Exploration Lab
Name__________________________
Analyzing Ecological Footprints

Your individual ecological footprint is an estimate of the total area of land or sea required to produce the food, materials, and energy necessary to maintain your level of resource consumption. Ecological footprints can be determined for and compared among entire areas or countries. How large a footprint do you leave on Earth’s resources?. You will learn how the ecological footprint of the average U.S. citizen compares with that of people worldwide, and you will consider what you might do to reduce the size of your ecological footprint.
Procedure


1.
Examine the table of the ecological footprints of different countries. On a separate sheet of graph paper, graph the value for each country in a different color. The countries go on the bottom of the graph and the numbers go up the side. Also graph the world average.
ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT BY COUNTRY
	Country
	Ecological Footprint (acres)
	Country
	Ecological Footprint (acres)

	Australia
	19
	Mexico
	7

	Brazil
	6
	Nigeria
	3.7

	Canada
	19
	Pakistan
	2

	China
	4
	Peru
	3

	Ethiopia
	2
	Philippines
	3.3

	France
	13
	Russia
	11

	Germany
	13
	United Kingdom
	13

	India
	2
	United States
	24

	Japan
	11
	World Average
	5.8


Answer the following questions:
1. What factors affect your ecological footprint?

2. Name some things that could increase your ecological footprint.

3. Name some things that could decrease your ecological footprint

4. Examine the graph of the ecological footprints by country.  Which nation has the largest ecological footprint?  Which nation has the smallest?
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