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How To Do A Close Read

 Read with a pencil in hand — annotate the text
Number the paragraphs

Chunk the paragraphs by idea or purpose
Underline main ideas

Left Margin — What is it saying? (Summarize)

Right Margin — Dig deeper...what does it mean?
(Analysis)

6. Language - Notice any literary devices?
Persuasive techniques? Circle them.
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Annotation SIOWS
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People have been annotating
texts since there have been
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Annotation is not highlighting.
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HERE'S Papa going with that ax?”
said Fern to her mother as they
were setting the table for breakfast.

"Out w the hoghouse,” replied

“Somcpigsw-:r:hnmhstni,ght.’“

he needs a a%mtmued Fern,

:‘Wcll," said her modher, “one of the pigs is 2 runt,
Ir's *r:_r_-,r small and weak, and it will NEver amount to
anything. So your facher has decided #§ do awa) with

it kL

Student’s
annotation of
connotative
meanings in
Charlotte’s Web

Mrs. Arsble(p
“Don’t yell, Fern!’

Fern pushed
The grass

Fern's sneakers
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“Do sway with it?” shrickes
it? Just because it's small

che said, “nu F

pig would probably die anyway.”
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Modeled
annotation
in Seventh

Grade

Cold - out of bed!

I Spy

Charlie Stowe waited until he heard his mothegGnorgjbefore he got Cence of

Senge of secrecy : ===y mystery
out of bed. Fven then he moved wn@a |{’.!'I‘t”"-‘d)m the iy

= ' i ;) . )

window. The front of the house was irregular,Ao that it was possible potential

danger, ete

to see a light burning in his mother’s room. But now all the

Searchlight cross the sky, lighting the
- airships

- wartime

windows were dark. A searchlight passed
b spaces between, seeking

banks of cloud and probing the dark de

enemy airships. The wind blew from e sea, and Charlie Stowe

st World War

Sleeping mother —

could hear behind his mother’s@noregthe beating of the waves. A repetition of snore

darkness emphasized draught through the cracks in the window-frame stirred his
ot it nightshirt. Charlie Stowe was frightened. What i Charlie up to?

But the thought of the tobacconist’s shop which his father kepl —Mention of father

‘Manly" to emoke down a dozen wooden stairs drew him on. He was Iwelve years — More info
about Charlie

he had never smoked a cigarette. The packets were piled twelve Pressure from

ik ers
Brands of ‘ deep below, Gold Flake and Players, De Reszke, Abdulla, B

Sigreiies Woodbines, and the little shop lay under a thin haze of stale sz‘nrfhc/ﬂ.‘arims' stealing,
guilty conscience

- growh up old, and already boys at the County School mocked him because

which would completely disguise his@rime) That it was a crime to
steal some of his father’s stock Charlie Stowe had no doubt, but he
Why?— did not love his fathca his father was unreal to him, a wraith, pale, —— What does all

Father does not seem thin, indefinite, who noticed him only spasmodically and left even this mean?
;?#::::;T;:;‘m B punishment to his mother. For his mother he felt a passionate
demonstrative love; her large boisterous presence and her noisy ontrast
charity filled the world for him; from her speech he judged her the with father
friend of everyone, from the rector’s wife to the ‘dear Queen’,
Zeppeling except the ‘Huns’, thefmonsterspwholurkeddin in the
;al;::bmg Clouds: But his father’s affection and dislike were as indefinite as his
movements. Tonight he had said he would be in Norwich, and ye! Comething
you never knew. Charlie Stowe had no sense of safety as he crept || mysterious
about father

down the wooden stairs. When they creaked he clenched his

fingers on the collar of his nightshirt. A sign of fear!

At the bottom of the stairs he came out quite suddenly into the little 5|95“9&f
: _ almost o
shop. It was too dark to see his way, and he did not dare touch the surprise

switch. For half a minute he sat in despair on the bottom step with
What to do next!
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And sorry | could not travel both

And be one traveler, long | stood
* And looked down one as far as | could
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| doubted if | should ever come back.
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annotation
in 11
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