
Civics/Economics Honors Syllabus

Teacher: Duca
Term: Fall 2017
Welcome to Civics/Economics. The standards for this class are divided into Civics, Personal Finances, and Economics. The North Carolina Essential Standards for Civics/Economics include 10 competency goals as follows:
	Analyze the foundations and development of American government in terms of principles and values. 


	Analyze government systems within the United States in terms of their structure, function and relationships. 


	Analyze the legal system within the United States in terms of the development, execution and protection of citizenship rights at all levels of government. 


	Understand how democracy depends upon the active participation of citizens. 


	Analyze how political and legal systems within and outside of the United States provide a means to balance competing interests and resolve conflicts. 


	Analyze the concepts and factors that enable individuals to make informed financial decisions for effective resource planning. 


	Understand how risk management strategies empower and protect consumers. 


	Understand economies, markets and the role economic factors play in making economic decisions. 


	Understand factors of economic interdependence and their impact on nations. 


	Analyze the role of government and economic institutions in developing and implementing economic stabilization policies in the U.S. 


Learning Method and Assessment:
· The learning method of this class will include note taking, group projects, simulations, discussion, oral presentations, in-class homework and writing assignments. Assessments will include tests, quizzes, homework/class work, and participation. Test grades/major projects will count 50%; quizzes are 30%; homework/class assignments will be 20%. Students must meet a teacher standard of 60 % in order to pass the course.
Departmental Grading Policies:
· Minimum of 9 grades per quarter, there is no maximum
· As a department we are consistent within our curriculum objectives and goals, common assessments, strategies, activities, and review materials. 

· The Social Studies Department expects all students to complete assignments before the end of each quarter.

· Students may NOT retake or redo assignments. Please plan accordingly. 
· The Social Studies Department does not offer “extra credit”. We do offer assistance in the form of review and tutoring. Given this flexibility, there is no need for “extra credit”. 
PLEASE SIGN UP FOR REMINDERS VIA TEXT. 
1st Block: Text 7ggf46 to 81010
2nd Block: Text 84dh29 to 81010
3rd Block: Text befeg6 to 81010
Supply List:
· One large three ring binder with notebook paper (Binder will be assessed on test days). 
· One composition notebook for journal entries (optional)
· Pens (blue or black ink only) and pencils

· Assignment book or agenda (encouraged but optional)
Classroom Procedures:

All JOHNSTON COUNTY SCHOOLS POLICIES WILL APPLY
· No food or drinks (except bottled water in a clear bottle). 
· No cell phones*, iPods*, Blackberries, or other electronic devices may be used in class. Cell phones must be kept in your purse or book bag and cannot be used in class in any fashion, including taking photographs. *The policy on use of electronic devices now requires a contract between the student and the teacher and will be discussed in class. NO TEXTING IN CLASS. This policy will be strictly enforced. The device will be confiscated and turned over to administration.  If the item is lost or stolen it will NOT be investigated by administration. 
· Treat others and their property with respect, just as you would like to be treated. 

· Use appropriate language at all times in the classroom.

· Students are not allowed to use the classroom phone at any time.

· Keep book bags and large items under your desk so that people do not trip over them.

· No throwing of anything in class unless it is part of a learning game managed by the teacher.

· Stay in your seat during class unless asked to get into groups. Sharpen your pencils, throw away trash, and take care of personal business (restrooms) before the bell rings or after class. Seats are assigned on the first days of class. Do not take it upon yourself to change seats. You are placed in a specific seat for a reason. If the teacher needs to adjust seating, he will make those changes.
· Do not groom yourself in class. It is rude to comb your hair, clip your nails, apply nail polish, etc. in public. 

· During announcements we will remain silent and listen. We will remain in our seats until the sound of the bell. 

· Complete and turn in all homework/classwork and other assignments required by the teacher when they are due. If the assignment is not given to the teacher at the time it is due (not 5 minutes later, not at the end of class, not under the door at the end of the day) the highest possible score on the assignment will be a 50%. 
· If you are absent, be sure to talk to me about work that needs to be made up. Missed tests must be taken within 1 week of your return from an absence. When you are absent, please return to school with a note from your parents in order to get an admit slip from the attendance office. Be sure to give me your admit slip as you enter class. Make sure to pick it up before you leave. You have two days for each absence to make up assignments from class. Missed tests must be made up within the 1 week timeframe. 
· Please stay away from the teacher’s desk and work corner unless invited.

· Cheating will NOT be tolerated.

Community Service and Tutoring: Thursday 6:30 a.m. -7:00 a.m. 
Discipline policy:

Students who do not follow classroom policies, procedures, and expectations will be subject to discipline which includes calling parents and referrals to administration. The most important thing to remember about discipline is that you should never do anything that interferes with the learning process for yourself or other students. You do not have the right to disrupt the educational process. 
If you choose to ignore policies the following steps will be taken.

1. First offense: Warning

2. Second: Parent contacted, 15-30 minutes after school for Teacher/Student conference

3. Third: Parent/Student/Teacher Conference

4. Fourth: Office Referral/Parent/Student/Teacher/Administrator Conference
My Commitment to You
· To treat you with respect and to listen to your concerns.
· To use various strategies to help you understand the content (no 90 minute lectures).

· To model a positive attitude.

· To show you how this curriculum relates to our world. 
· To understand that mine is not the only class you are taking.

· To be here for you and listen to your concerns. I am your number one fan!

· To recognize your achievements and to show you I’m proud of you.

· To encourage you to do your best!
     If we work together as a team, I know our semester together will be full of successes.  If you have questions, comments or concerns, please call West Johnston High School at 919-934-7333, or email me at anthonyduca@johnston.k12.nc.us  
Sincerely,

Anthony Duca
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student Name:_______________________________________________ 

Parent Signature: _____________________________________________

Parent Email address: __________________________________________


