Winter Reading Assignment and Writing Prompt

Text: Jon Krakauer's Into the Wild
1. Reading






Due January 10 (A)/ 11 (B)
Read and annotate the entire novel. These annotations should include commentary, but should focus upon the SOLLIDDD, SMELL, and/or TWIST analysis annotation tools (or any annotation method learned in another English course). Students may annotate in their own copies of the novel, use small post-its, or maintain an annotation log (dialectical journal). Annotations and/or logs will be collected and graded when school begins in August. 

2. Writing Prompt: 





Due January 10 (A)/ 11 (B)
Jon Krakauer is a self-proclaimed partial biographer. His portrayal of Chris may be perceived as bias. He writes Chris in a heroic and oftentimes glorified light. While some may agree with this opinion of Chris McCandless, others find his actions insane. 

In a typed, five paragraph essay, in Modern Language Association Edition 7 format, please respond to the following passage. Your essay should be well organized and carefully written and should use evidence from the text to support your observations. 

"I think that Chris McCandless was bright and ignorant at the same time. He had no business going into Alaska with his romantic silliness. He made a lot of mistakes based on arrogance. I don't admire him at all for his courage nor his noble ideas. Really, I think he was just plain crazy." Shaun Callarman

Explain Callarman's argument and discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with his analysis. State your position (thesis) and support your position providing reasons (commentary) and textual examples (concrete details) in well-developed paragraphs.  You will be graded on how well you respond to the prompt, develop your ideas, and organize your paper.  Don’t forget the Works Cited page. 
* TWIST


SOLLILDDD


**SIFT

T = Tone


(Refer to Notes)

S = Symbols

W = Word Choice (Diction)




I  = Imagery

I  =  Imagery






F = Figures of Speech

S = Style






T = Tone/Theme

T = Theme

Dialectical Journal Procedure:

1. Draw a line down the CENTER of the page (for those of you who use Cornell style notes, this is different).

2. As you read, pay CLOSE attention to the text.  Your dialectic journal should be a place where you discuss elements of the novel that enable you to provide extended analysis in the paper itself.

3. Whenever you encounter something of interest (words, phrases, character notes), write down the word/phrase/notes on the LEFT, along with the page/line number.  If the phrase is especially long, include the first few words, ellipses, and the last few words.  DO NOT SUMMARIZE THE PLOT.  Merely summarizing the plot may be helpful when plot is confusing, however, this assignment requires you to determine more than plot

4. On the RIGHT, include your observations about the text on the left.  This is where you need to interact in DETAIL.  Your observations should be THOROUGH, INSIGHTFUL, and FOCUSED clearly on the text.  

Example of Dialectical Journal:

	Title of Work: Hamlet
Author: Shakespeare
ACT 2


	Quote from Source w/Page Number, if applicable
	Commentary:  inference, insight, prediction, analysis, question

	“…but breathe his faults so quaintly

That they may seem the taints of liberty”

--Polonius
Act 2.i.
(P. 37)
	Polonius pays a spy, Reynaldo, to watch Laertes, who is back in France.  Polonius has already proven to be meddling father at this point.  Now, Polonius acknowledges his son to be a bit of a gambler and questions his promiscuity while asking Reynaldo to “allow for some of the behavior to occur, though not all.”  Hypocrisy—especially in light of the advice father gave son in Act 1, scene 3.

	“Though this be madness, yet there is method in’t.

--Polonius

Act 2. ii. (P. 39)
	Polonius thinks Hamlet sounds crazy—however, one of the smartest things Polonius says is that there is “method” or reason in what Hamlet says.  Is Hamlet crazy?  


