, secure jurors, and serve legal papers are marshals.

