S. McHenry





    2015 – 2016 Syllabus
English 11 Advanced Placement – Language & Composition

E-mail:



mmchenry@southampton.k12.va.us

Class Website:

http://schools.southampton.k12.va.us/education/staff
COURSE DESCRIPTION
(College Board, AP English Course Description, 2010, p. 12)
An AP English Language and Composition course cultivates the reading and writing skills that students need for college success and for intellectually responsible civic engagement. The course guides students in becoming curious, critical, and responsive readers of diverse texts, and becoming flexible, reflective writers of texts addressed to diverse audiences for diverse purposes. The reading and writing students do in the course should deepen and expand their understanding of how written language functions rhetorically: to communicate writers’ intentions and elicit readers’ responses in particular situations. The course cultivates the rhetorical understanding and use of written language by directing students’ attention to writer/reader interactions in their reading and writing of various formal and informal genres (e.g., memos, letters, advertisements, political satires, personal narratives, scientific arguments, cultural critiques, research reports).

Reading and writing activities in the course also deepen students’ knowledge and control of formal conventions of written language (e.g., vocabulary, diction, syntax, spelling, punctuation, paragraphing, genre). The course helps students understand that formal conventions of the English language in its many written and spoken dialects are historically, culturally, and socially produced; that the use of these conventions may intentionally or unintentionally contribute to the effectiveness or ineffectiveness of a piece of writing in a particular rhetorical context; and that a particular set of language conventions defines Standard Written English, the preferred dialect for academic discourse.

PREREQUISITE
The prerequisite for this course is the successful completion of English 10. Students enrolled in English 11AP should have completed English 10 Honors or English 10 Academic with a grade no lower than “C.” Students should be able to read and comprehend college-level texts and apply the conventions of Standard Written English in their writing.
COURSE RESOURCES

Textbooks
Holt McDougal Literature, Grade 11
Elements in Language, Fifth Course- Holt, Rinehart, and Winston
Vocabulary from Greek & Latin Roots, Book V- Prestwick House
Extended Readings
Upfront Magazine – current events magazine for high schools, published by New York Times

50 Essays – A Portable Anthology, Samuel Cohen
Freakonomics – A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything, Levitt and Dubner

Novels

Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne

To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee

Into the Wild, John Krakauer
The Awakening, Kate Chopin

Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston

The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald

Catcher in the Rye, J. D. Salinger

Night, Elie Wiesel 
ENGLISH 11 STANDARDS OF LEARNING
	COMMUNICATION: Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy


11.1- The student will make informative and persuasive presentations.

a) Gather and organize evidence to support a position.

b) Present evidence clearly and convincingly.

c) Address counterclaims.


d) Support and defend ideas in public forums. 

e) Use grammatically correct language, including vocabulary appropriate to the topic, 
audience, and purpose.

f)    Monitor listening and use a variety of active listening strategies to make evaluations. 
g)   Use presentation technology.

h)   Collaborate and report on small-group learning activities.
11.2- The student will examine how values and points of view are included or excluded and 
          how media influences beliefs and behaviors.

a) Use technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge in ways


b)   Use media, visual literacy, and technology skills to create products.


c)   Evaluate sources including advertisements, editorials, blogs, Web sites, and other media 

      for relationships between intent, factual content, and opinion.


d)   Determine the author’s purpose and intended effect on the audience for media messages.

	READING


11.3- The student will apply knowledge of word origins, derivations, and figurative language    to extend vocabulary development in authentic texts.

a)   Use structural analysis of roots, affixes, synonyms, antonyms, and cognates to 
      understand complex words.

            b)   Use context, structure, and connotations to determine meanings of words and phrases.

            c)   Discriminate between connotative and denotative meanings and interpret the 
                  connotation.

            d)   Identify the meaning of common idioms.

            e)   Identify literary and classical allusions and figurative language in text.

            f)    Extend general and specialized vocabulary through speaking, reading, and writing.

            g)   Use knowledge of the evolution, diversity, and effects of language to comprehend and  

                  elaborate the meaning of texts.
11.4- The student will read, comprehend, and analyze relationships among American 

          literature, history, and culture.

a)   Describe contributions of different cultures to the development of American literature.

