Scary Story Assignment
Directions: Using the plot diagram you completed, you are to write an original scary story with a fully-developed plot and effective dialogue.  Please refer to the rubric on the back of the plot diagram to guide you as you write.  The length is unimportant; it’s how well you tell your story that matters!

(If you wish, you may type the story out—just make sure you use a readable font and that the text isn’t too small or too large!)

Character Profile #1

     Name of character__________________________________________________​​​​________


 Kind of character (refer to “Kinds of Characters in Fiction”)  ________________________

     Age____________   Height____________ Weight___________  Male or Female________

     Hair Color____________  Eye Color____________  Skin Color______________________

     Where does he/she live?______________________________________________________

     What does he/she do (job, school, etc.)___________________________________________

     Favorites: Color___________  Hobby_____________  Food___________  Sport_________  

     Animal_________________  Music_________________

     Place to go___________________  Movie_____________________  Book______________

     Thing to do on a sunny day_____________________________________________________

     Thing to do on a rainy day______________________________________________________

     Best friend__________________________  Worst enemy____________________________

     Personality__________________________________________________________________

     Would you like to have this character as a Friend? Why or why not? 

Character Profile #2

     Name of character__________________________________________________​​​​________


 Kind of character (refer to “Kinds of Characters in Fiction”)  ________________________

     Age____________   Height____________ Weight___________  Male or Female________

     Hair Color____________  Eye Color____________  Skin Color______________________

     Where does he/she live?______________________________________________________

     What does he/she do (job, school, etc.)___________________________________________

     Favorites: Color___________  Hobby_____________  Food___________  Sport_________  

     Animal_________________  Music_________________

     Place to go___________________  Movie_____________________  Book______________

     Thing to do on a sunny day_____________________________________________________

     Thing to do on a rainy day______________________________________________________

     Best friend__________________________  Worst enemy____________________________

     Personality__________________________________________________________________

     Would you like to have this character as a Friend? Why or why not?

Grade 8 Writing Rubric – Narrative
	5
	The Writing-

	
	· Clearly addresses all parts of the writing prompt.

· Demonstrates a clear understanding of purpose.

· Provides a thoroughly developed plot line, including major and minor characters, and a definite setting.

· Includes appropriate strategies (e.g. dialogue; suspense; narrative action, conflict/resolution, sensory details).

· Maintains a consistent point of view, focus, and organizational structure, including the effective use of transitions.

· Includes a clearly presented central idea with relevant facts, details, and/or explanations
· Includes a variety of sentence types.

· Contains few, if any, errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling).  These errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.

	4
	The Writing –

	
	· Addresses all parts of the writing prompt.

· Demonstrates a general understanding of purpose.

· Provides an adequately developed plot line, including major and minor characters, and a definite setting.

· Includes appropriate strategies (e.g. dialogue; suspense; narrative action).

· Maintains a mostly consistent point of view, focus, and organizational structure, including the effective use of some transitions.

· Presents a central idea with mostly relevant facts, details, and/or explanations.

· Includes a variety of sentence types.
· Contains some errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling).  These errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.

	3
	The Writing-

	
	· Addresses only parts of the writing prompt.

· Demonstrates little understanding of purpose and audience.

· Provides a minimally developed plot line, including major and minor characters, and a setting.

· Attempts to use strategies but with minimal effectiveness (e.g. dialogue; suspense; narrative action).

· Maintains an inconsistent point of view, focus, and/or organizational structure, which may include ineffective or awkward transitions that do not unify important ideas.

· Suggests a central idea with limited facts, details, and/or explanations.

· Includes little variety of sentence types.

· Contains several errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling).  These errors may interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.




	2
	The Writing-

	
	· Addresses only one part of the writing prompt.

· Demonstrates no understanding of purpose and audience.

· Lacks a developed plot line.

· Fails to use strategies (e.g. dialogue; suspense; narrative action).

· Lacks a point of view, focus, organizational structure, and transitions that unify important ideas.

· Lacks a central idea but may contain marginally related facts.

· Includes no sentence variety.
· Contains serious errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling).  These errors interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.



	1
	The Writing-

	
	· Does not address the writing prompt.

· Has no purpose.

· Has no plot line.

· Has no strategies.

· Lacks a point of view, focus, and organizational structure.

· Lacks a central idea.

· Includes incomplete sentence structure.
· Contains serious errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling).  These errors create confusion or make the essay nearly unintelligible..


