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 malls. We have a diversity of economics.  We have diversity of education with vocational schools and universities.  We have two historically black universities with a deep history in American history.  We have diversity in religious affiliations.  The examples go on and on.


	Here at XMC, we experience this rich diversity just about every day.  Much of what we do as a court must be filtered through the diverse background and needs of our community which often presents its own unique challenges. 


	When it comes to racial diversity—it is right for us to become more educationally sound in understanding our history as a nation.  Several years ago, I purchased a movie that was recommended to me that focused on this history and the plight of slavery that ultimately led to the Civil War.  I can assure you that this movie left a huge impression upon my life.


	The name of the movie is “Amistad”.  The film is actually Steven Spielberg’s debut film for Dreamworks Pictures and stars Morgan Freeman, Anthony Hopkins, Djimon Hounsou and Matthew McConaughey. The 1997 movie was honored with four academy award nominations.  It chronicles the incredible journey of a group of enslaved Africans who overtake their captor’s ship and attempt to return to their beloved homeland.  When the ship, La Amistad, is seized, these captives are brought to the United States where they are charged with murder and await their fate in prison.  A legislative battle ensues that captures the attention of the entire nation, confronting the very foundation of the American justice system.  But for the men and women on trial, it is simply a fight for the basic right of all mankind…..freedom.  


	Check this movie out—it will not only convict you regarding racial injustices and prejudices, but it’ll also be enlightening regarding the American Justice System.


 





    February 23, 2012





Court News: 


 Update on our Probation Officer Position:  A candidate has been tendered a conditional offer.  Hopefully you’ll be hearing a report perhaps one day next week by Judge Murry regarding the permanent filling of this position.


 


 Annual Report Picture Day:  Next Tuesday, Feb. 28th. All staff requested to be present.


 


 City of Xenia Insurance Committee:  This committee meets monthly.  If you have any Health, Dental or Eye insurance issues, please report them to Pete in written form so they can be addressed.





As I mentioned in my Weekly Staff Bulletin of two weeks ago, the month of February is annually celebrated as “Black History Month” in the United States and several other countries.  In my opinion, one of the things that make America so great is our diversity.  Just in Greene County, we experience many different kinds of diversity.  We have rural, farming areas.  We have industry and big business (not as much as we used to).  We have small, local communities with “mom and pop” stores and we have large 








