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AP US History: Summer Assignment Chapter Questions

These questions cover chapters 2- 4. Select 5 appropriate questions that correspond to each of the 3 chapters, and write a written response.  Your answers should be:

· neatly hand-written, not word-processed and in complete sentences
· include significant details, not just a summary.

· include important names, dates and locations etc.

DUE:
Wednesday, September 3th



Points possible:
   8 points each = 15 x 8 = 120 total
1.
What were the diverse purposes of England’s American colonies and how were those purposes altered in the early years of settlement?

2.
What features were common to all of England’s southern colonies, and what features were peculiar to each one?

3.
How did the interaction and conflict between English settlers and Indians affect both parties, and contribute to developments that neither group sought?

4.
How did the search for a viable labor force affect the development of the southern colonies?  What was the role of African Americans slavery in the early colonial settlements?  Why were two southern colonies initially resistant to slavery?

5.
Which was the most important factor shaping the development of England’s southern colonies in the 17th century: Indian relations, the one-crop plantation economy, or slavery?  Explain and support your answer.

6.
Compare and contrast the New England and middle colonies in terms of motives for founding, religious and social composition, and political development.

7. 
How did the Puritans’ distinctive religious outlook affect the development of all the New England colonies?

8.
“The dissent from Puritanism was as important in the formation of New England as Puritanism itself.”  How valid is this statement?  Defend your answer.

9.
Compare the pattern of relations between colonists and Indians in New England and Pennsylvania.  Why did attempts at establishing friendly relations fail?

10.
Discuss the development of religious and political freedom in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New York, and Pennsylvania.  How did the greater degree of such freedoms enjoyed by Rhode Island and Pennsylvania affect life in those colonies?

11.
What economic, social, and ethnic conditions typical of the early southern colonies (Chapter 2) were generally absent in the New England and middle colonies?  What characteristics did the middle colonies have that were not generally present in the South?

12.
How did the factors of population, economics, disease, and climate shape the basic social conditions and ways of life of early Americans in both the South and New England?
13.
What was the underlying cause of the expansion of African slavery in English North America?

14.
Could the colonies’ “labor problem” have been solved without slavery?

15.
How did African Americans develop a culture that combined African and American elements?  What were some of the features of that culture?

16.
How did the numbers and condition of women affect family life and society in New England, among southern whites, and among African American slaves?  Compare and contrast the typical family conditions and ways of life among various members of these three groups?

17.
How did the Salem witch episode reflect the tensions and changes in seventeenth-century New England life and thought?

