HONORS JUNIOR ENGLISH

Mr. Sadil/B08

OVERVIEW

This course is designed for intellectually curious and academically motivated students who wish to improve reading, writing, and thinking skills in the context of the study of challenging literature.  Specifically, the course focuses on a survey of American literature, studied within a historical, cultural context.  The course requires extensive reading and frequent essay writing in preparation for either Writing 121 or AP English during the student’s senior year.  Due to the controversial themes explored in many novels and short stories that have entered the literary canon, students in Honors Junior English are expected to develop a mature response to material that may challenge their existing points of view.  
CONTENT ALIGNMENT

It is assumed that students in Honors Junior English have already met their essential skills graduation requirements for both reading and writing.  This course is aligned with the Common Core content standards, creating a seamless transition to university level curriculum.

STUDENT OUTCOMES

Students will gain an appreciation of the universal themes and relevancy explored in the rich tradition of American literature.  They will increase their ability to explain how literature reflects, influences, and comments on human experiences and societal assumptions, traditions, structures, and changes. Students will develop skills in interpretive reading, analytical writing, and critical thinking.  They will compose essays, using a variety of strategies to provide evidence in support of a thesis, as well as practicing source documentation.  Students will also use oral, visual, and multimedia forms to convey information and ideas.  

UNITS OF STUDY

Fiction review: Typhoon
Nonfiction review: Slocum
Hemingway: El Viejo y El Mar
Faulkner: “The Bear”
Steinbeck: The Grapes of Wrath
Poetry:  Elizabeth Bishop, et al
Matthiessen: Far Tortuga
EXPECTATIONS

Academic honesty:  You are expected to do your own work.  Cheating on quizzes or exams will result in zero credit for the assignment.  For major projects and essays, evidence of academic dishonesty will result in zero credit for the assignment.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, presenting someone else’s work (whether from the internet, another student, or any other source) as your own.  A second instance of academic dishonesty becomes a disciplinary problem requiring a referral to the principal.

Behavior:  I expect you to be respectful, responsible, and ready for class.  Specifically:

· I expect you to demonstrate common courtesy to every student and adult in the class.

· I expect you to try new things, suspending judgment when necessary in order to give yourself the opportunity to learn.

· I expect students to clean up any mess they make and refrain from bothering other people’s property.

· I expect you to be on time.  If you are outside the class when the bell rings, you will be marked tardy.  Following a third tardy, a letter will be sent home. On the fourth tardy, you are assigned lunch detention.  Following a fifth tardy, students receive a disciplinary referral.  If you are more than twenty minutes late to class, you are marked absent.
· I do not allow food or drinks in my classroom.  Water is okay.

· I do not allow toys, headphones, personal stereos, cell phones, electronic games, pagers, iPods, iPads or similar devices to be used in my classroom.  Because I dislike arguing over petty matters, I employ the “if-I-see-it-I-take-it” policy.  Put away your cell phone or other devices before you enter my classroom.
GRADING

Grades are based on student achievement on assignments designed specifically to measure progress toward the State of Oregon Content Standards.  Students receive points for the quality of work produced.  Extended projects and essays are part of a required curriculum; as such, they are weighted so that it is difficult, if not impossible, for a student to pass the class if he/she fails to turn in any of these assignments. Danger of failure notices are mailed home midway through each quarter.  Semester grades are based on a cumulative total of points, not an average between quarter grades.  Important: If you are active in extracurricular activities that require you miss class, or if you miss class for any reason, make sure you pick up readings and assignments the following day—not when you arrive for the next class.  Otherwise, you will not be prepared for the current class. Of course, your make-up work will often include the 80 minutes of work we did during class plus any assigned homework.  

CONTACT

I am available for questions or help of any kind before or after school in room B08 and during my prep periods, 4 and 6, in either B08 or the English office, room B09.  Students and parents can also reach me by phone (541.386.4500) or email, scott.sadil@hoodriver.k12.or.us.  I also welcome the opportunity to discuss the success of my students or any other matter regarding their education. 
Your Name: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name: _______________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian signature: _____________________________________________________
Thank you.

Scott Sadil

