John Champe High School

English 10H Syllabus

Mrs. Amy Carroll

Email:  amy.carroll@lcps.org

Course Description:    

This course is designed to challenge the developing thinker and writer as s(he) enters 10th grade.  The works have been selected based on classical time periods and themes from British Literature.  Our focus will be on developing critical and analytical thinking and writing skills using multiple types of assessments.

Essential to success in English 10 Honors is the ability to work with your peers.  In some instances, I will assign your groups; in others, you will have the option to choose.  This process will both broaden the range of perspectives to which you are exposed and give you the opportunity to understand different ways to accomplish a single task.  Collaboration is essential for success in the classroom and the working world – so we will begin our practice now! 

Technology will be integrated throughout the curriculum. While a personal computer is not required/necessary, I do recommend that you find reliable wireless connections (home computers, smartphones, school/public library, coffee shops, bookstores), as you will need to use to use the Internet for various assignments. The class website will be updated frequently; please check often for new resources and information regarding assignments.

The following novels/stories may be covered this year (list subject to change):                


                           The Curious Incident of The Dog in the Night Time by Mark Haddon
            
Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde
            


And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
1984 by George Orwell 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs

*Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte (possible lit circle novel)

*Great Expectations by Charles Dickens (possible lit circle novel)
*Selected short stories and critical essays

*Selected poetry

Materials for Class:

-3 ring binder
-dividers
-loose-leaf paper
-highlighters

-note cards
-pens (any color)

GRADING

You will be evaluated using the following categories: applied practice (daily activities and at-home practice), projects/presentations, quizzes/tests, and writing. Grades will be given a point value and will be based on the Loudoun County grading scale:

A+ = 98% - 100%


B   = 83% - 86% 


C-  = 70% - 72% 
                          A   = 93% - 97% 


B-  = 80% - 82% 


D+ = 67% - 69%

A-  = 90% - 92%


C+ = 77% - 79% 


D   = 63% - 66%

B+ = 87% - 89%


C   = 73% - 76% 


D-  = 60% - 62%











F = 59% and lower

Applied Practice
“Applied Practice” is our catch-all for a variety of work including but not limited to: reading assignments, in-class activities, participation in class discussions/Socratic seminars, out-of-class practice, and mini-projects. This work will allow us to further our own learning in a variety of avenues.

Projects/Presentations
Throughout the year you will be assigned various projects or presentations to complete. These may or may not include group activities. All projects and/or presentations are expected to be completed on time and may require work outside of class.

Quizzes/Tests

Quizzes or tests may be assigned to assess mastery of your course work; these tools will mainly be used in relation to grammar, vocabulary, and literary terms instruction. Quizzes may or may not be announced.  

Writing Processes
Writing is a process; your participation in this process will be regularly assessed. Drafts will be checked for completion and evidence of revision. Papers must be printed, stapled and organized in proper MLA format before turning in.


*Final paper is typed, double spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font with 1 inch margins

*Final paper must have correct heading, header, and include a creative title (more on those later)
Re-Takes/Multiple Efforts:

· You can meet with me to discuss retakes/multiple efforts opportunities for process activities (applied practice activities, quizzes, etc.). You must initiate this process by speaking with me within ONE WEEK of a returned grade that scored a 75% or below.  You will then be asked to fill out a reflection sheet and complete additional enrichment activities suggested during the conference.  The grade on the retake will replace the initial grade.
· The only larger/extended assignment that you will have an opportunity to rework is a formal writing assignment.  In order for the opportunity to be made available, you must have met all process deadlines for the assignment, must complete a self-reflection form, and must conference with me prior to submitting a rewritten paper.  It is your responsibility to initiate this process.  The grade on the rewrite will replace the initial grade.


THE LCPS ENGLISH HONORS ASSESSMENT
The Commonwealth of Virginia requires that all courses that are weighted have a common assessment to ensure that students meet consistently high standards across schools and classrooms.  In Loudoun County Public Schools, Honors-level high school English classes receive a 0.5 GPA weight (on a 4.0 scale), and we meet the state’s requirement through two, year-long assessments. 


Writing Reflection Essay/Yearlong Portfolio

The Honors Portfolio Reflection Essay is the culmination of a year’s writing portfolio development and students’ on-going reflections on their growth as writers. In Honors English, students are expected to be writing a great deal and reflecting on these writings throughout the year. The Honors Portfolio Reflection Essay will have the students gather evidence from their work throughout the year of initial strengths, areas of growth, and skills on which they still need to focus. The student will then write a timed, typed reflection essay on this progress. This writing will serve two purposes for students: (1) for the student to recognize his or her progress over the course of the year and (2) to give the student an opportunity to synthesize documents into one larger reflective essay. The final product for the Honors Portfolio Reflection Assessment will count as a summative grade for the fourth quarter.

