U. S. Government Daily Lesson Plans

revised 2007
Day 1 - Intro class and rules.  Review website documents on grading, community service, course outline, computer rules, books and seating arrangement.  Assign Ch. 1 sec. 3 – 4 read p. 18 – 30.  Also, complete sec. 3&4 note guides.  Go to website, read and save: Power Point Notes, Economic Notes, Comparing Ideologies and Comparing Governments. Take Gov’t Quiz online.    Acc. Gov’t – Read handout on Community Service.  Textbook on the “S” drive.
Day 2 - Check for omits on note guides Ch. 1 sec. 3 - 4.  Give ABACUS pre-test.  Review through note guides for sec. 4 on chapter 1.  Share overheads that complement note guides on economics. Assign Ch. 1 term sheet,  Save and read “Regulation Debate”, “Sample Essay Test Answer” sheet, reading links from website on essay writing and give Ch. 1 essay “Why is there no nation in the world with a pure capitalist system?” p. 28 in book.  Acc. Gov’t – Assign “Where in the World is…”
Day 3 – Check for omits with termsheet.  Intro 5 paragraph essay writing by reviewing  handout on essay writing.  Watch video on “Economics and Gov’t”,  25 minutes long. Talk about Ch. 1 essay question and possible answers. Paragraph #1 - rephrase question and give storyline.  Paragraph #2, 3 & 4 give examples and tie them to the topic sentence by giving proof.  Paragraph #5 - conclude essay by giving logic to the question, include theme.  Talk of rough draft copy and letting Mr. Gall review it before the test.    
Theme -- “Government is needed to protect employees and consumers”.    Assign crossword puzzle on Ch. 1.  Acc. Gov’t – “Where in the World is…” assignment due.  Assign quiz tomorrow over sec. 3 & 4.
Day 4 - Ch. 1 crossword is due. Review sec. 3 note guide.  Give open book quiz on sec. 3 & 4.  Acc. Gov’t  -- closed book quiz sec. 3 & 4.
Day 5 - TEST DAY Chapter 1.   Review time for the test. Give test and assign Ch. 2 sec. 1 & 2.  Reading p. 35 - 47.  Complete sec. 1 & 2 note guide. Save Power Point Notes and Ch. 2 Notes.
Day 6 - Review Ch. 1 test and grades.  Check for omits Ch. 2 sec. 1 & 2 note guides.  Opening activity – share Calvin & Hobbes Cartoon and discuss need for government.  Talk of society, social contract and duties of citizens. Watch new  video on “Declaration of Independence” video.  Complete “Which founding father are you?”   Assign sec. 3 & 4 note guides.  Read p. 48 - 58. Go to Ch. 2 web, complete #2,3,4,5,7,8,9,12,20,21,22,23, & 26 in the “Colonial Era Quiz”. Acc. Gov’t - Assign “Debate project” and groups.  Go to library for one day research and give the debates in class 3 days later.

Day 7 -  Check for omits on Ch. 2 sec. 3 & 4.  Review sec. 1&2 note guide and Foundation of US Gov’t notes.  Take open book quiz sec. 1 & 2.  Video tape on Founding Fathers part 1.  View Ch. 2 laser disc video.  Optional video - old laser disc 1 Ch. 1, 3 & 6.  Assign Ch. 2 term sheet.  Give essay question.  Read links from website on essay (George III, Stamp Act and Intolerable Acts, Frames 28,29,30,31,43,44 from power point notes)   Acc. Gov’t go to library for research.
Day 8 -  Review essay and finish sec. 2 note guide.  Check for omit with term sheet. Play Mindjogger video quiz. Formation of Gov’t quiz on Ch. 2 web (complete ques. 

