Class Syllabus for Ms. Amirtash’s English Class
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students:

Welcome back! 
This course is designed to help students become stronger writers, fluent speakers of critical thoughts and ideas, and competent readers.  We will emphasize on both fiction and non-fiction texts. 
In an attempt to make this letter as user friendly as possibly, I have divided it into two segments, one, addressing parents, and the other, students.

Students:

I am not going to ask you anything your teachers have not been asking you for all the years you have been going to school, so none of the following should shock you.

1. Be on time. If you are not in your seat with pen and paper out when the tardy bell rings, you will be marked tardy.
2. Respect your classmates, the teacher, the classroom, and therefore, yourself.

3. No CELL PHONES unless instructed otherwise. They will be confiscated. 
4. Chew gum ONLY if you enjoy scraping other people’s gum off the furniture.

5. Obviously, DO NOT TALK with classmates unless you are collaborating per teacher’s directions.

6. Your trash belongs in trash receptacles, not on the counters, in my cabinets, or on the floor.

7. Sign up for Aeries Parent Portal to check your grades regularly and our class’s Remind for important text messages. 

9th Grade:

text “amirt” to 81010 or (909)570-0911

11th Grade:

text “msamir” to 81010 or (909)570-0911
8. NO LATE WORK will be accepted unless accompanied by a letter from your parent/guardian explaining why. If accepted, perfectly done late work will earn you maximum half of the total points.
9. We will have 6 units this year and incorporated in each unit is a project/presentation component and a writing component which will comprise the bulk of the grade for the unit. You may redo major projects/essays with a 20% point reduction. This consideration is only for the one or two times in the year that you might require more time. You turn in the project on time but if the grade suffers you may redo it per the above guideline.  
10. In order to help you raise your grade, you may retake up to three quizzes ideally within two weeks of the original date and redo up to three homework assignments per semester.

11. When I speak all eyes and ears are on me and I will be the ONLY person talking.

Other Guidelines:

1. In cases of absence, please ask your partner or any student in class what you have missed. You will have one day grace period to turn in your work.

2. I offer very few if any EXTRA CREDIT opportunities. I will let you know when they come up, so DO NOT ASK.
3. I am available after school for any additional help.

4. All students are required to have school appropriate outside reading material with them everyday.

5. Be in your seats ready to start work when the tardy bell rings, otherwise you will be marked tardy. Also, at the end of class THE BELL DOES NOT DISMISS YOU; THE TEACHER DOES.
6. We will have many collaborative activities. Everyone is expected to participate in all activities especially group ones. If your participation is less than optimal, you will lose the privilege of working with others and will need to complete the work alone.
Recommended Supplies:
1. Blue, black, red and green pens;
2. Pencils, erasers, filler paper with reinforced holes along with four dividers or a four subject spiral bound notebook, two plastic folders, yellow, orange, pink, and green highlighters and a desktop sharpener (if desired);
Parents:  
1. The best way to communicate with me is via email. My email is katy_amirtash@chino.k12.ca.us. (there is an underscore between the first and last names)
2. Please sign up for Aeries Parent Portal in order to be able to stay on top of your child’s grade. You may also want to sign up for the Remind text messages that your students will receive.

Grading Scale:


Per the district guidelines: 
50%   all assessments, projects, essays, presentations;
10%   all vocabulary quizzes 

30%   all class work/homework;
10%
all vocabulary homework assignments.
