
The War of 1812

America’s 
Second War for 
Independence?



Causes of the War
• Napoleonic Wars

– Resumed in 1803



Causes of the War

• Economics: 1806-
07
– Berlin & Milan 

Decrees issued by 
Napoleon

• Restricted neutral 
trade with Britain

– Orders of Council 
issued by Britain

• Restricted trade 
with continent



Causes of the War
• Impressment

– As many as 6,000 
Americans impressed by 
British

– French tended to 
confiscate property



Causes of the War
• Seizure of US ships and impressment
• Am resentment of Britain
• Am belief that Br were arming Indians 

and inciting attacks
• Territorial ambitions of US

– Florida
– Canada



Chesapeake-Leopard Affair

• 1807
• Br demanded to board Am 

naval vessel
• Am refused
• Br opened fire, boarded   

ship, took 4 “deserters”
– 3 were American
– 1 confirmed deserter

• Am people demanded 
Jefferson respond





Jefferson’s Response



Jefferson’s Response

• Embargo Act
– 1807
– American ships could not sail to foreign 

ports/prohibited American exports to foreign 
ports

– “peaceable coercion”
• Repealed in 1809*

• 3 days before Jefferson left office
• Non-Intercourse Act

– 1809
– Only prohibited trade with GB and Fr



Did Jefferson 
outfederalize 
the 
Federalists?

•Continued 
BUS

•LA Purchase

•Non-
Importation Act







James Madison 
• Clear winner of 1808 election
• Inherits problems:

– Continues Non-Intercourse Act
• 1809-1812
• US would reopen trade with 

either FR/GB if they repealed 
restrictions

• Briefly suspended when Britain 
agreed to US demands, but 
then GB repudiated  further 
angered Americans

– Macon’s Bill No. 2
• 1810
• US would reopen trade with 

country that removed 
restrictions first and stop trade 
with their enemy

• Napoleon manipulated and 
Madison accepted early in 1811

• GB repealed restrictions in mid-
1812, but US declared war 
prior to arrival of news





“Bring me the scalps and the King our master will reward you”

A Scene on the Frontiers as practiced by the Humane British and their Worthy Allies



Battle of Tippecanoe
• 1811
• General William Henry Harrison  

Governor of Indiana Territory
• Tecumseh organized a confederacy to

resist loss of land
• Harrison defeated Tecumseh’s forces

– Burned “Prophetstown”
– Tecumseh’s forces never recovered

• British were blamed for instigating



War Hawks

• Democrat-Republicans
– Gaining strength in the party

• Advocated going to war with 
Britain





The War(s) of 1812

• The second "War of Independence" 
was really three wars: 

• On Indians
• To annex Canada
• To assert America's rights at sea





War Asked For and Declared

• Article I, Section 8:
– “Congress shall have power to …declare War”

• War of 1812
– House of Rep  79-49
– Senate  19-13

US has formally 
declared war 5 times: WWI

Mex-Am War

Sp-Am War WWII

War of 1812



Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Iraq
Resolution of 2002 





American Lack of Preparedness

• US navy about 12 warships vs. GB 800
• Lacked soldiers and able officers

– Am preferred enlisting in militia
• Revenue

– Trade stoppages had limited tariffs
– Resorted to internal revenue taxes



Invasions of Canada

• 3 attempts  all fail
– Detroit
– Niagara
– Lake Champlain

Former President Jefferson 
optimistically referred to the 
conquest of Canada as "a 
matter of marching." 



Lake Erie

• Battle of Put-in-
Bay

• Sept 10, 1813
• Decisive victory

for Americans
– Allowed for 

recapture of 
Detroit and 
attacks against
Indians



Oliver H. Perry’s Erie Success





“Art is an 

instrument

of war.”
Picasso





Dolley Madison



The fall of Washington--or Maddy in full flight



The fall of Washington--or Maddy in full flight
Jonathan 

where thinkest
thou our 

President will 
run to now!

Why verily to 
Elba to his 

bosom friend!

The great Washington 
fought for liberty, but we 
are fighting for shadows, 
which if obtained could 
do us no Earthly good, 
but this is the blasted 

effects of it!

D-n his notes! What are they 
good for now!  We should get 

nothing but Iron, he hasn’t any of 
his stock of Brass left, and some 

of that would have helped us 
through this business---

Who would have 
thought of this!  To 

oblige us to run from
the best Cabinet 

supper I ever 
ordered – I Hope 
you have taken 

more of Bankers’ 
promissory notes, 

the people will stand
any thing after this. 





The Star Spangled Banner

http://americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/interactive-flag.aspx 

http://americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/interactive-flag.aspx


The Hartford Convention 12/1814



Hartford Convention
• Report and resolutions:
• New England had a "duty" to assert its authority over 

unconstitutional infringements on its sovereignty 
– Echoed the policy of Jefferson and Madison in 1798 (in the KY and 

VA Resolutions)
• Later reappears as "nullification"

• Amendments to the US Constitution. 
– Prohibiting any trade embargo lasting over 60 days
– Requiring a 2/3 Congressional majority for declaration of offensive 

war, admission of a new state, or interdiction of foreign commerce
– Removing the 3/5 representation advantage of the South
– Limiting future Presidents to one term 
– Requiring each President to be from a different state than his 

predecessor





• On December 24, the Treaty of Ghent is signed ending 
the war

• The war in the field continues until mid-February





New Orleans
• December 23, 1814 to January 26, 

1815 
– Series of battles

• Largest battle was on 1/8/15
• Strength

– US forces  4,000
– British  11,000

• Casualties:
– US  333
– British  2459

• No impact on peace treaty
– (Already signed)

• Impact
– British would abide by treaty
– AJ as hero



Jackson as 
war hero
-President: 
1829-1837



Treaty of Ghent

• 12/24/1814
• Restored land to pre-war owners
• Commissions were to be created to deal 

with other problems
– Trade
– Boundaries



Results of War of 1812
• British respect

– Diplomats
– Military 

• Defeat of Indian tribes opened territory east of Mississippi 

• Peace in Europe allowed US to focus on internal issues

• Increase in nationalism
– Sectionalism decreased

• American manufacturing increased during the war


