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Regents English 10:

Curriculum and Assessment

Ms. Diana
Dear Students and Parents/Guardians:

This booklet describes Regents English 10 curriculum and student assessments.  Please take a bit of time to familiarize yourself with its contents and to contact me with any questions, concerns, and/or comments you might have.  When you are through, please sign the letter on the last page and return it to me [please include your email address and your phone number].
Thank you!

Michelle Diana

256-4175 [ext. 1179]
*Our class website is listed at www.newpaltz.k12.ny.us/local.  To see what we are working on at any time during the school year, go to this site, select “High School,” select “Teachers,” then open up our class page.

REGENTS ENGLISH 10 CURRICULUM
The Regents English 10 curriculum focuses on the New Your State Standards for English/Language Arts.  These four standards are:  
1. Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.  Sample student works will consist of personal narratives, thesis and support assignments, news/feature articles and summaries.                                          
2. Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.  Sample student works will consist of responses/interpretations, original writing pieces in literary formats, journal responses [diaries recording dramatic events], plays, poetry and creative pieces.

3. Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.  Sample student works will consist of argumentative writings, literary critiques, issue analysis assignments, character analysis assignments and formal speeches/debates.

4. Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.  Sample student works will consist of autobiographical writings and the use of technology in social context [e-mail, etc.].

New York State recommends that high school students:


--write an average of 1,000 words per month


--read an average of 25 literary works per year across the curriculum


--read and write across the curriculum and in a variety of genres

This Year in Regents English 10

Along with a unit in which students write a research paper about a particular societal issue/problem, there are four thematic units we will cover [one per quarter].  We will read short stories, poetry, non-fiction, and longer literary works [novels / dramas] within each thematic unit. Students will also read a minimum of four novels/longer literary works outside the classroom [one per quarter].  The following is a list of the formal writing assignments for each unit [please remember that there will be quarterly projects—both group and individual—quizzes, journal entries, and an out-of-class novel project each quarter]:
Unit One: Definitions of Self: Initiation and Identity—Assignments: 

ELA Standard

#1:  Personal Essay






1, 3

#2:  Regents Essay





       
1, 2, 3
#3:   Poetry Writing






2
#4:  Out-of-Class Novel Project / Essay




1-4
#5:  Journal Entry







1-4
Unit Two: Love and Family—Assignments:



 
ELA Standard: 

#1:  Poetry Explication






2

#2:  Interview Assignment






1
#3:  Regents Essays





         
1, 2, 3
#4:  Out-of-Class Novel Project / Essay




1-4
#5:  Journal Entry







1-4
Unit Three: Society--Assignments





ELA Standard:

RESEARCH PAPER [5-7 page research paper on a student-selected

 controversial issue]





3
Out-of-Class Novel Project / Essay





1-4

Unit Four:  Prejudice and War--Assignment: 




ELA Standard:
#1:   Character Analysis






3
#2:  Creative Writing / Play Writing





2
#3:  Newspaper Article / Journal Writing




1
#4:  Out-of-Class Novel Project / Essay




1-4
#5:  Journal Entry







1-4
Assessment:  quarterly grades will be based upon the following formula:

Writing Assignments
50%

Quizzes/Tests

20%

Novel Project

10%

Class Participation 
10%

Journal


10%



            100%

Assessment of writing assignments is partially dependent upon the timeliness of the assignment.  This means that students must hand in assignments on time to receive full credit; ten points will be deducted from an assignment for each school day the assignment is late. Assignments more than one week late will not be accepted.  A note about writing assignments/homework: THERE IS HOMEWORK EVERY NIGHT IN ENGLISH 10 [yup, every night].  Students will be well aware of this homework; every quarter will begin with an assignment sheet detailing the formal writing assignments for that quarter and each week students will receive a weekly sheet detailing the plans for each class and the homework that is to be completed.  If you misplace your weekly sheet, this information will also be posed on the website for our class; simply go to http://www.newpaltz.k12.ny.us/local.  Parents/guardians, please feel free to check this website for all classwork and homework--and be sure to utilize Parent Connect, which will enable you to see each of your student’s grades for all assignments, quizzes, etc. [details available from the New Paltz Central School District Office].
English 10 is one of the steps along the road toward the New York State Regents Examination; this six-hour exam is given over two days in January and June of eleventh grade.  The four sections of the exam are:

Part One: Listening: students are read a literary selection; they must take notes upon the reading and respond in essay format.

Part Two: Assimilation: students are given a non-fiction essay and one or two pieces of graphical data; they must pose a solution to a particular issue in essay format.

