Dear Incoming AP Chemistry Students,

You are about to embark on a journey like no other. You may have signed up for this class for various reasons, but the main reason was to further your knowledge and understanding of chemistry. The jump from General Chemistry to AP Chemistry is extraordinary. Now I’m not trying to scare you from taking this class, but I am here to provide a few tips that had helped me get through this class. Since this is a college level class, every aspect of this course is accelerated. I do understand that many of you will be taking multiple AP’s and will be involved in various extracurricular activities. By being involved with sports and academics, one thing I can’t stress enough is time management. That means all you procrastinators who will be taking this course, please start changing your habits because it will affect you immensely! By managing your time, you will not only find that you will do well in this class but also learn a very important life skill, planning. Many of you reading this are probably thinking that what I’m saying is nonsense, but consider yourself warned. I was that exact kid who took this class lightly and in an ending result I didn’t do so well. Those who are reading this might either start to worry or question whether this is the right class for you. I’m here to say, take this class because you will learn so much information and the knowledge you gain from this class is unexplainable. In order to be successful in this class, you need to apply yourself first. You need to understand that you are not little children anymore and you need to start developing habits that will help you and not hurt you. This class will be the hardest of all classes you will have taken in your High School career. Hard being that there will be so much information to learn that you will need to continuously review in order to do well in the class and on the AP Exam. Now I don’t want to bore those who are reading this, so I am just going to get to the point. The things that helped me through this class were: planning, organizing, reviewing, studying, taking effective notes, studying, and of course more studying. This class may seem time consuming, but it is not. You will probably get more out of this class than any other class you will take during your years as a high school student. To be terse, please understand what I am trying to convey and take my advice that continuous effort, not strength or intelligence, is the key towards your success. From the powerful words of the English Proverb, “A good beginning makes a good end.” 

Sincerely, 

Navi Dhaliwal

Dear incoming AP Chemistry Student,


Congrats on having the guts to take AP Chem. However, if you don’t have an interest in science or if you just need another AP class, you should NOT take this class. Although AP Chem was fun and interesting class, it does take a lot of hard work. First off, you must pay attention to everything Mrs. Linden says, because she knows what she is talking about SO LISTEN! Also this is not a class where you can pass while you sleep during lectures. Secondly, you should do all your homework. DO NOT COPY because that’s just hurting yourself in the long run and you’re going to regret it when AP exam time comes. In addition when you’re taking notes you should put extra explanations in your own words so that you could understand the material better. And if you are confused about anything, go to Mrs. Linden for help. She’s there for your benefit. I also advise you to actually do all the practice tests, worksheets, and practice FRQ’s because it helps a lot when it comes to the AP exam. For the lab and lab reports, you should equally distribute the work among the entire group. Also when you do the lab reports, do it with your entire team and not give all the responsibility to one person because you never know what could happen. Also it is VERY VERY VERY VERY VERY important to be organized! You need all the notes for the AP exam and future college classes. This is seriously my favorite class so I hope I did not discourage you too much. Just do YOUR best and apply yourself. So have fun this year! Hope you pass the class and AP exam!

Sincerely,

Gladys Mae Cruz

P.S if you actually take my advice and pass the class with an A, then I’ll make you cupcakes or cookies or whatever! OHHHH YUMMMYYY (! So pass!

Dear Incoming Student,

The first thing I want to tell you is that this class isn’t for the faint-hearted. You have to come in knowing you’ll own this class. You don’t want to get owned. I’m not being nice because the reality is, this class will not be a nice easy class. Beneath the sweet, nice Mrs. Linden lies a mound of work. The only way you’ll learn is by actually doing your homework which is why you get so much of it. Don’t complain because it all has good intentions and is worth it at the end. You don’t like working hard a lot? Sucks. You absolutely have to do it or you’ll end up being totally clueless. I’m being very blunt and harsh because it is true. It is one of the hardest AP classes in the school for crying out loud. If you’ve never taken an AP class, then you need to work your butt off. Believe me, I took 11 and I have a 5.0 GPA both my senior semesters. Take it from experience, I’m rank 3. I procrastinate but I get it done. You don’t have to be a Green Choi or a James Bui to do well. Whether you procrastinate or not, you just have to get it done. Show this class who’s boss and do work. Fosho.

