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Miss Plunkett

Othello Essay Options

Choose ONE of the following prompts and write an AP-style essay.  Your essay may be typed; it is due on Monday, Nov. 16.  You may use your text.

1.  A symbol is an object, action, or event that represents something or that creates a range of associations beyond itself.  In literary works a symbol can express an idea, clarify meaning, or enlarge literal meaning.  Using Othello, write an essay analyzing how a symbol functions in the work and what it reveals about the characters or themes of the work as a whole. (2009)

2.  One of the strongest human drives seems to be a desire for power.  Write an essay in which you discuss how a character in struggles to free himself or herself from the power of others or seeks to gain power over others.  Be sure to demonstrate in your essay how the author uses this power struggle to enhance the meaning of the work.  (2005 Form B)

3.  The most important scenes in literature are sometimes developed in scenes where a death or deaths take place.   Using Othello, write an essay in which you show how a specific death scene helps to illuminate the meaning of the work as a whole. (2004 form B)

4.  According to critic Northrup Frye, “tragic heroes are so much the highest points in their human landscape that they seem the inevitable conductors of the power about them, great trees more likely to be struck by lightning than a clump of grass,  conductors may of course be instruments as well as victims of the divine lightning.”  Using Othello, write an essay in which you explain how the suffering brought upon others by that figure contributes to the tragic vision of the work as a whole. (2003)

5.  Novels and plays often depict characters caught between colliding cultures—national, regional, ethnic, religious, institutional.  Such collisions can call a character’s sense of identity into question.  Using Othello, write a well-organized essay in which you describe the character’s response to this collision and explain its relevance to the work as a whole. (2003 Form B)

6.  The eighteenth century British novelist Laurence Sterne wrote, “No body, but he who has felt it, can conceive what a plaguing thing it is to have a man’s mind torn asunder by two projects of equal strength, both obstinately pulling in a contrary direction at the same time.”    Choose a character from Othello whose mind is pulled in conflicting directions by two compelling desires, ambitions, obligations, or influences.  Then, in a well-organized essay, identify each of the two conflicting forces and explain how this conflict within one character illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole. (1999)

