
Jeremy Prince
Jamie Mehlenbacher

Perry Alumni PowerPoint



THE COLD WAR Through the Decades

1945~1991



• Definition: hostility and sharp 
conflict between states, such as 
in diplomacy and economics, 
without actual warfare.

THE COLD WAR



• NATO: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, 
Great Britain, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Portugal, and the United States. 
1952: Greece and Turkey  1955: West Germany

• Warsaw Pact: Albania, Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary, Poland, 
and Romania.
– Albania later withdrew

The Eagle v. The Bear



• Created in 1945
• Headquarters in NYC
• Had General Assembly with 

all its members, and Security
Council with 5 permanent 
members: US, Great Britain, 
France, Soviet Union, and 
China

United Nations



• The Rosenberg’s 

• 1949: First Soviet 
atomic bomb.

• Arms Race
• Bomb shelters, “duck 

and cover” method.

THE ATOMIC AGE
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Harry S. Truman



Domestic
• Spy Cases ~ 

Rosenberg’s
• G.I. Bill
• National Security 

Act
• Fair Deal
• Taft-Hartley Act

Foreign
•  Marshall Plan ~ gave money to 

European countries to rebuild 
after WWII. $17 billion

• Truman Doctrine ~ gave money 
to Turkey and Greece to fight 
communism. $400 million

• NATO
• “Iron Curtain” Speech
• Berlin Airlift

THE FORTIES



Marshall Plan



• 1944: Serviceman’s 
Readjustment Act (GI 
Bill)
– Gave money for 

vets to go to school 
and college, low 
interest loans for 
houses and 
businesses.

– $14 Billion 

• Reorganized the 
military

• Army, navy, and air 
force were brought 
under the Department 
of Defense.

• CIA was created to 
gather intelligence

GI Bill
National 

Security Act
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Harry S. Truman Dwight D. Eisenhower



Domestic
• Brown v. Board of 

Education of Topeka, 
Kansas (1954)

• McCarthyism
• Dwight D. Eisenhower

–  introduces 
brinkmanship

Foreign
• Korean War: June 1950, 

North Korea crossed the
38th parallel into South 
Korea. Cease fire ended 
the war.

• Space Race ~ 1957: 
Sputnik

• Arms Race
• Suez Canal Crisis
• Domino theory

THE FIFTIES



• Republican 
Senator from 
Wisconsin 

• Accused people 
of being 
communist 
without evidence

• 1950-1954

McCarthyism



Brinkmanship
• America would go to 

the edge of war with 
threats of using all its 
force, including nuclear 
weapons, in order to 
keep peace.

• US cut back on its 
army and navy, but built
up its air force and 
stockpiled nuclear 
weapons.

Domino Theory
• Stated by Eisenhower 

in 1954
• Said that if one 

country becomes 
Communist, other 
nations in the region 
will probably follow, 
like dominoes falling in
a line. 

• Needed to defend 
Korea and Vietnam 
from falling, because 
Communism would 
spread farther



Korean War
1950-1953



• 1957: Soviets 
launch Sputnik

• 1962: John Glenn 
orbits Earth

• 1969: Moon landing

• 1949: Soviets 
explode first 
atomic bomb

• Nov 1952: 
Americans explode 
first hydrogen 
bomb
– 1000X greater than

atomic

Space Race Arms Race



1
9

6
0

'
s

John F. Kennedy Lyndon B. Johnson



• U-2 Incident
• Bay of Pigs ~ 1961
• Cuban Missile Crisis
• Berlin Wall ~ 1961
• Kennedy Assassinated ~ 1963
• The New Frontier ~ JFK
• The Great Society ~ LBJ
• Neil Armstrong lands on the moon
• Vietnam War

– Ho Chi Minh
– Geneva Accords
– Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
– Tet Offensive ~ 1968

THE SIXTIES



• May 1, 1960
• Crashed 1200 miles inside Soviet Union
• Eisenhower took full responsibility

U-2 Incident



• April 17, 1961
• Invasion of Cuba by 

Cuban exiles
• Intended to trigger 

a large scale uprising
against Castro

• Failure…Forces 
captured by Castro 
loyalists

• October 1962
• Soviets put nuclear

missiles in Cuba 
pointing toward US

• Naval blockade of 
Cuba

• America withdrew 
weapons from 
Turkey in exchange
for the removing of
missiles from Cuba

Bay of Pigs Cuban Missile Crisis



November 22, 1963



• Johnson’s plan for the Nation
• “War on Poverty”
• Medicare
• Medicaide
• VISTA
• Headstart
• Welfare
• Guns and Butter

Great Society



• 1954: Brown v. the Board of Education of 
Topeka, Kansas ~ integrated schools.

• Rosa Parks ~ Montgomery bus boycott.
• 1964: Civil Rights Act ~ outlawed 

segregation, Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission.

