Reviewing Your District’s Limited English Proficient Student

Progress/Attainment Report Data for 

School Year 2009-10
Introduction


District, school and student progress reports for English language proficiency are now available at http://homeroom.state.nj.us/ under “AMAO Data”. These reports reflect the achievement of your district’s limited English proficient (LEP) students in meeting the State’s Title III Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives which relate to the following:

· Percent of LEP students that make progress in learning English; and
· Percent of LEP students attaining a 4.5 on the ACCESS for ELLs test and exiting language assistance programs within a defined timeframe.

The 2009-10 district reports show English language progress as measured by the ACCESS for ELLs™ test in 2009 and 2010. The reports also show the number and percent of students attaining a 4.5 on the ACCESS for ELLs test within the target timeframe. All districts that enrolled LEP students were required to administer the test in the spring of 2010. 
The purpose of this paper is to provide an explanation of the achievement objectives related to English language progress and attainment and to provide suggestions regarding how to review the data for accuracy.
AMAO 1 relates to making annual increases in the number or percentage of children making progress in learning English.  Progress is defined as a specific increase in the scale score points on the ACCESS for ELLs test.  AMAO 2 relates to annual increases in the number or percentage of children attaining English proficiency by the end of each school year.  AMAO 3 relates to meeting annual yearly progress (AYP) by the limited English proficient (LEP) subgroup at the district level.
As a result of the U.S. Department of Education’s (USDOE) Title III Notice of Final Interpretations, released in October 2008, and  subsequent clarifications, the New Jersey Department of Education has been required to implement changes to how AMAO results are calculated, beginning with the results of the ACCESS for ELLs test administered in the 2009-10 school year.  A revision of AMAO 1 (progress) was approved by the USDOE last year.    The NJDOE was recently informed that AMAO 2 would also have to change in order to comply with the Notice of Interpretations.  Over the past few months, several options for calculating AMAO 2 (attainment of English language proficiency) have been discussed with the USDOE.  Based on these discussions, the following Title III AMAO standards for 2010 and 2011 have been adopted:
	Title III AMAO Standards Beginning 2010

	AMAO Indicators
	2009-10 Standards
	2010 -11 Standards

	AMAO 1: Progress
	76% of students will improve 10 scale score points or more on the ACCESS for ELLs test.
	77% of students will improve 10 scale score points or more on the ACCESS for ELLs test. 

	AMAO 2: Attainment 
	4% of students in language assistance programs for less than one year through four years will attain a 4.5 composite score on the ACCESS for ELLs test and exit a language assistance program.

40% of students in language assistance programs for 5 years or more will attain a 4.5 composite score on the ACCESS for ELLs test and exit a language assistance program.
	5% of students in language assistance programs for less than one year through four years will attain a 4.5 composite score on the ACCESS for ELLs test and exit a language assistance program.

50% of students in language assistance programs for 5 years or more will attain a 4.5 composite score on the ACCESS for ELLs test and exit a language assistance program.

	AMAO 3: ELL AYP
	ELLs in a district must make AYP in at least one grade span in any one content area.
	ELLs in a district must make AYP in at least one grade span in any one content area.


Students Included in AMAO 1: Progress Data
The AMAO for English language progress is measured by spring to spring scores on the ACCESS for ELLs™ test. Only students who have been in the program for one year or more are included in the measure of progress. For this reason, kindergarten students and students who did not take the ACCESS for ELLs™ test in 2009 are not included in the district’s progress data.

Students Included in AMAO 2: Attainment of Language Proficiency Data


All students who took ACCESS for ELLs™ in the spring of 2010 are included in calculating this AMAO. The AMAO 2 targets include two cohorts: students that have been in a language assistance program up to four years, and those that have been in a program five or more years.  In order to meet AMAO 2, districts must meet both cohorts. 

“Attainment” is defined as a student having scored a 4.5 on the ACCESS for ELLs test and exited a language assistance program. In order for a student to be counted as having attained English language proficiency and exited a language assistance program, he/she must have achieved a score of 4.5 or higher for the first time in 2010.  Accordingly, students who had a Spring 2009 score of 4.5 or more and a Spring 2010 score of 4.5 or more will have an ‘N’ in the Attained column. This is to indicate that they did not attain in 2010 because they had attained the 4.5 in 2009 but did not exit the program at that time.  Thus, once a student attains a score of 4.5 or higher on the ACCESS for ELLs test, if the student does not exit the language assistance program (and takes the test again the following year and again scores a 4.5 or higher) he/she is counted as not having met the standard for attainment of  English language proficiency. 
Hints for Reviewing Your Data


Each district has been provided district, school and student progress reports for 2009-2010. Although great care is taken with data analysis, data errors can happen and districts are encouraged to check their data as follows:
· Check for indications that the matching of student data might be incomplete:

· Is there a score in the 2009 ACCESS for ELLs™ Scale Score column (column 3) for students who have been in your program for one year or more? If not, check to see if the student took ACCESS for ELLs™   in 2009.
· Is the scale score  lower or higher than you would expect? Check the student’s ACCESS for ELLs™ score report for 2010 and compare it to  score reported in the 2009-10 AMAO Student Report to see if the scores match.
· Are all students who took the ACCESS for ELLs™ test in 2010 listed? 

· Check that the years in the program are correct. If not, a student may have been put in the less- than- one- year category and not counted for improvement.
· Check that the enrollment date is correct. If this date is blank, the student may not be counted for improvement. 

     If you find errors in the data that affect your district’s outcome in meeting the AMAO, please contact the Office of Student Achievement and Accountability at (609)292-8777 or email LEP@doe.state.nj.us and request an excel spreadsheet on which to provide students’ missing information. Submit this along with the appeal form located at http://www.nj.gov/njded/bilingual/title3/accountability/  by January 21, 2011.
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