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Magna Carta, English Bill of Rights,
Mayflower Compact

» Two British documents, Magna Carta and
The English Bill of Rights, provided the
founding fathers with good examples
about limiting government power and
extending personal rights.

* The Mayflower Compact was the first
American document of self-government.
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Institutes of the Laws of England

* This book was written by Edmund Coke
and it is about English Common Law.

 John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James
Madison and Patrick Henry were all
readers of the book. Each man quoted
Coke’s book to support their revolutionary
and Constitutional ideas.









Constitution & Magna Carta
A Comparison

Magna Carta

* Protects a Baron’s rights

« Kings are not above the
law

« Kings can’t tax without the
Great Council’'s permission

Constitution

Protects a person’s rights
No one is above the law

Presidents can not tax
without Congress’s
permission



English Bill of Rights

* In 1689, Parliament passed into law, “The
English Bill of Rights™. It became one of
the foundations of English Common Law
which is England’s Constitution.

* It was originally called the "Declaration of
Rights”.









Freedoms Guaranteed

by
The English Bill of Rights

« Jury trials * Right to arms

* No excessive ball * Free to petition the

* Free elections to King
Parliament * No taxation without

» Free speech in Parliament's approval
Parliament * No cruel or unusual

punishment















Constitution & Mayflower Compact

 Each was a supreme law

* Both set up a civil government based on
“Just and equal laws”

« Each provided a way to amend the
document

 Both became the basis for other colonial
charters or state constitutions