• Urban riots, sit ins, boycotts.
• Malcolm X was assassinated 1965.
• Martin Luther King was assassinated in 

1968.
• Feminist movement

Civil Rights Movement



• Linda Brown, a 3rd grader, had to walk a 
mile to her segregated school when there
was a white school 7 blocks away

• May 17, 1954: Supreme Court said 
“separate but equal” was not equal

• Schools had to desegregate “with all deliberate
speed.”

Brown v. Board of Education



• December 1, 1955: 
Rosa Parks refused
to give her seat up 
on a bus in 
Montgomery, 
Alabama

• Blacks boycotted 
the Montgomery 
Buses for a year

• Supreme Court 
ordered buses to 
be desegregated

Montgomery Bus Boycott



• President Johnson signed the law on July 2,
1964

• Outlawed segregation of public facilities, 
gave the federal government power to 
fight school segregation

• Created the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission (EEOC) which helped stop job 
discrimination based on race, religion, 
national origin, or gender. 

Civil Rights Act of 1964



                                      

Martin Luther King Jr.

Malcolm X
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Richard Nixon

Jimmy Carter

Gerald Ford



• Nixon withdraws troops from Vietnam
~ Vietnamization

• South Vietnam surrenders
• SALT I and II
• Soviets invade Afghanistan
• Watergate/ Nixon Resigns
• Camp David Accords
• Iranian Hostage Crisis
• Roe v. Wade

THE SEVENTIES



• Carter’s policy  toward the Soviet Union,
which involved placing limitations on the
number, type, and deployment of 
intercontinental ballistic missiles.  
However, Congress failed to approve  
the treaty and as a result the Soviets 
invade Afghanistan.

SALT II



VIETNAM WAR



Watergate



• September 1978
• President Carter met with Eygptian and 

Israeli leaders
• Signed a peace treaty
• Isreal would withdraw from the Sinai 

Peninsula.

Camp David



• When the Shah was overthrown in 1979 
and admitted to the United States for 
medical treatment, mobs stormed the 
U.S. embassy  in Teheran.  

• They took American personnel as 
hostages, demanding the return of the 
shah to stand trial.

• The Iranians released a few Americans, 
but 52 others remained there for over a 
year.  Eventually they were freed in 
January of 1981.

IRANIAN HOSTAGE CRISIS



• Court case of 1973 in which the Supreme Court of
the United States ruled that a woman has a 
constitutional right to an abortion during the first 
six months of pregnancy. 

• Before the Court’s ruling, a majority of states 
prohibited abortion, although most allowed an 
exception when pregnancy threatened the 
woman’s life. 

ROE V. WADE
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Jimmy Carter

George Bush

Ronald Reagan



• Iran-Contra Affair
• Reaganomics
• The Challenger
• Reagan attempted assassination
• HIV/AIDS

THE EIGHTIES



• Tax Cuts
• Weakened Environmental Enforcement
• Hard Times for Labor Unions
• Falling Inflation
• Rising Unemployment 
• Resurgence of Poverty

"REAGANOMICS"



• In 1986, the president’s national security 
advisor, John Poindexter, and an aide, 
Marine Lietenant Colonel Oliver North, in 
collusion with CIA director William Casey, 
had sold weapons to Iran and then diverted 
the proof to the contras so that they could 
purchase arms.

IRAN CONTRA AFFAIR

                                

Oliver North



• January 28, 1986

The Challenger



• Between 1981 and 1988, of the 57,000 
AIDS cases reported nearly 32,000 resulted 
in death.

• AIDS continues to be one of several 
unsolved social problems dividing the 
nation in the late 1980’s.

HIV/AIDS
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George Bush

Bill Clinton



• February 1992: Bush and Boris Yeltsin 
issue statement to end the Cold War

• START II ~ Cut both nations nuclear 
arsenals by 75%

• Persian Gulf War
• Fall of the Berlin Wall
• Oklahoma City Bombing
• President Clinton impeached
• Columbine-1999

THE NINTIES



"TEAR DOWN THIS WALL"

THE COLD WAR ENDS!!



Operation Desert Storm
Jan 17, 1991-
Feb 28, 1991 UN v. Iraq



Monica Paula Linda Hillary



COLUMBINE



• Election 2000
• September 11, 2001
• War in Afghanistan
• Columbia
• War in Iraq

The New Millenium

George W. Bush



Columbia



• Oklahoma City Bombing 1995
– 168 dead

• World Trade Center 1993
– 6 dead

• U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania 1998
– 437 dead

• USS Cole 2000
– 17 US Marines dead

• September 11, 2001

Terrorism



Oklahoma City

April 19, 1995



USS Cole

World Trade Center
1993

US Embassy
 in Kenya



September 11, 2001



• Department of 
Homeland Security

• Afghanastan
• Iraq

War on Terrorism


