Chapter 74.  Curriculum Requirements

           Subchapter B.  Graduation Requirements

           English as a Second Language

Questions and Answers

            1.
Q.
What ESL courses are available for English graduation credit for LEP                
                                     students in High School?
A. Under the new graduation requirements adopted by the State Board of 
Education in May 1998, English I for Speakers of Other Languages and 
English II for Speakers of Other Languages may be substituted for English I 
and English II graduation credit.

2.
Q.
Who can enroll in English I for SOL and English II for SOL?

A. Only immigrant students with limited English proficiency may enroll in 
English I for SOL and English II for SOL.

3.
Q.
What other English courses must immigrant students take to complete the 
                        English graduation requirements?

A. Students must complete English III and English IV in order to meet the four English credits for graduation.

4.         Q.        Is the term “immigrant” defined in Chapter 74. Curriculum Requirements the same as the term “recent immigrant” in Chapter 101. Assessment?

A. No.  Chapter 74 does not provide a specific definition of “immigrant.”   The dictionary defines an “immigrant” as a person who comes to a country to take up permanent residence.  An immigrant student is a student who was not born in the United States.

5.
Q.
What certification is required for teachers teaching English I for SOL and  
                        English II for SOL?
A. In order to teach English I for SOL and English II for SOL, a teacher must have a secondary teaching certificate and ESL certification/endorsement.

6.
Q.
What courses can LEP students who are not immigrants take to receive
                        English graduation credit?
A. LEP students who are not immigrants must enroll in English I, II, III and IV.

7.
Q.
Must LEP students who are not enrolled in English I for SOL or English II 
                        for SOL be served by ESL endorsed teachers in order to be eligible for the
                        bilingual education allotment?
A. No.  However, LEP students must receive appropriate services as determined by the LPAC in the annual review and documented in the student’s permanent record folder.  Appropriate services may include content courses provided through sheltered instructional approaches by trained teachers, enrollment in additional state elective English courses, enrollment in ESL courses for local credit, and special assistance provided through locally determined programs.

8.
Q.
How should these students be coded in PEIMS for funding purposes?

A. LEP students not enrolled in English I for SOL and English II for SOL should be coded as LEP-ESL.

9.
Q.
Can students still take ESL I, ESL II, and ESL III?

A. Beginning 1998-99, these courses are no longer available for state graduation credit and coding is no longer available in PEIMS Data Standards.  However, districts may offer these courses for local credit only.

10.
Q.
What about students who took ESL I, ESL II and/or ESL III prior to  
                         1998-99?
A. Students who received credit for ESL I, ESL II and/or ESL III prior to the 
1998-99 school year may apply up to two of those credits toward English graduation requirements.

11.
Q.
What additional courses besides English I for SOL and English II for SOL  
                        can a district offer to LEP students who need additional help in English?
A. Districts may offer elective courses listed in Chapters 110 & 128 of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills concurrently with English I for SOL or 
English II for SOL, ESL courses for local credit only, or innovative courses submitted by the district and approved by TEA for elective credit.

12.
Q.
Can a district receive funding for a LEP student who is not enrolled in  
                         either English I for SOL or English II for SOL?
A. Yes.  Districts may receive funding for all LEP students who are receiving services documented in the student’s permanent folder and determined by the Language Proficiency Assessment Committee.

13.
Q.
What role does the LPAC play in determining the types of services for LEP
                         students?
A. The LPAC determines appropriate services for each LEP student during the annual review and provides documentation in the student’s permanent folder.

14.
Q.
How can schools on block scheduling accommodate the needs of LEP 
                        students?
A. Schools should take advantage of the flexibility offered by block scheduling to provide opportunities for students to take additional credit-bearing courses that can help strengthen their English language skills.

15.
Q.
What services can be provided to LEP immigrant students who are low-  
                        schooled and/or illiterate?
A. Services depend on district size and resources. For example, districts may establish special programs such as newcomer centers that provide intensive English language and literacy development for a period of time as determined by the LPAC.  Courses may bear local credit or state credit if approved by TEA as innovative courses.

16.
Q.
Is the school district responsible for meeting the needs of LEP students in 
                        other content areas?

A. Yes.  It is the responsibility of each school district to ensure equal educational opportunity for students of limited English proficiency.  The district is required to modify the instruction, pacing, and materials to insure that LEP students have a full opportunity to master the essential knowledge and skills of the required curriculum.  The Texas Education Agency in collaboration with Region IV Education Service Center has produced professional development materials for secondary teachers of limited English proficient students on the implementation of the ESL TEKS.  In 1998-99, additional training materials are being prepared for the implementation of the TEKS in foundation areas for teachers of limited English proficient students.

17.
Q.
What kind of training do content area teachers need to provide appropriate 
                        instruction for LEP students?

A. In order to insure that LEP students have access to the TEKS in content areas, teachers should receive inservice training on how to modify the language of instruction and use sheltered English instructional approaches.  Such training may be provided by local school districts, education service centers, centers for educator development and universities.

18.
Q.
What resources are available for content area teachers?

A. The following are some resources available:

· A professional development manual for training teachers on the implementation of the ESL TEKS at the secondary level has been produced by the Texas Education Agency in collaboration with Education Service Center, Region IV (July 1998).  A video demonstrating 6 lessons is also available.  All ESCs have copies of these materials.  Ordering information:  ESC Region IV at (713) 744-6564.
· A website with information on ESL TEKS, professional development, ESL program development, instruction and assessment, resources, technology and parents as partners is available on the internet at http://www.tpc.esc4.net/bilingual/ESL/
· The National Clearinghouse for Bilingual Education (NCBE) has a wealth of resources in their website at http://www.ncbe.gwu.edu
· A professional development manual produced by ESC IV entitled “Teaching English I and II for Speakers of Other Languages” (October 1998).  Ordering information:  ESC Region IV at (713) 744-6564.

· Three professional development guides produced by the Texas Center for Reading and Language Arts in collaboration with the Texas Education Agency and Education Service Center, Region XIII (Summer, 1998).

Early Reading Literacy in Spanish:  What Research Tells Us

English Literacy for ESL Students:  What Research Tells Us

Transitioning Second Language Learners to English Reading:

  What Research Tells Us

                               Ordering Information:  ESC Region XIII at (512) 919-5344.