b)   Compare and contrast the development of American literature in its historical context.

c)   Discuss American literature as it reflects traditional and contemporary themes, motifs, 
      universal characters, and genres.

d)   Analyze the social or cultural function of American literature.

e)   Analyze how context and language structures convey an author’s intent and viewpoint.

f)    Explain how the sound of a poem (rhyme, rhythm, onomatopoeia, repetition, alliteration, 
      assonance, and parallelism) supports the subject, mood, and theme.

g)   Explain how imagery and figures of speech appeal to the reader’s senses and 

      experience.
h)   Explain how an author’s specific word choices, syntax, tone, and voice support the 
      author’s purpose.
i)    Read and analyze a variety of American dramatic selections.

j)    Analyze the use of literary elements and dramatic conventions including verbal,  
      situational and dramatic irony used in American literature.
k)   Generate and respond logically to literal, inferential, evaluative, synthesizing, and critical 
      thinking questions before, during, and after reading texts.

11.5- The student will read and analyze a variety of nonfiction texts. 

a)   Use information from texts to clarify understanding of concepts.

b)   Read and follow directions to complete an application for college admission, for a 
      scholarship, or for employment.
c)   Generalize ideas from selections to make predictions about other texts. 

d)   Draw conclusions and make inferences on explicit and implied information using textual 
      support.

e)   Analyze two or more texts addressing the same topic to identify authors’ purpose and 
      determine how authors reach similar or different conclusions.

f)    Identify false premises in persuasive writing.

            g)   Recognize and analyze use of ambiguity, contradiction, paradox, irony, overstatement, 
                   and understatement in text.

             h)  Generate and respond logically to literal, inferential, evaluative, synthesizing, and critical 
                  thinking questions before, during, and after reading texts.

	WRITING


11.6-The student will write in a variety of forms, with an emphasis on persuasion.

a) Generate, gather, plan, and organize ideas for writing to address a specific audience and purpose.

b) Produce arguments in writing that develop a thesis that demonstrates knowledgeable judgments, addresses counterclaims, and provides effective conclusions. 

c) Organize ideas in a sustained and logical manner. 

d) Clarify and defend position with precise and relevant evidence elaborating ideas clearly and accurately. 

e) Adapt content, vocabulary, voice, and tone to audience, purpose, and situation. 

f) Revise writing for clarity of content, accuracy and depth of information. 

g) Use computer technology to plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish writing. 

h) Write and revise correspondence to a standard acceptable both in the workplace and in postsecondary education. 

11.7- The student will self- and peer-edit writing for correct grammar, capitalization, 
          punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, and paragraphing.
a) Use a style manual, such as that of the Modern Language Association (MLA) or the American Psychological Association (APA), to apply rules for punctuation and formatting of direct quotations. 

b) Use verbals and verbal phrases to achieve sentence conciseness and variety.

c) Distinguish between active and passive voice. 

            d)   Differentiate between in-text citations and works cited on the bibliography page.

            e)   Adjust sentence and paragraph structures for a variety of purposes and audiences.

            f)    Proofread and edit writing for intended audience and purpose.

	RESEARCH


11.8- The student will analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and organize information from a variety 
          of sources to produce a research product.

a) Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate, and communicate information. 

b) Narrow a topic and develop a plan for research.

c) Collect information to support a thesis.

d) Critically evaluate quality, accuracy, and validity of information.

e) Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, point of view or bias. 

f) Synthesize and present information in a logical sequence. 

g) Cite sources for both quoted and paraphrased ideas using a standard method of documentation, such as that of the Modern Language Association (MLA) or the American Psychological Association (APA). 

h) Revise writing for clarity of content, accuracy, and depth of information. 

i) Edit writing for grammatically correct use of language, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and sentence/paragraph structure. 

j) Define the meaning and consequences of plagiarism and follow ethical and legal guidelines for gathering and using information. 

