Handout 1

California Preschool Learning Foundations: Frequently Asked Questions

1. How do the English-language development foundations relate to the Preschool EL Resource Guide (Title: Preschool English Learners: Principles and Practices to Promote Language, Literacy, and Learning)?

The English-language development (ELD) foundations describe what children typically demonstrate at three different levels of successive English-language development. The Preschool English Learners Resource Guide reinforces the information in the introduction to the ELD foundations, and includes additional material about family and community language practices, simultaneous second language acquisition, and supporting the English-language learner with special needs. The four stages of successive or sequential second language acquisition found in the EL Resource Guide (home language, observational/listening, telegraphic/formulaic and fluid stages) are approximately “parallel” to the three levels in the ELD foundations: beginning level -home language and observational/listening stage; middle level -observational/listening and telegraphic/formulaic stages; and later level –fluid stage. The guide includes information on creating a supportive classroom environment, strategies to strengthen children's language acquisition, as well as the crucial role of the family in the education of English learners.

1. How does one determine whether a child is an English learner?

The California Department of Education has not adopted or recommended a formal process or instrument to determine who is a preschool English learner. English learners are children whose families use a language other than English at home and whose primary or first language is a language other than English. Families are the best source of information concerning preschool children’s early experiences with language learning. If the family reports that a preschool child’s primary language is other than English, the child is considered an English learner.

English learners enter preschool with different levels of experience with English, as well as with varying skills with their primary languages. For example, a three-year-old English learner may begin preschool after attending a childcare program for twelve months where the adult teachers and some children speak English. This child may already know some English vocabulary and may be able to communicate in English using simple phrases. In contrast, a four-year-old English learner may enter preschool after being cared for only at home by family members who speak a language other than English. This latter child may begin preschool trying to communicate with adults and other children using the primary language. It is important to note that, regardless of children’s prior experience with English, they learn English at different rates from one another. In addition, individual children’s progress in one area of learning may occur at a different rate than in other areas of learning.

1. How does one assess and monitor children's progress on the preschool English-language development foundations?

The Desired Results Developmental Profile© - Preschool 2010 (DRDP - PS 2010) is aligned to the California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 1. As part of alignment, four measures were developed that focus on the English-language development (ELD) of children whose home language is not English. These measures allow preschool teachers to observe and track children’s progress in reaching the competencies described in the preschool ELD foundations. English learners may demonstrate their competence in any of the DRDP measures using their home language or English.

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/psfoundationsfaq.asp