Sincerely,

Carlo Viray

Dear 2010-2011 AP Chemistry Students,


By signing up for this class, you have just become one of the most craziest and ridiculous students on campus. Don’t take that in a bad way though, because I am one of those crazy and ridiculous students too. Obviously, you are probably super smart and enjoy a challenging rigorous course compared to what was dealt to you in your super easy science classes, Biology and Chemistry. However, just because those classes were by no means difficult, does not mean AP Chemistry will be a breeze. Listen to me and the rest of the letters when we tell you, THIS IS THE HARDEST AP COURSE ON CAMPUS! It was the first course I actually struggled in and had to actually sit down and study for. Don’t let this scare you because as long as you are willing to commit to this class, you should be fine. However, your definition of the word commit, is very important because when I say you need to commit to this class I mean you need to do your homework the day it is assigned, spend time regularly studying, and by no means NOT ALLOWING YOURSELF TO FALL ASLEEP DURING CLASS (If I fought the urge to sleep in seventh period, then you can too)!!! Definitely buy a good AP prep book because they are a great review for tests and the AP exam. I definitely recommend the Barron’s AP Chemistry Prep book because it goes very in depth with the topics, plus it has practice problems that are much harder than what you will find on the AP exam. If you’re a freak like me, one who took a bunch of AP classes and is involved in a bunch of extra-curricular activities, make sure you make AP Chemistry one of your top priorities because once you are behind, it is hard to get back on track. I’m not trying to scare you, but if you are not willing to make AP Chemistry one of your priorities, then do not take this class because it is just going to turn into something that you regret taking and wasted your time with. Hopefully, it does not turn out that way. If you have any questions feel free to contact me, just ask Mrs. Linden for contact information. I wish you the best :]

Sincerely, 

Michaela Nuestro
Dear AP Chem student,


So you decided to take AP Chem? You’re probably thinking this: “Regular chemistry last year was a breeze. This class shouldn’t be any different, right?” Wrong. Very very wrong. First of all, AP Chem is NOTHING like regular chem. You have about fifty times more equations to learn and understand, and the level of material just blows Gen Chem out of the water. Although it does build on concepts you learned in Gen chem, 90% of the stuff you learn will not have been seen before. So what can you do to not murder yourself? First, get a review book now. You can go to it when the textbook seems difficult to understand and it makes reviewing for tests so much easier. Second, don’t skimp on memorization. If there’s something to be memorized (solubility rules, common ions) memorize it NOW. And third, if all else fails, ask Mrs. Linden for help. Especially for the harder units when the lecture seems to just fly over your head, a second explanation will make the information seem a lot clearer and easier to understand.

Best of luck,

Andrew Bernabe

Dear student taking the notorious AP chem class,

So, first off, this course is a complete 180 difference from soph year gen chem; getting an ‘A’ in this class is only 20 times harder, and understanding all the material is just as difficult. Oh, don’t get me wrong, this course was pretty amazing and it’s possible that one may earn an ‘A’. I just want to emphasize the word: earn. Secondly, potential is not enough to survive this class. It’s awesome when people see their potential, but sometimes facing reality is a better option: especially in this class. When potential is mistaken as reality, grades and GPA can fall low. In order to combat the two points mentioned before, there has to be self discipline and a neat work (& h.w.) habits, as well as lots of desire. Maybe it’s not that kind of desire, but the kind that drives people to go the extra step and lose a couple hours of sleep, the kind that is a personal power which, can push people into the worst days ever; however, also making twice as many good days. Many know the importance of junior year. Shaping out a successful year starts with being decisive, either keep the class and put every drop of effort in or take another class. I’d say good luck to you, but good luck is only said when there’s a complicated or bad situation up ahead. And I’m not psychic so I’m going to have to say, "If you're going through hell, keep going. "~ Winston Churchill 

~Felicia Gu

Dear Incoming AP Chemistry Student,

Congrats on choosing to take AP Chemistry! AP Chemistry was the hardest class I ever took so far in high school. This class was the first class I ever had to actually study for. There is a ton of homework in this class, and out of all the other AP classes and college class I took, AP chemistry had the most work and took the most time outside of class.