The Big Question Synthesis Project

The Big Question Synthesis Project engages students in a process of increasingly independent inquiry over the course of the year. At the end of the first quarter, students will be required to select a Big Question which is, by definition, difficult to answer, or answerable in a number of ways. After choosing or creating a Big Question, a student will seek out a range of “artifacts” that address this question over the course of the year. The teacher will offer the student a number of opportunities throughout the year to connect the work going on within the classroom to the individual student’s Big Question. The student will also gather material independently from a variety of sources which will also be collected in the student’s portfolio. At the end of the year, each student will reflect on his or her individual Big Question. What answers could they come up with? How has the literature they have experienced influenced their ideas about their particular Big Question? The final Big Question analysis will give students a chance to synthesize sources gathered independently with the literary works covered in class and attempt to formulate an answer to their Big Question. The final product(s) for the Honors Big Question Synthesis Assessment will count as 50% of the final exam grade.

LEARNING, LATE WORK, and ABSENCE POLICIES

Learning and Late Work Policies

Learning is your responsibility. As such, you are expected to:
· Ask clarifying questions if you do not understand a concept, due date, or directions to an assignment. Do NOT wait until the day the assignment is due to ask.

· Complete all assignments fully.

· Submit assignments on time. 
**On time = printed and in the inbox at the time the bell rings.  You should not be printing your paper at the beginning of class.  If you have printer issues, secure an electronic copy and print in the library or elsewhere before English class.  “Printer problems” are not exceptions to the late-work policy. You should plan ahead, have plenty of paper and ink, not wait until the night before to print, and have an electronic version in case you need to find a school computer to print the assignment. Assignments should not be printed off at the beginning of class; work will be considered late if it is not ready for submission at the bell. 
Note: A 10% reduction will be taken each class period that an assignment is late. Teachers will no longer accept late assignments from the first half of each quarter after one week prior to the interim.  The same will apply for the second half of each quarter; nothing will be accepted late from the interim report to one week prior to the end of the marking period.  These dates will be posted/ announced.

Absence Policy:
If you are absent:
· Check the classroom website  – our daily agenda and homework will always be listed.

· If you are absent from school on the due date of a major assignment:


-Contact me VIA EMAIL to make arrangements for submitting your work.


-Submit your work by the mutually-agreed upon deadline and possible point deduction to be 
considered “on-time.”   
· Furthermore,


-if you are in school but not in class on a day that an assignment is due, you are still expected 
to turn in the assignment. 


-if you are attending a school function, you are expected to turn in all work before leaving. 

HONOR IN THE CLASSROOM
According to Merriam Webster, a person who is honorable is “characterized by integrity; guided by a high sense of honor and duty.” As Knights, we follow the maxim of CHARGE: Character, Honesty, and Respect Generate Excellence. Honor and integrity are prerequisites for doing well in Honors English; I expect each of you to practice honest learning.

A student will bring his/her honor into question through the act of plagiarism and/or cheating, which LCPS defines as “the unlawful use of the words or ideas of another as one’s own without giving proper acknowledgements to that source. This includes published works of other students and family members.” 

We will review the MLA citation style in class. My rule of thumb is that if you’re not sure if you should cite a source, chances are that you should.  If you are still confused, please ask!

I have a zero tolerance policy for honor infractions. If you are found to have plagiarized an assignment of any size, you will receive an automatic “0” on the assignment, and disciplinary action based on John Champe’s student conduct policy will be issued. Please refer to page 8 of the 2014-15 Student Agenda for more information. 
Classroom Behavior:  JCHS’ printed codes and policies are to be maintained at all times.   Be respectful of people and places; be honest, courteous, and kind.  Listen to the opinions of others with an open mind.  Share your thinking with the class.  

What I expect from you:
1.  You will be in your seat and ready for work when the bell rings.

2.  You will always have your class materials with you.  

3.  You will turn in completed work on time.  

4.  You will monitor your grades regularly.

5.  You will attend Shield after an absence to take care of make-up work or any time you have questions about an assignment that I can help clear up for you.

6.  You will attend Shield if your average drops below 80%.

7.  You will assist in creating a classroom environment that is encouraging, safe, and respectful.

8.  You will abide by JCHS policies on tardiness, dress and behavior.                                         

What you can expect from me:

1.  I will begin class on time and be prepared every day.

2.  I will be available to answer any questions or to render assistance during Shield time or before school (by appointment – I’m usually here, but not always in my room).

3.  I will provide an environment that is encouraging, safe, and respectful.

4.  I will return graded work promptly so you will know exactly how you are progressing at any given time.

5.  I will respond to any concerns you or your parents may have as quickly as I possibly can. 
*Parents, the best way to contact me is through email (amy.carroll@lcps.org).

English 10 Honors 
Policies and Expectations

By signing below, you acknowledge that you have received and understand the classroom policies and expectations for English 10 Honors. More specifically, you agree to complete all assignments with academic honesty.

On my honor as a student at John Champe High School, I promise not to plagiarize or give or receive unauthorized aid on any assignment in English 10 Honors. I have read the honor policy and understand the consequences of any honor code infraction.
Student Name 
________________________________________     Block _____________

Student Signature 
______________________________________





Parent Contact Information


Parent/Guardian Name 
______________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature ______________________________________



*Please indicate your preferred method of contact.

Parent/Guardian Phone (home/cell) ______________________________________

Parent/Guardian Phone (work) 
______________________________________

Parent/Guardian Email 

______________________________________

THIS COMPLETED FORM MUST BE RETURNED TO MRS. CARROLL ON:
November 24th  (A Day)

November 25th (B Day)