# 1,2,3,12,13,14,16,21,24,25,30,41,46,47,51,57,58,59,62,66,67,68,77)     Assign crossword puzzle.  Acc. Gov’t - Work in groups on debate project due tomorrow.
Day 9 -  Crossword puzzles are due.  Review sec. 3 & 4 note guides, Ch. 2 notes from website and take open book quiz on sec. 3 & 4.  In class do the Ch. 2 Skill Activity.  Take “Articles of Confederation Quiz” from Ch. 2 web link.  Go to website “Glencoe Review” and do chapter 2 quiz. Acc. Gov’t debates are due.  
Day 10 – TEST DAY Ch. 2.  Assign Ch. 3 sec. 1 & 2 p. 63 - 75.  Complete sec. 1 & 2 note guides.  Acc. Gov’t – Read Federalist Paper #10 from website. Complete Federalist assignment from web.
Day 11 - Check for omits Ch. 3 sec. 1 & 2.  Review Ch. 2 tests and grades. In groups of two, complete constitution worksheet III-2.  Assign Ch. 3 sec 3 note guide.  Read p. 76 - 81.  Down load and review Ch. 3 Notes and Origins of Am. Federalism Notes from web.
Day 12 - Check for omits Ch. 3 sec 3.  Review notes from web – “Origins of American Federalism” and Ch. 3 sec 1 note guide.  In class complete Checks & Balances worksheet.  Assign Ch. 3 term sheet.  Go to web – save and read essay, Judicial Activism 1 & 2.    New laser disc Ch. 4 on federalism.  Acc. Gov’t - Federalist #10 assignment due.  Assign closed book quiz Ch. 3 sec. 1 & 2.
Day 13 - Check for omits with term sheet.  Watch CD “Our Constitution: A Conversation” (30 min.)   Finish sec. 1 & 2 noteguides.  In class complete sec. 1 & 2 open book quiz.  Go to Formation of Gov’t quiz on Ch. 3 web do ques. 
# 4,5,6,7,8,10,15,17,18,22,23,27,31,32,36,37,39,40,42,44,50,52,60,63,64,69,71,72,80.    Give 3 page reading handout on essay question.  Assign Ch. 3 crossword puzzle. Acc. Gov’t – closed book quiz 3.1 & 3.2
Day 14 - Ch. 3 Crossword Puzzle is due.  Review essay question & reading handout on essay.  Review from web – “Principles of the Constitution notes & Ch. 3 sec. 2 & 3 noteguides. Take 3.3 open book quiz.  Play “Power Grab Game” in class.
Day 15 – TEST DAY Ch. 3.  Assign Ch. 13 sec 2 & 3 noteguides, p. 358 - 370 and reading handout on: “US Freedom Spinning out of Control”.    Reg. Gov’t assign Power Point on Bill of Rights due in 5 days.  Acc. Gov’t assign “Bill of Rights” journal, due 3 days later.
Day 16 - Review Ch. 3 tests and grades.  Watch video #722 Flag Burning (28 min).  Talk about rights and responsibilities in America.  How far is too far?  “All Americans may freely exercise their rights as long as they do not infringe upon the rights of others”.   Assign term sheet and Bethel & Hazelwood reading.  Reg. Gov’t – Work on power point assignment.  Go to Ch 13 website – “1st Amendment” – Read “About the 1st amendment”.  Acc Gov’t - Intro skit idea on 1st amendment

Day 17 - Check for omits from Ch. 13 term sheet.   Watch old laser disc 1 Ch. 10 &13.  Review Ch.13 sec 3 note guide & Freedom of Speech notes from website.  Read Bethel case speech. .  Reg. Gov’t – give time to work on power points.  Acc.Gov’t - time given to work on skits in class.  
Day 18 - Cover sec. 2 note guide on freedom of religion and Religion Notes from the web.  Assign sec. 4 & 5 note guide, read p. 371 – 382 & save Freedom of Assembly and Petition Notes from website.  Reg. Gov’t – give time to work on power points.  Read and save essay from website.  Acc. Gov’t - work on skits in class.  
Day 19 – Check for omits Ch. 13 sec. 4 & 5.  Give open book quiz Ch. 13 sec 2 & 3.  Cover sec. 4 note guide on freedom of the press and Press Notes from website.  Watch video #4 (Video on Demand from web) “Free Press vs. Fair Trial”.  Reg. Gov’t – give time to work on power points. Acc. Gov’t - Give time to rehearse skits.
Day 20 - Complete coverage of sec. 4 note guide. Talk about essay answers. Play Mindjogger video quiz.  Assign Ch. 13 crossword puzzle.  Reg. Gov’t - Power Point project is due.  Acc. Gov’t -- Bill of Rights Journal due.  Acc. Gov’t – Skits due.
Day 21 – Cover material in Ch. 13 sec. 5 note guide.  Correct crossword puzzle.  In class complete open book quiz 13.4.  Watch VC 1024 Bill Mahrer.  
Day 22 – TEST DAY Ch. 13.  Assign Ch. 14 sec 2 & 3 p. 391 - 405.  Complete sec. 2 & 3 note guides.  Assign TLO and Gideon reading handouts.  Make up day for skits. 