If you are greatly involved in school, or if you are always busy, I recommend not taking this class because it takes a lot of time outside of class. With the 2 other AP classes and 1 dual enrollment class I took along with AP chem. And being involved in Senate, JROTC, Interact Club, CSF, NHS, Invisible Children Club, and a few other community service activities, I barely got all of my AP chemistry work done. AP chemistry is a great class to take if you love science, but if you don’t have the time for it, this class will be very difficult.

Here is some other random advice I will list:
-listen to as much advice as you can

-make sure to always do your homework each night, even though it is not collected each class, so that you can avoid procrastination and waiting until the night before the test to do all of your homework

-read the textbook! It is probably one of the most boring books you will ever read but it makes the concepts easier to understand. It also helps with studying and for the test

-it doesn’t matter how well you did in regular chemistry. Topics and concepts greatly expand and you learn a lot of new information. Don’t underestimate AP chemistry!

-get a Barron’s study book for the AP exam

-make sure to have good lab groups—labs are very complex so it is necessary to have a good lab group to efficiently do labs and to evenly split up the work

-remember! This is a college class! You will be more independent than in a regular class!

-keep your work organized throughout the year by making your own binder or portfolio of work and tests from each unit—this really helps when studying for the AP exam

-REMEMBER! YOUR SUCCESS ON THIS CLASS DEPENDS ON THE AMOUNT OF TIME YOU PUT INTO IT!!!!!

Good luck this year!

--Alex Pham

Dear future AP chemistry students,


This course is a lot of fun but it’s also A LOT of work. If you want to survive AP chemistry, you must not enter the class thinking it will be a breeze. Yes, I am talking to those of you who just slept everyday in gen. chem. and still ended up with an A+ in the class. That was me but then I had regretted not listening to the advice given to me from past AP chemistry students. My one main piece of advice is of course, not to procrastinate as best you can. Also, try not to overload yourself with too much otherwise I consider that you not take this class. 

For those who are continuing:

· Stay Awake in Class and Don’t have a lot of absences!

· Do your best to not get behind on homework.

· Choose reliable Lab partners! ( VERY IMPORTANT!

· Make sure you know how to do all types of Stoichiometry Problems.

· READ THE UNIT ADVICE (:

I just wanted to congratulate those of you who have enough courage to take this course. GOOD LUCK! (:

~Sheliemae

Dear AP Chem Student, 

I, being a previous Chem student, would like to tell you some helpful suggestions rather than the typical “study and do your homework advice.” I would like to tell you that I’m not the perfect student; I got a B first semester and between a D-C second semester. I procrastinated and reached a point in my life where I didn’t care about chemistry homework or assignments even though I still loved the science of chemistry. However, loving science alone will not look good on a transcript, as I experienced second semester. So I’m here to maybe encourage you to not do what I did. I mean, I was actually driven first semester, so I don’t know if this will help as you read it entering the beginning or Junior or Senior year.

Just remember, paying attention in class is probably the most important part of the class. Like for me, I did virtually no homework second semester, but I paid attention every class and did my lab reports. So I still understood the material, so when the ap test rolled around, it was easy. I also want to tell you right now, Mrs. Linden’s tests are way harder than the actual ap exam, so don’t get discouraged if you get a D or F on a test. Don’t get me wrong; it’s a difficult exam but you’ll be over-prepared so it’ll seem easy.

If you have a job or are very anal about getting that “A,” then maybe this class is not for you. I worked 25 hour weeks and had two other aps with a full schedule. I really should have dropped the class, because I simply didn’t have enough time to do all of the assignments.  However, if you share the same love and excitement for chem as I did, then stay because it’s worth learning the material even if you might end up with a C in the class. 

Unfortunately, tests are worth a lot (this is a college class, of course) and there is a ton of homework, so the class takes a toll on one’s brain and body. In saying this, to get a perfect grade, there’s a lot of work and stress. If you just want to learn the material just for the sake of learning, then pay attention, and the class won’t be too hard.

Other than that, make sure to always go in for help on labs. The worst position one could be in is where its 12:00 am and the lab report is due in seven hours and you forgot how to solve a titration calculation or something. Another important thing I would suggest is reviewing notes because things are easily forgotten. 

Lastly, bring some food or water to class because falling asleep or getting bored may occur, especially at the end of the day. 

