
English 4  
Distance Learning Assignments 

Week #5 (May 18- May 22)  
Teacher: Mrs. Sprecksel 
 
Student Office Hours 
 
Zoom Meeting: Monday-Friday, 2:15 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. Zoom meetings may be scheduled by 
appointment as needed. 
 
Email and/or phone appointments: Monday-Friday, 2:45 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.  
 
 
Directions: 

 Complete each assignment listed below.  

 Assignments are listed by day, but you may work ahead if you choose. 

 Assignments should take no more than 30 minutes per day. 

 If you are able to participate in the Zoom meetings, please have the work for the assigned day 
completed prior to our meeting time, that way I can better help you with any questions you may 
have about the work.  

 Assignments are graded and worth 6 lessons each (30 lessons total). 

 You must earn at least 60% on each assignment in order to receive the lesson credits. 

 Write neatly. 

 Please staple all work together. 
 

 
This week we will begin writing an Informative/ Explanatory Essay about an author. 
 
Monday 5/11 
Read Informative/ Explanatory Essay Introduction 
Complete W.S. 
 
Tuesday 5/12 
Read and annotate student model 
 
Wednesday 5/13 
Fill in The Blank W.S. 
 
Thursday 5/14 
Journal: How difficult/ easy will it be for you to write this essay? 
 
Friday 5/15 
Brainstorm 
 

 

 
 



Informative/ Explanatory Essay Writing Introduction 
 

 

 

 



Informative/ Explanatory Essay W.S. 
Directions:  Fill in the blanks with the information you read from the introduction. 
 

One purpose of informative research papers is 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Informative research papers use 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
A strong research paper will use both 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Primary sources are___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Secondary sources____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Strong informative research papers are based on 
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Informative writing is always___________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
List nine features of informative research papers 
 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7.  

8. 

9. 



Informative Explanatory Essay Student Model 
 
Directions: Read the student model below. Use the annotation guide to mark the text. 
 
Annotation Guide 
 

1. Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions about. Enter your questions as 
annotations. 

2. Highlight at least two key quotes, examples, or details presented in the student model and explain 
why you think the writer included them. 

3. Highlight any unfamiliar vocabulary. Analyze context clues to determine the meaning of these 
unfamiliar terms. 

4. Highlight the sentence or sentences that you think best express the author's main idea. Annotate to 
explain why you think this sentence or these sentences express the author's main idea. 

5. Highlight the sentence or sentences in final paragraph that you think best summarize what the 
author has tried to inform or explain about in this research paper. Explain why you think this 
sentence or these sentences summarize what the author has tried to inform or explain about in this 
research paper. 

 
 

 



 

 

 



Informative/ Explanatory Essay Student Model W.S. 
Directions: Reread the student model and fill in the blank with the best answer. 
 

1.  The central idea is           
 

The sentence that most clearly states this main idea is        
              
 
2.  The writer says that the novel is still popular because       
              
 
This information is relevant to the main idea of the essay because     
               
 

3. Pride and Prejudice is a good example of literary Realism because     
               
 

This supports the thesis statement because         
              
 
4.  An idea I have for my own essay is (Refer to the prompt at the top of the student model if you need 
to )              
              
 
Selections and resources I would use are        
               
 
5. Some literary movements I have learned about include       
              
 

Some characteristics of these movements include       
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Informative/ Explanatory Essay  
Journal 
 
Directions: Respond to the prompt below with at least one half page of writing.  
 
How difficult/ easy will it be for you to write this essay? What are some of your concerns? What are 
some of your strengths as a writer?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Informative/ Explanatory Essay 
Brainstorm 
 

 