 AP English Language and Composition Course Content 
The AP English Language and Composition course is designed to help students become skilled readers and writers through engagement with the following course requirements: 

· Composing in several forms (e.g., narrative, expository, analytical, and argumentative essays) about a variety of subjects
· Writing that proceeds through several stages or drafts, with revision aided by teacher and peers

· Writing informally (e.g., imitation exercises, journal keeping, collaborative writing), which helps students become aware of themselves as writers and the techniques employed by other writers

· Writing expository, analytical, and argumentative compositions based on readings representing a variety of prose styles and genres

· Reading nonfiction (e.g., essays, journalism, science writing, autobiographies, criticism) selected to give students opportunities to identify and explain an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques1 

· Analyzing graphics and visual images both in relation to written texts and as alternative forms of text themselves

· Developing research skills and the ability to evaluate, use, and cite primary and secondary sources

· Conducting research and writing argument papers in which students present an argument of their own that includes the analysis and synthesis of ideas from an array of sources

· Citing sources using a recognized editorial style (e.g., Modern Language Association, The Chicago Manual of Style)

· Revising their work to develop a wide-ranging vocabulary used appropriately and effectively;

· A variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordination and coordination;

· Logical organization, enhanced by techniques such as repetition, transitions, and emphasis;

· A balance of generalization and specific, illustrative detail; and

· An effective use of rhetoric, including tone, voice, diction, and sentence structure.

English 11 AP students will take the following assessments:

· Virginia Writing SOL 




October

· Virginia Reading SOL




January

All students must pass both the Reading and Writing SOLs to graduate.

· College Board Advanced Placement Test


May

Students scoring “3” or higher (out of a possible “5”) can receive college credit.
CLASS SUPPLIES

· a LARGE (2-3 inch) 3-ring binder (There are MANY reading hand-outs to be contained.)
· 6 tabbed section dividers: Literature, Novels, Grammar, Writing, Vocabulary, Warm-Ups

· loose-leaf, college-ruled notebook paper 

· dark blue or black pens (for graded assignments)
· pens in a variety of colors- red, green, etc. (for self- and peer-editing)
· No. 2 pencils

· correction tape/ink

· highlighters (a variety of colors)

· 3x3 inch Post-Its (any color)
· Index Cards – white, lined, standard size
· a USB port flash-drive (may be used in multiple classes)
*Students should also have access to a computer with Internet to complete research and type assignments. The school library is open before/after school and during lunches to assist with this need.
*In addition to these daily supplies, students will also periodically need materials to complete projects such as newspapers, poster board, colored paper, markers, glue, scissors, and old magazines.
ATTENDANCE POLICY

As stated in the Student Handbook, students are allowed to miss 8 days per semester course. Therefore, students who obtain EIGHTEEN or more absences (excused or unexcused) will result in NO CREDIT for this class. Extended nurse visits require documentation and are considered excused absences.

School-approved absences (field trips, sporting events, etc.) or approved absences (with a doctor’s note) do not count against your attendance record. 
Approved absences, however, do count towards exam exemption.
Three tardies and/or early dismissals are counted as one absence!

In order for a student to be counted as present in class,
he/she must be present for at least one hour of a class period.
GRADING SCALE

A

93 – 100

B

85 – 92

C

77 – 84

D

70 – 76

F

below 70

GRADE WEIGHTING

Each student’s grade will be determined by the following formula:

40%

Writing 


(essays, projects)
30%

Assignments 

(daily work, homework)
30%

Assessments 

(quizzes, tests)
The class grade counts towards 85% of the term average,
which will be combined with the exam grade, which is worth 15% of the term average.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES & EXPECTATIONS
1. Homework and projects are due on the assigned date. Late wok is not accepted without a documented full-day absence. All assignments should be turned in on the front desk before the tardy bell rings, unless instructed to do otherwise. 

If you are present in school, but miss class due to a school function (field trip, sporting event, etc.), being in the nurse/guidance/office, or leaving early, your work is still due on the assigned date. Bring assignments to class prior to leaving or upon returning to school, or have the front office put the work in my mailbox.

2. Students should be seated, with class supplies out, and prepared for the opening activity when the Tardy Bell rings; otherwise, students will receive an Unexcused Tardy.

All personal needs, including bathroom/water/office should be taken care of prior to coming to class. 

Leaving class to meet these needs should be a rare occurrence and will be limited.

Students will not be permitted to visit other teachers during class time without an Administrative pass. Your work for AP English will never be “done.” Students must refrain from working on assignments for other classes during the 90-minutes allotted for this course. In addition, students should not be engaged in personal reading as an alternative to the current instruction.