-Candice Weldon
Yo,

   SO you probably thought that normal chemistry was easy and decided to take AP chem. Congratulations. Really. But you have no idea what you got yourself into. Don’t freak out, it’s not that bad… but it will be a long hard trek. However, if you succeed you will be not only among the school’s elite, you will be infinitely more prepared for college. And, for the rest of high school your classes will seem easy. All I can suggest is that you study and actually do your homework. Mrs. linden will take of the rest.

Best of luck,

       Dutzi
Future AP Chem. student, 

First off, congratulations on passing gen chem. Don’t be too relaxed because what you covered in a year will only be very few weeks’ worth of AP Chem. Do not take this class simply because you want to be valedictorian. Take this class because there is actually something significant you can obtain from it. This class alone is going to take a lot of your time. Don’t procrastinate and do your homework daily. If you are taking several other APs, consider carefully about taking this course. This year is going to be the most important year academically, so don’t screw it up! I understand you want a really good transcript with sports, clubs, and a lot of advanced courses. However, if it’s not going to benefit you and only affect you negatively, consider cutting down on the amount of AP classes you are taking before the 6 week mark. Trust me; I regret with all my being that I had not listened to the previous students’ letters. It has its consequences. Choose lab groups wisely because you do not want to be the only person writing all of your lab reports.
-rebekah
p.s. Make decisions WISELY ! !   !

Dear Mentees,

    There are only a few reasons why people would take AP chemistry. Most of the students taking this course are planning on majoring in the sciences in the future. If you have already decided your major to be something else other than the sciences, I suggest a reconsideration in taking AP chem as Mrs. Linden suggested to us earlier this year. Taking AP chemistry simply for the college credits would be a bad idea because there simply isn't enough motivation to keep working through the massive workload as well as the many hours of studying need for this course. However, if you have decide to major in the sciences, especially in areas that require you to take a chemistry course in college, this is one of the best classes you could take to prepare you for the course you take in the future. Just remember to try your best not to fall behind and study for the lab tests because you only have a few the whole year so you wouldn't want to mess them up. Also, always study for tests because they are 60% of your grade in the class so they are weighted pretty heavily. As long as you do well on the tests you'll get a decent grade in the class.

 

        Have Fun,

            

        Matt Peng

Dear AP Chem Student of the Future,


You are crazy for taking this class. It’s difficult and a lot of work, but it’s a class worth sticking to. If you’re consistent with your work, listen in class, and pay attention to the “strongly recommended” tips Ms. Linden tells you then you’ll do fine in the class. Make sure you know your ions list and solubility rules! These are significant for not only the class, but also the AP exam. Be sure not to procrastinate in this class, especially with homework because it is definitely not going to help you with your exam or in the long run. Make sure you understand the practice problems and the reactions that are in the tutorials and the OAD’s because those reactions are definitely going to help you in the test. Also, be sure to read the chemistry textbook. It’s a little difficult to understand at first, but through perseverance it should get easier as you continue. The textbook and focus questions really help you understand conceptually what is happening. If you follow these tips then you’ll be on track to pass the AP Exam. Good Luck! 

Sincerely, 

Jazmine Sabile

Dear Future Ap Chemites,

       If you are reading this then you must be one of those people that enjoys torture. This class is pure torture on the human mind because of all the information that needs to be absorbed happily into the brain with little time to do so. To help you through your torture days, here’s some advice. First of all, it is important to remember that this is a college science class. Say goodbye to high school science. You will need to know how to befriend your textbook. Second advice would be to study hard. Study whatever you can get your hands on. Study the “stuff you should know” sheets and really know those concepts. Third piece of advice would be to know the different reaction types and how to find their products. Practicing reactions is imperative. Fourth thing is that labs are more complex than regular chemistry and that the report is also more complex. Being organized, picking partners who share the work load, and understanding the main purpose of the lab will help bring success. The last piece of advice is to remember the solubility rules and sig figs. Both concepts are important! Solubility comes up throughout the year. If you know those rules then you will have a successful year. So, to conclude you need to practice and try not to forget the important concepts of the previous units. You learn and learn and learn and sometimes it gets hard to remember the important things of the first two units. That’s why you should dedicate at least an hour a day going over and reviewing old concepts. Especially, the reaction unit. Hopefully by the end of the year, your brain is still intact and you still have a full head of hair.

