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» preterite tense

allows you to refer to specific past

action is in the past and you can pin-
it as to when or how many times it
ed, you will use the preterite tense.



= s‘ .,, P 0 i n t i n t i m e

3:00

ght the car on Tuesday after noon.

pro el martes en la tarde

the movie last night.
Vimos la pelicula anoche.



number of actions

o times

Leyo0 el libro dos veces



Vivi6 alli por dos afios



he imperfect tense

tense when referring to

K place in the past either

n extended period of time.
ke the preterite, which is used to specify
tion either at a particular point in time or
per of times. The indicates that
tion took place during a non-specific time
epeated an indefinite amount of times.




imperfect tense

of time, though certainly in the past, is
specific. It is impossible to

1e action began or ended, or the

r of times it occurred.

ways ate cereal for breakfast

‘was a good conversationalist.



con el infinitivo. Quitemos la terminacion.

comia comiamos vivia viviamos

comias --- vivias ---

hablaban comia comian vivia vivian




| ng) verbos irregulares!

vela
velas

veia

Ver

velamos

velan




] Cada dia
=] Todas las mafnanas

[«] [=] [=] [=] [=] [=] [=] [«] [=] [a]

Every day
Always
Frequently
While

As a child
Regularly
Often
Sometimes
Eachday

Every morning



use the phrase “used to” as in
. exas” or “they used to eat at
estaurant”. In e cases there is no

ion of when or how many times this
‘occurred or for how long.




Jey” 2 Basic, simple description

important element in sentences

1s simply a description of how
s the preterite emphasis
ical action. The reference is to what things
like, rather than what happened.

ght the car. Preterite (specific action)
ar was red. (description)
=] Ana got married. Preterite (specific action)

5] Ana was married. (description)




“Ing” progressive in the
past

present progresive =

ado (ar) ido (er, ir)

es to such action

n the past “I was working”

mit mention of a specific length of time
e they are in the imperfect.

Yo tocaba la guitarra y Juan cantaba.



e \ental or emotional action or
hysical sensation.

ental actions usually are not

or number of occurrences.

101 ot physical; rather they

ibe a state of being, and thus are

nuous. In fact, several of the verbs listed
7 change greatly in the preterite.

eiamos el cuento

stabas cansado

Romeo amaba a julieta



Molestar = to be
bothersome

Odiar = to hate

[=] Pensar = to think
Poder = to be able to
Querer = to want

Saber= to know

Sentir = to feel




Words or phrases that imply

abitual or frequent you conjuate




Every day
Always
Frequently
While

As a child
Regularly
Often
Sometimes
Eachday

=] Todas las mafianas Every morning

[=] [=] [=] [=] [=] [Simmei™[s] [=] [s] [s]

[*] Tantas veces So many times



time and age in the past

ring to the time of day or one’s age
ys use the imperfect. There are
| olved here. Ser (ser clock
e)and tener for age. Note that references to
and age often are made with regard to
actions, and that these actions often (but
lways) are in the preterite.




1€ and age examples

ia diez afios cua aJuan.

_ whem I met