Day 23 - Review Ch. 13 tests and grades.  Check for omits Ch. 14 sec 2 & 3.  Give example of school searches, take “Privacy Quiz”, refer to p. 6 and 17 on the “4th Amendment Exercise”, Watch video on demand from website, “4th amendment school drug testing”.  Watch old laser disc 1 Ch. 4 and old laser disc 2 Ch. 36 & 38.  Talk of privacy in school and TLO case.  Assign term sheet.

Day 24 - Check for omits on term sheet.  Watch  new laser disc Ch. 14 on citizenship.  Review sec. 2  note guide and “Citizenship Notes” from web.    Watch “Gideon CD” (20 min.)  VC 1316.  DVD 95.   Assign Ch. 14 sec. 4 & 5 noteguides.  Read p. 406 – 418.  Give essay on Gideon.  

Day 25 – Check for omits on Ch. 14 sec. 4 & 5 noteguide.  Watch part 2 of  Gideon CD. (25 min.)  Cover essay question with handout and relate it to movie.  Complete discussion on sec. 2 & 3 note guides.
Day 26 - .   Cover  overheads on 5th, 6th and 8th amendments.  Watch video #2 “Death Penalty”  1:57 - … Show video “Sentenced to Die” VC #817.  Death Penalty assignment from web and question from Ch. 14 weblink.  Open book quiz 14.2 in class.  Read to class description of death penalty executions.  Discuss death penalty.  Assign Ch. 14 crossword puzzle.  
Day 27 - Ch. 14 Crossword Puzzle due.  Cover Ch. 14 sec. 4 & 5 note guides. Watch video #5 from website – “An equal playing for girls – Title IX”.  Take open book quiz 14.4-14.5.   Play “Mind jogger Video Quiz”.  
Day 28 – TEST DAY Ch. 14.  Assign Ch. 16.  Read p. 453 – 457.  Complete Ch. 16 sec. 1 note guide.  Go to website: read “The Political Spectrum” and “American Voting Behavior”.  Take “Political Self Survey” and answer “Party Matchmaking Questions”.
Day 29 - Review Ch. 14 test and grades. Check for omits Ch. 16 sec 1.  Review scores from self surveys on website.  (could use VC 1238, “Why Bother Voting” during this chapter and VC 1022, “The Decline of Politics’)  Share T-chart on Rep-Dem.  Review website readings, philosophies and issues. Complete Presidential Selector ’12.   Assign 21 statement checklist.  Go to website – read Republican Party Issues, Democrat Party Issues and Political Party Issues.  Save Political Socialization Notes, Factors Affecting Voter Behavior Notes, and Voter Turnout Notes. 