Part Three: The Literature Essay: students are given two short pieces from two different genres [for example, a fiction selection and a poem]; they must write an essay comparing the two in terms of similarities/differences.  In their essay they need to identify and discuss the literary elements and techniques used to support their main idea.

Part Four: The Critical Lens: students are given a quote; they must write an essay relating two different works of literature [of their choosing] to the quotation.

Regents English 9 focuses upon Parts One and Two of the Regents Exam; our class will review Parts One and Two and focus upon Parts Three and Four.

Remember, improving communication—reading, writing, speaking, and listening—is the goal of our English class.  Success depends upon both of us, which means that I will do my best to make sure all readings and writing assignments are clear; you, on the other hand, must actively participate in the process.  If/when there are any topics/readings/writing assignments you do not understand, ASK, ASK, ASK!  Ask in class, at the end of class, call me on my voice mail @256-4175 [ext.  1179], or stop by the English office, room 243—I stay after each day to give you a hand.    

Writing Rubric: Criteria for Grading Effective Writing            
                                              A                                          B                                              C                                              D / F
	Meaning/Content: the extent to which the assignment exhibits sound understanding/interpretation/analysis

	Thesis 


	Thesis is insightful and clearly stated; key terms are defined
	Thesis is stated;

some key terms are defined
	Thesis is vague; 

terms are not defined
	No thesis;

terms are not defined

	Analysis
	Reveals an in-depth analysis; makes insightful connections
	Conveys a thorough understanding; makes clear connections
	Conveys a basic understanding; makes a few connections
	Provides an inaccurate understanding; connections not clear


	Development: the extent to which ideas are elaborated, using specific and relevant evidence

	Ideas 


	Develops ideas clearly and fully; uses a wide range of relevant details
	Develops ideas clearly; uses relevant details
	Develops ideas briefly; uses some detail
	 Uses incomplete or undeveloped details

	Paragraph Develop-ment
	Clearly developed paragraphs directly relate to thesis; each contributes to thesis
	Paragraphs developed; each relates to thesis statement/main point
	Some paragraph development; each paragraph relates to thesis statement
	Little or no paragraph development; few paragraphs relate to thesis statement


	Organization: the extent to which the assignment exhibits direction, shape, and coherence

	Designing Organ-ization

 
	Maintains a clear focus; exhibits a logical, coherent structure through approp. transitions
	Maintains a clear focus; exhibits a logical sequence of ideas through appropriate transitions 
	Establishes but does not always maintain an appropriate focus; some inconsistencies in sequence of ideas
	Lacks an appropriate focus, but suggests some organization

	Introduction
	Clear focus on topic; powerful message conveyed to reader
	introduction is focused on the topic/thesis
	Introduction is basically focused on topic/thesis
	Little/no focus on topic/thesis in introduction

	Conclusion
	Extends/connects to key ideas
	Summarizes key ideas
	Restates main idea
	Incomplete/absent conclusion

	Specific AssignmentDirections
	Exceeds all requirements specified for this assignment
	Meets all requirements specified for this assignment
	Meets some of the requirements specified for this assignment
	Meets few/no requirements specified for this assignment


	Language Use: the extent to which the assignment reveals an awareness of audience and purpose

	Description

 
	Creative, concrete language; uses literary devices and rich sensory detail
	Assignment uses concrete language. literary devices and sensory detail
	Some use of concrete language, literary devices, and sensory detail in assignment
	Little use of concrete language, literary devices or sensory detail in assignment

	Word Choice
	Uses sophisticated precise vocabulary
	Effective word choices
	Some effective word choices
	Few effective word choices

	Sentence Variety
	Well-varied sentence structure throughout
	Good sentence structure and variety
	Occasional use of sentence variety
	Little sentence variety

	Voice/Sense of Audience
	Unique voice; strong sense of audience
	Evident awareness of voice and audience
	Some awareness of voice and audience
	Mechanical/unsuitable voice; unaware of aud.


