
English 4  
Distance Learning Assignments 

Week #2 (April 27- May 1) Due 5/8/2020 
 

Teacher: Mrs. Sprecksel 
 
Student Office Hours 
 
Zoom Meeting: Monday-Friday, 2:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Use this link/ login information to join the 
meeting. It will be helpful if you have completed the day’s work prior to the meeting.   
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/93054058447?pwd=b3lTclowUlZrVS85eHZ4UHVLc1Rjdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 930 5405 8447 
Password: 7HrLvE 
 
Email and/or phone appointments: Monday-Friday, 2:45 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.  
 
Directions: 

 Complete each assignment listed below.  

 Assignments are listed by day, but you may work ahead if you choose. 

 Assignments should take no more than 30 minutes per day. 

 If you are able to participate in the Zoom meetings, please have the work for the assigned day 
completed prior to our meeting time, that way I can better help you with any questions you may 
have about the work.  

 Assignments are graded and worth 6 lessons each (30 lessons total). 

 You must earn at least 60% on each assignment in order to receive the lesson credits. 

 Write neatly. 

 Please staple all work together. 
 

 
This week we will be working with a selection from the novel The House of Mirth by Edith Wharton. 
 
Monday 4/27 
Journal Response and Vocabulary Activity 
 
Tuesday 4/28 
Read and annotate The House of Mirth Excerpt from Chapter III. Use the annotation guide instructions. 
 
Wednesday 4/22 
Answer the Think and Focus Questions (StudySync p. 455-456) 
 
Thursday 4/23 
Character Study Activity and Questions 
 
Friday 4/24 
Written Response 
 



The House of Mirth     
Journal Response and Vocabulary Activity 
 
Journal Response 
Directions: Use the space below to answer the following question:  
Mark Twain said, “What is the chief end of man?—to get rich.  In what way?—dishonestly if we can; honestly 
if we must.”  What do you think the quote means? Do you agree with what Twain is saying? Why or why not? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary Activity 
Directions: Use a dictionary (book or online resource) and write a definition for each vocabulary word 
listed.  
 

Vocabulary Word Definition 

 

in bondage to 

 

 

petty cares 

 

 

wayfarer 

 

 

landed 

 

 

vindictiveness 

 

 

gorged 

 

 

effaced 

 

 

remittances 

 

 

desultory 

 

 

imbibed 

 



The House of Mirth 
Annotation Guide W.S.  
 
Directions: Use the following guidelines to annotate your text. You must mark your text in order to 
receive credit. 
 

1.  Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions about. Enter your questions as 
annotations. 

2. Highlight at least one passage that connects with something you already know and use the 
annotation tool to explain the connection. 

3. Highlight the key characters in the excerpt and use the annotation tool to provide a brief description 
of what you know about them. 

4. Highlight the key events and details in the passage and make annotations that explain the sequential 
order in which they occur. For example, Highlight: "The remembrance roused a whole train of 
association, and she lay in the darkness reconstructing the past out of which her present had 
grown." Annotation: First key event because we learn that Lily's current situation is the result of 
her family losing their wealth. 

5. Highlight vocabulary words and explain what you think the words mean based on how they are used 
in the text. 

6. Highlight any additional unfamiliar vocabulary. Use the annotation tool to make predictions about 
the meaning of these unfamiliar terms. 

7. Highlight two examples that show how Lily reacts to her situation. Use the annotation tool to explain 
your reaction to what Lily is going through in these moments. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The House of Mirth 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The House of Mirth 
Think and Focus Questions 
Directions: Answer each part of the question with complete sentences. 
 
Think Questions 
 
1. At the beginning of the excerpt, why is Lily Bart distressed by the lines on her face? What inference can 
you make about her situation and about the position of women in the 1890s based on this information? Cite 
textual evidence to support your answer. 
 
 
 
2. What does Lily mean when she says she almost "landed" Percy Gryce? What inference can you make about 
Lily's history based on her thoughts about Percy? Support your answer with textual evidence.  
 
 
 
3.  Describe Lily's childhood. What kind of parents did she have? What effect does her upbringing and past 
have on her current situation? Cite textual evidence to support your answer. 
 
 
 
4.  Use context to determine the meaning of the word odious as it is used in The House of Mirth. Write your 
definition of "odious" here and tell how you found it. 
 
 
 
5.  Use context to determine the meaning of the word repugnance as it is used in The House of Mirth. Write 
your definition of "repugnance" here and tell how you found it. 
 
 
Focus Questions 
 
1. Describe Lily Bart's character as she is presented in this excerpt. How do outside forces influence Lily's 
character and actions?  
 
 
 
2.  What do readers learn about Mrs. Bart's character in this excerpt? What irony is revealed in Mrs. Bart's—
and by extension, Lily's—attitude toward money? Highlight evidence in the text to support your response. 
 
 
 
3.  Early in the excerpt, Lily wonders, "But why had she failed? Was it her own fault or that of destiny?" How 
might Mr. and Mrs. Bart's marriage have influenced Lily's views on marriage and money? What did Mr. and 
Mrs. Bart's roles in the family teach Lily about societal roles for men and women? Highlight textual evidence. 
 
 
 



4.  What is Mrs. Bart's role in Lily's life, both during her childhood and when Lily is an adult? How has Mrs. 
Bart influenced Lily's perceptions of money and of Mr. Bart? Highlight textual evidence and explain your 
choices. 
 
 
 
5.  Recall the unit's Essential Question: How have the literary movements of the last two centuries affected 
us? Realistic novels often focus on ideas of money and class. What themes about class does the excerpt 
from The House of Mirth suggest? How are these themes presented in the excerpt, and how is that different 
from what would be expected in a similar novel today? Highlight evidence to support your response. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The House of Mirth 
Character Study Activity 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Short Answer 
Directions: After reading the model, answer each question with complete sentences. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The House of Mirth 
Written Response 
 
Directions: Use the space below to answer the writing prompt with at least two paragraphs. 
 
Prompt:  Does Lilly truly want wealth and a rich husband, or does she want something else? Use your 
understanding of character and make inferences based on Lily’s childhood and the society in which she 
lives to form your claim.  Support your claim with textual evidence. 