Day 30 - Go through issues from readings on website.  Correct “21 statement” checklist.  Work in class in groups of 2 “Issues Matching Exercise” and Hypothesizing 7 and Lesson 2 handout 3 worksheet. (use “Political Party Issues, American Voting Behavior, Rep. Party Issues and Dem. Party Issues also use “Political Socialization Notes” and “Factors affecting Voter Behavior Notes”)  Go to website – complete “Political Self Survey”.   Assign 2 readings on website, Republican Party and Democrat Party.   Assign Ch. 16-17 termsheet.  Give essay.  Political quiz tomorrow.   Acc. Gov’t -- intro video presentation on “public service ad” to promote higher voter turnout among 18-24 year olds.  Due in three days.  
Day 31 - Check for termsheet omits.  Go over Republican - Democrat party readings from website Review essay question.  Regular government may use a T-chart.  Play “Election Game” from website.  Watch CD’s on issues from SD delegation.  Take 20 question politics quiz.   Assign Ch. 17 sec. 2 & 3.  Read p. 481 - 497, complete sec. 2 & 3 note guides.  
Day 32 - Check for omits Ch. 17 sec. 2 & 3.  Cover Ch. 16 sec.1 note guide.  Play Politix board game 60 min.  Bonus points to first, second, and third place winners per board game.  Assign crossword puzzle Ch. 16-17.
Day 33 - Crossword puzzle due.  Cover Ch. 17 sec. 2 & sec. 3 note guides and “Voter Turnout Notes” from the website, also share overheads on voting and apathy.  Take open book quiz  17.2 - 17.3.  Acc. Gov’t -- video assignment due. Assign Ch. 8 sec. 2 p.  220 - 226.  Complete Ch. 8 sec. 2 note guide.  Save and review “The Electoral College Notes” from Ch.8.
Day 34 -  -  Check for omit Ch. 8 sec. 2 Talk about electing the President.  Go over sec. 2 of Ch. 8.  Use of computer, go to Ch.  8, choose  Presidential selector, go to “2008 Pres. Candidate Selector”.  Take open book quiz Ch. 8 sec. 2.  Register to vote.
Day 35 -   TEST DAY Ch. 16 - 17.    Assign Ch. 20 sec. 1 note guide.  Read p. 555 –559.  Save and review “Tax and Spending Notes” Ch. 20.
Day 36  -  Review Ch. 16 - 17 test and nine weeks grades.  Talk of Final Test and bonus offer.  Check for omit Ch. 20 sec. 1.  Review Ch. 20 sec. 1 and other material from Ch. 20 web link (Tax Freedom Day, Federal Deficit Chart, National Debt Clock).  Work on in class “Budget Simulation” for a grade-- (http://www.budgetsim.org/nbs/)  30 – 45 min.  Assign Final Test Review Sheet.  Assign- Ch. 22 sec. 1 & 2.  Read p. 607 – 620.  
Day 37 – Check for omits on Ch. 22 noteguide.  Talk of political agendas and need for compromise to achieve success.  Split into groups of 2 and work on Ch. 20 “Role Playing” assignment.  Check websites on Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Tax Foundation on gas taxes.  Rubric in Ch. 20 web link. 30 min. for group work, 35 min. for class presentations.  Assign Ch. 22 termsheet.
Day 38 – Check for omit with Ch. 22 termsheet. Review Ch. 22 sec. 1 & 2.  Watch laser disc by ABC News on the Presidency and  roles he plays. Watch video #15 on foreign affairs. “Use of US Military” 0 - 9:00.  Assign Ch. 23 sec. 3 & 4 worksheet.  (graded)  Read p. 648 – 658.
Day 39 – Correct Ch. 23 sec. 3 & 4 worksheet.  Continue coverage of Ch. 22 sec. 2 noteguide.  Give quiz on Ch. 22 sec. 1 & 2.   Play Gov’t Jeopardy game.  Break into 4 – 6 teams and play for 30 – 40 minutes.  Assign Ch. 23 - 24 termsheet.
Day 40 – Check for omits on Ch. 23-24 termsheet.  Cover frames 4, 10, 31, 32,33, 38,41,43,48 & 54 on power point notes for Ch. 23.  Work on Ch. 23 webquest in class.  Discuss key terms from termsheet on city and state government.   Community Service materials are due. Review for Final.  Assign Ch. 24 sec. 1.  Read p. 663 – 668.  
Day 41 – Cover power point notes Ch. 24 frames 3,4,6,16,17,18,20 & 22.  Work in class on “County Government Worksheet”.  Review for Final Test. 
Day 42 - FINAL TEST DAY.  Textbook CD’s are due and 10 bonus points given for 3 ring binder material handed in.  