Wish all the luck,

Tiana

AP Chem is a huge party every class! NOT! well... kinda. There's jokes most of the days and lots of laughter. Just a warning, AP Chem is completely different compared to gen. chem. Everything you learn in gen. chem. is what we learn in about 2-3 weeks. The first couple units has a lot of review, but everything else is new.

AP Chem would probably be hard, it really dpeends on whether you really like chemistry or if you are dedicated. If you arent, then you will probably hate the class and not appy yourself to the class. If you don't apply yourself to the class you will fail.

We get a lot of homework, and its very important that you do it. Mrs. Linden might not check the homework but its your fault for cheating yourself out of actually learning and having the extra practice to pass the class. Doing your homework actualy helps you remember the things you learn in class. 

I hope I didn’t scare you away from taking the class. I absolutely love this class. I hope this letter helped you. 

Good Luck,

Kimberley Manalo

Welcome to AP Chemistry! You may have thought that this will be an easy class. Well, it's not. You can most definitely succeed as long as you don't procrastinate and actually study your notes for your tests. Also, read the material! It will help you understand what you learn in class.
My best wishes for success,
Megan Hiten

Hi AP Chem. Students,
PLEASE LISTEN TO THIS LETTER IT WILL HELP YOU I PROMISS YOU.You may have thought you were going to do really good in this class because I did so well in gen. Chem., but is not because this is the HARDEST class on campus. AP Chem. Is way different than ur gen chem class. After hearing what I have told you, you may want to drop the class but remember this is preparing you for your college classes. And please please please please do not let yourself procrastinate or cheat to get ur homework done because it does help you in the long run!
Have fun,
Kaitlin Purvis 

Dear Future AP Chem students,

Ap Chem is going to be the toughest class you taken yet, you students who took AP Bio and thought that was a hard class, well you’re going to get a reality check, AP Bio was cupcake stuff compared to this class. You can’t walk into this class thinking it’s going to be an easy A+, because it’s not. This class is going to make you hate chemistry in the beginning but towards the end of the class you will have a better understanding of chemistry. One thing you can’t do in this class is not do your homework and `not study for test because you won’t succeed in this class. This class is practically notes, Notes, notes, lab, and test, you don’t have these fun projects that you would have in AP bio or any other regular science classes. My final words of wisdom are pay attention, do work, study, ask for help, know your solubility rules/Ion list, and drop out of the class if its just to hard for you, do it within the first six weeks, or your transcripts will have A W/f which isn’t good and hurts your chance at college. When you drop this class your are going to have an easier life. So don’t stress too much because you can’t succeed in this class.

Sincerely,

Allen Ramirez

PBP
Dear Future AP Students, 

First off, you all are really brave for taking a class like this. I’m sure you have heard how hard it is and how it’s a rigorous class like no other. But don’t get scared. I’m sure you will all do fine. Each day you will either do notes or a lab. Almost every week there is an exam. BE PREPARED. From experience I suggest that you keep all your notes chapter wise in a binder, not a notebook, because its easier to review. You will be assigned different OAD’s, focus questions, and other assignments each day. What really worked for me is keeping the assignments in separate binders like a binder for worksheets and a binder for focus questions. I suggest not missing any classes because it’s easier understood then read. The work you are given won’t be due the next class but keep up with it. Let me tell you, procrastination DOESN’T WORK for AP chem. 

Throughout the year, I think I slacked off on reading the book and keeping up for the exam. Second semester I bought a prep book that really really helped me figure out things I didn’t know. BUY ONE.  Use all the study tools you can find. Please be prepared to put in many many hours a week for this class. There were people in sports, clubs and other activities but time management is a key in AP chem. I think that with this class you will learn how to study and prepare you for college, seniors!!

If I didn’t give credit to Mrs. Linden it wouldn’t be fair. She has helped everyone in our class get through this journey. If you ever need anything, go and ask Mrs. Linden. You can’t go wrong. She is a great teacher and I felt really prepared for AP exam at the end of the year. If you signed up for this class, persevere and you can do it. It will get frustrating but you’ll do an amazing job! Don’t give up! GOOD LUCK FUTURE BRONCOS!



Sincerely,



Roshni Patel (2009-2010 AP Chem student)

