
ELLS AND THE
IEP

Patricia Carrillo M. Ed. Program Specialist
Stephen  De Francis Ed. D., Program Specialist

Chino Valley Unified School District Special Education Dept.



LEARNING 
OUTCOMES

Identifying/Classifying ELLs

EL Compliant IEPs

Writing  Linguistically 
Appropraite Goals  
Pathways to Reclassification



IDENTIFYING/CLASSIFYING ELLS

THE PRE-REFERRAL/REFERRAL PROCESS ENSURES ENGLISH LEARNERS ARE 
NOT OVER OR UNDER-IDENTIFIED FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES

TWO WAYS TO IDENTIFY ELLS
•  HOME LANGUAGE SURVEY

• ELPAC DOMAINS 



LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
 OR 

LEARNING DISABILITY?

HOW CAN I TELL?



ELLS WITH DISABILITIES
TOOL

BY JARICE BUTTERFIELD 

NINE LEARNING CATERGORIES

ORAL COMPREHENSION/LISTENING 
SPEAKING/ORAL FLUENCY

PHONEMIC AWARENESS/READING

READING COMPREHENSION & VOCABULARY

WRITING

HANDWRITING

SPELLING

MATHEMATICS

BEHAVIOR



KEEPING THE 
IEP COMPLIANT

INFO/ELIGIBILITY

PLAFP 

STATEWIDE ASSESSMENTS

SPECIAL FACTORS

GOALS

















GOAL DEVELOPMENT
ELD DESCRIPTORS & STANDARDS  

• CALIFORNIA ELD STANDARDS

ESSENTIAL STANDARDS

• SECONDARY ELA ESSENTIAL STANDARDS

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/eldstndspublication14.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/eldstndspublication14.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/eldstndspublication14.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/eldstndspublication14.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/eldstndspublication14.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/eldstndspublication14.pdf
https://www.chino.k12.ca.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=49703&dataid=108912&FileName=CVUSD_ELA_Essential_Standards_2019.pdf
https://www.chino.k12.ca.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=49703&dataid=108912&FileName=CVUSD_ELA_Essential_Standards_2019.pdf
https://www.chino.k12.ca.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=49703&dataid=108912&FileName=CVUSD_ELA_Essential_Standards_2019.pdf
https://www.chino.k12.ca.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=49703&dataid=108912&FileName=CVUSD_ELA_Essential_Standards_2019.pdf
https://www.chino.k12.ca.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=49703&dataid=108912&FileName=CVUSD_ELA_Essential_Standards_2019.pdf
https://www.chino.k12.ca.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=49703&dataid=108912&FileName=CVUSD_ELA_Essential_Standards_2019.pdf
https://www.chino.k12.ca.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=49703&dataid=108912&FileName=CVUSD_ELA_Essential_Standards_2019.pdf
https://www.chino.k12.ca.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=49703&dataid=108912&FileName=CVUSD_ELA_Essential_Standards_2019.pdf




Choose 
one 

essential 
standard.

Unpack the standard by 
circling the skills (verbs) and
underlining the concepts 
(nouns).

List the concepts/content 
and skills in a chart.

Write the learning 
targets as “I can” 
statements.



SAMPLE ELPAC SCORES FROM AERIES/ 
PSYCHOEDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT DATA

*SLD/SLI Eligibility 

Click to add text

*SLD/SLI Eligibility



ELD Framework



IEP GOAL

I CAN STATEMENT

IEP GOAL 

I can determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are used 

in a text. 7.RI.4  

By 4/07/20 Mickey will determine 
the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text with 
80% accuracy as measured by 
student work samples.  



PATHWAYS TO RECLASSIFICATION

• PATHWAY 2: ENGLISH LEARNERS WITH DISABILITIES WHOSE DISABILITIES PRECLUDE 
ASSESSMENT IN ONE OR MORE DOMAINS ON THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 
ASSESSMENT AND THERE ARE NO APPROPRIATE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THE AFFECTED 
DOMAIN(S).

• PATHWAY 1: ENGLISH LEARNERS WITH DISABILITIES WHO ARE ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY IN ALL FOUR DOMAINS (LISTENING, SPEAKING, READING, WRITING) 
WITH OR WITHOUT ACCOMMODATIONS. 



RECLASSIFICATION

Should be considered on a case by case basis
• ELIGIBILITY. 

• LENGTH OF TIME THE STUDENT HAS BEEN  CLASSIFIED AN EL.

• ELPAC SCORES.

• AREAS OF WEAKNESS RELATED TO THE DISABILITY.

A student who has been an EL for a long time and is 
 making the same progress as a  non-EL student with a 
similar profile, should be considered for Reclassification 

based on their disability

Student who is scoring a 4 overall should be reclassified



RECLASSIFICATION & THE IEP

• A RECOMMENDATION FOR RECLASSIFICATION IN AN IEP IS A DISCUSSION ONLY AND MUST BE 
INCLUDED IN AN IEP MEETING.

• NO CHANGES ARE MADE TO THE IEP, DISCUSSION IS INCLUDED IN THE NOTES ONLY. 

• SITE ADMIN WILL SUBMIT DOCUMENTATION TO DISTRICT OFFICE FOR APPROVAL.

• UPON APPROVAL THE IEP TEAM MUST MEET AGAIN IN AN AMENDMENT TO MAKE CHANGES TO 
THE IEP TO REFLECT CHANGE IN EL STATUS.



Information/Eligibility Page
• EL- No  Re-designated           Interpreter  Yes or No   

PLAAFP
•   Not Applicable under English Language Development Test

Statewide Assessments 
• Clear ELPAC scores 

Special Factors 
• Primary language support          No
• Clear Comments 
• Uncheck where ELD supports will be provided
• Uncheck type of program

Goals
• Report Progress on ELD goals and end or uncheck Linguistically appropriate
 

APPROVED RECLASSIFICATION & THE IEP



RESEARCH 
BASED 

GUIDANCE

CALIFORNIA PRACTITIONERS' GUIDE FOR EDUCATING ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE LEARNERS WITH DISABILITIES

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf#EL-Manual_v47.indd:.131518:9239


Patty Carrillo (Chino Feeder) 
Patricia_Carrillo@chino.k12.ca.us 
 
Germaine Martell (Ayala Feeder) 
Germaine_Martell@chino.k12.ca.us 
 
Stephen DeFrancis (Chino Hills Feeder) 
Stephen_DeFrancis@chino.k12.ca.us 
 
Kathryn McClain (NPS and PreK) 
Kathryn_McClain@chino.k12.ca.us 
 
Elizabeth (Rachel) Reyes-Aceytuno (Don Lugo Feeder) 
Elizabeth_Aceytuno@chino.k12.ca.us
 

WHEN IN 
DOUBT, 
REACH 
OUT!

mailto:Patricia_Carrillo@chino.k12.ca.us
mailto:Steven_Cazares@chino.k12.ca.us
mailto:Stephen_DeFrancis@chino.k12.ca.us
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