Students should not have a clear desk until one minute prior to the end of class, and wait for teacher (not bell) dismissal.
3. Students must use dark blue of black pens for all graded assignments. All assignments should be completed on loose-leaf, college-ruled notebook paper, following the correct format for headings. Be sure to read and follow directions for assignments, such as writing in complete sentences and skipping lines between answers.

Deductions will be taken from assignment grades for assignments which do not follow directions, 
are not headed properly, or are not written in dark blue/black in on loose-leaf paper.

Work that was assigned to be TYPED and turned in handwritten will receive a deduction of
two letter grades (fourteen points).
4. Cheating will not be tolerated! It will result in a ZERO and possible office referral and/or parental contact. Cheating is defined as submitting for credit a work that is not the original creation of the student. This includes sharing answers with other students (even “just one”), helping other students “find” the answers, or copying information from a source such as the textbook or Internet.

You may not “work together” on assignments unless the project is assigned as group work!

Any talking during assessment time, even if the student’s work is submitted, will result in a final grade of zero for the assignment.
*** For the purposes of this course, seeking outside assistance (such as the Internet or texts) for an assignment that specifies no external sources may be used, will also be defined as plagiarism (for undocumented sources) and receive an assignment grade of zero.***

5. All rules detailed in the Student Handbook will be enforced in this classroom. This includes, but is not limited to: dress code, cell phones/electronics, and chewing gum/eating.

HOMEWORK

Homework will vary from reading assignments, to studying vocabulary, writing assignments, or grammar exercises. Homework is graded for correctness, not completion. Class will most often begin with a quiz on the days following a reading assignment. Not completing homework assignments will leave the students unable to complete class work on the days following an assigned reading or to perform well on quizzes or writing assignments based on assigned work. 

MAKE-UP WORK
Any assignment given prior to a student’s absence will be due immediately upon return to class. It is the responsibility of the student to obtain class work and homework assignments missed due to absence. The due dates of make-up work are made at the teacher’s discretion. In this class, the amount of time given to submit missed work will be dependant on its importance to current class topics. Thus, if delaying the completion of an assignment will only cause a student to fall further behind in class, then the assignment will be due shortly after the student’s return.

Due dates for missed work will be made clear to students when assignments are given. If a TEST or QUIZ was missed due to student absence, the student needs to make immediate plans to come to school early or stay after school to make up this missed work. Class time is structured and does not offer “extra time” to finish missed assignments in class.

NOTE TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS OF ENGLISH 11AP STUDENTS

In class today, we reviewed this class syllabus and explained the expectations and goals of Advanced Placement English students at Southampton High School. Please take time to review this information with your child and become acquainted with the policies and procedures for the course.

It is important that both you and I set expectations high for students this semester and give them tools needed to accomplish these goals!

Progress reports will be sent home about every two weeks. These will need to be signed by a parent and returned. If you think it has been more than a few weeks since you have seen your child’s updated grade, please feel free to contact me!

Please make sure that your student has obtained all necessary class materials by Monday, September 14th!

Lastly, do not feel that you have to wait until the “assigned days” to schedule a parent-teacher conference. As a matter of fact, less time is usually available to meet individually with each parent during those days. At any time that you have questions or concerns about your student’s progress in this class, please let me know!

E-mail is the best method to stay in contact with me:

mmchenry@southampton.k12.va.us

Thank you,

Shellie McHenry

(757)653-2751   Southampton High School

McHenry: English 11
I have read the course syllabus for English 11 and understand the requirements and expectations for this course.

Print Student Name: _____________________________________________________

Sign Student Name: _____________________________________________________

Date: _____________________________

Print Parent(s) Name: ____________________________________________________

Sign Parent Name: ______________________________________________________

Date: ______________________________

Best phone number to reach parent/guardian: _________________________________

Best time to call: __________________________

Parent E-mail: __________________________________________________________

Is e-mail a good way to contact you? ____________________

How often do you check e-mail? ____________________________________________

Is there any information, beyond that provided by the Nurse or Guidance, which you feel I should know about your child’s potential performance or problem areas in this class?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