	Conventions: the extent to which the assignments exhibits conventional grammar/spelling/word usage

	Grammar/

Punctuation


	Smooth, fluid error-free punct./grammar


	Mostly correct grammar; errors do not interfere with communication
	Errors occasionally inter-fere with communication; verb tense errors
	Grammatical errors are awkward and interfere with communication

	Spelling and Word Usage
	Correct spelling; 

error-free word usage
	Mostly correct spelling and word usage
	Errors in spelling and word usage 
	Misspelled and misused words throughout

	Overall assignment presentation
	MLA heading; unique title; professional presentation
	MLA heading; appropriate title; neat presentation
	Incomplete heading; average title/presentation
	No heading/title; no attention to presentation


Persuasive Writing Rubric
Please fill in the self-assessment section on the back before handing in this assignment



            A                                         B                                             C                                              D
	Meaning/Content: the extent to which the assignment exhibits sound understanding/interpretation/analysis

	Thesis 


	Thesis is insightful and clearly stated; key terms are defined
	Thesis is stated;

some key terms are defined
	Thesis is vague; 

terms are not defined
	No thesis;

terms are not defined

	Analysis
	Extremely persuasive; reveals an in-depth analysis; makes insightful connections
	Persuasive; conveys a thorough understanding; makes clear connections
	Somewhat persuasive; conveys a basic understanding; makes a few connections
	Not persuasive; 

provides an inaccurate understanding; connections not clear


	Development: the extent to which ideas are elaborated, using specific and relevant evidence

	Ideas 


	Develops ideas clearly and fully; uses relevant details to support thesis
	Develops ideas clearly; uses details to support thesis
	Develops ideas briefly; uses some detail to support thesis
	 Uses incomplete or undeveloped details

	Paragraph Develop-ment
	Effective/clear topic and concluding sentences; clearly developed paragraphs directly relate to thesis; each contributes to thesis
	Contains topic and concluding sentences; paragraphs developed; each relates to thesis statement/main point
	Contains simple/limited topic and concluding sentences; some paragraph development; each paragraph relates to thesis statement
	Contains limited or no topic and concluding sentences; little or no paragraph development; few paragraphs relate to thesis statement


	Organization: the extent to which the assignment exhibits direction, shape, and coherence

	Designing Organ-ization

 
	Maintains a clear focus; exhibits a logical, coherent structure through appropriate and effective transitions
	Maintains a clear focus; exhibits a logical sequence of ideas through appropriate transitions 
	Establishes but does not always maintain an appropriate focus; some inconsistencies in sequence of ideas; some use of transitions
	Lacks an appropriate focus, but suggests some organization; limited or no use of transitions

	Intro-duction
	Appropriate, strong and effective hook; clear connection of hook to thesis; clear focus on topic; powerful message conveyed to reader
	Appropriate hook; basic connection of hook to thesis; introduction is focused on the topic/thesis; implied or basic connection of hook to thesis
	Use of hook; limited or weak/vague connection of hook to thesis; introduction is basically focused on topic/thesis
	Limited or no hook; limited or no connection of hook to thesis.  Little/no focus on topic/thesis in introduction

	Conclusion
	Extends/connects to key ideas
	Summarizes key ideas
	Restates main idea
	Incomplete/absent conclusion

	Concession
	Clearly provides an effective and appropriate concession
	Provides an effective concession paragraph
	Provides a limited and/or weak concession paragraph
	Provides unjustified or no concession.


	Conventions: the extent to which the assignments exhibits conventional grammar/spelling/word usage

	Grammar/

Punctuation


	Smooth, fluid error-free punctuation and grammar


	Mostly correct grammar; errors do not interfere with communication
	Errors occasionally interfere with communication; verb tense errors
	Grammatical errors are awkward and interfere with communication

	Spelling and Word Usage
	Correct spelling; 

error-free word usage
	Mostly correct spelling and word usage
	Errors in spelling and word usage 
	Misspelled and misused words throughout

	Overall assignment presentation
	Perfect MLA documentation throughout; unique title; professional presentation
	Mostly correct MLA documentation; appropriate title; neat presentation
	Some errors in MLA documentation; average title/presentation
	Incorrect MLA documentation; no title; little attention to presentation





               Student’s Name [Last, First]: _____________,  _______________
Dear Students and Parents/Guardians: 
Please sign the following and return this sheet to me.

I have read the Regents English 10 Curriculum and Assessment guide and I understand:

· the contents of Regents English 10 Curriculum.
· the rubrics by which student writing assignments will be assessed.
· students/parents can check all classwork and homework throughout the year at http://www.newpaltz.k12.ny.us/local and parents can check their student’s grades by using Parent Connect.
Name of Student [please print]:  ______________________ 

Signature of Student:  _____________________________ 

Signature of Parent/Guardian:  _________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s email address [I will keep you posted as per your child’s progress through email notifications, as well as comment slips and report card comments/grades].  Please try to write the address neatly—it is often difficult, for example, to distinguish a “1” from an “l”: 



_________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s phone number:




_________________________________________

Please email me anytime at mdiana@newpaltz.k12.ny.us or call me at 256-4175 [ext. 1179] with any questions/comments you may have.

Thank you!
Michelle Diana
