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Summary
Jesse lives with his Uncle Joe, Aunt Maggie, and his cousin Daisy. His parents are in Africa setting up a children’s clinic. Uncle Joe is a rock specialist that loves hunting for new rocks.  On a routine rock hunting exhibition Jesse finds a rock Daisy calls a “Thunder Egg”.  The thing that makes this rock so special is its ability to talk to Jesse.  Something “eggs-traordinary” is waiting to come out of Jesse’s very own “Thunder Egg.”  He keeps his “Thunder Egg” in his sock drawer until a baby dragon hatches out and brings with it adventures and mayhem for everyone in the family. The two cousins have an adventure ahead with the baby dragon they named (Emmy) short for Emerald.      

Author’s Biography

Kate Klimo first got the idea for this book many years ago when her three sons were small and she came across a geode lying among the rolled up socks in one of their sock drawers. When she is not writing, Kate is a children’s book publisher. She lives in upstate New York with her husband, Harry, three horses, and one grandcat.

Sources of biography.

http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780375855887
Illustrator’s Biography

John grew up in central California and as soon as he could hold a crayon he loved to make art. John attended the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena as an Illustration major where he won an illustration scholarship and graduated with distinction in 1991. John’s work has appeared in many games, game box covers, magazine covers, articles, limited edition lithographs and fine art galleries. John lives in the foothills of the Cascade Mountains in North Bend, Washington with his wife Connie and two boys.

Source of biography

http://www.jwshroades.com/About.html
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Classroom Connections

Art
· Students can make their own dragon egg using partially blown up balloons, newspapers, and papier mache glue. Students could make their own Emmy from modeling clay or from papier mache. The teacher could use the front cover of the book for students to use as a model or some web sites could be researched for pictures.  The DLTK-kids web site has a link to a lesson on making a papier mache alligator. A teacher could make some modifications to the lesson instructions and create a dragon instead of an alligator. The two other web sites EHow and Ultimate Papier Mache provide good information on creating art projects with papier mache as the medium.    

http://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/malligator.html 
http://www.ehow.com/how_2364136_make-paper-mache-animals.html 

http://ultimatepapermache.com/ 
· The American Museum of Natural History’s web site has a page titled Ology that provides links to art ideas for masks and puppets. One link provides information on how to create a dragon puppet. 
American Museum of Natural History
http://www.amnh.org/ology/?channel=mythiccreatures&c#features/stufftodo_mythic/mask_and_puppets.php?TB_iframe=true&height=580&width=800 
· The Incredible Art Department web site is sponsored by Princeton Online.  The link provided below will take the student or teacher to a link with information about making Chinese dragon puppets.  The site has a lot of resources for teachers that can be found by clicking on the tool bar links. 
Incredible Art Department 
http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/Files/dragon.htm 
English Language Arts
· The Caring For Your Dragon activity guide covers grades 3-7.  The guide includes: pre-reading activities, questions for group discussion, curriculum connections. The guide also includes reproducible sheets for math, reading, language arts, and vocabulary activities. Five of the questions listed in the Caring For Your Dragon activity guide are listed in the discussion questions section of this study guide.    
http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/teachers_guides/9780375855870.pdf 
4th Grade
· The students could write informal letters to Jesse, Daisy, Uncle Joe, Aunt Maggie, Professor L.B. Andersson, or Dr. St. George. The teacher should provide an example letter on an overhead projector or ELMO machine for the students to view before starting this assignment. A rubric would be provided for students to use during peer editing after the letters are finished. A letter writing tool is available at the Read Write Think web site that guides students through the steps or writing friendly or business letters. When the students finish typing the letter on the letter generator student interactive link they can print a copy to turn into the teacher.   Write for various purposes, including: formal and informal letters that follow a specific letter format, include relevant information, and use an appropriate closure… GLE 26. ELA-2-E6 
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.shtml 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/letter-generator-30005.html    
5th Grade

· Fifth Graders could use this book for an Independent Reading (Ongoing) activity that could work into cooperative groupings or whole class instruction and participation. This activity would require students to use Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) to complete an assignment of recording information about the book in a learning log. In the learning log students would record predictions, confirmations of predictions, explanations, and reflections upon each book. A good source for a printable beginning learning log can be found at http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers under Teachers Guides and the title of this book. The learning log available at this web site has students’ record information on predictions and evidence for support before and after each chapter they read. Grade 5    Demonstrate understanding of information in grade-appropriate texts using a variety of strategies, including predicting the outcome of a story or situation with reasonable justification. GLE 12f. ELA-7-M1 Demonstrate understanding of information in grade-appropriate texts using a variety of strategies, including identifying literary devices. GLE 12g. ELA-7-M1  Explain an author’s purpose for writing (e.g., to explain, to entertain, to persuade, to inform, to express personal attitudes or beliefs). GLE 15. ELA-7-M3
5th Grade

· An ongoing lesson could be started that requires students to fill in a character chart on information about the characters in this book. The character chart activity will aide students in locating information about character development. As the students read the book they can continue to add to each characters chart. A printable sheet for Character Connections is available at the Random House web site. Identify and explain story elements, including character development.  GLE 5b. ELA-1-M2 
http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/teachers_guides/9780375855870.pdf 
GLE=Grade Level Expectations
ELA=English Language Arts
Source: Louisiana Department of Education
Science
· A fun lesson is available for teachers to print from the Teach-nology web site concerning students understanding of metamorphic rock. The lesson requires students to make a metamorphic sandwich from two kinds of bread. The process of making the sandwich will aide students in understanding… “how metamorphic rock is formed by pressure and heat.” Grade 3 Recognize and describe that rock is composed of different combinations of minerals. GLE 45. ESS-E-A1 ESS-E-A5 Compare and group common rocks according to their characteristics (i.e., igneous, metamorphic, sedimentary) GLE 50. ESS-E-A5
http://www.teach-nology.com/teachers/lesson_plans/science/earth_sciences/rocks/ 

· The students can engage in a fun interactive activity using computer generated graphics to test different rocks ability to float and permeability. This activity is less messy than using actual rocks and water to complete an experiment. Grade 3 Compare and classify objects on properties determined through experimentation (e.g., ability to conduct electricity, tendency to float or sink in water). GLE 18. PS-E-A1   
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/7_8/science_7_8.shtml 
GLE=Grade Level Expectations
ESS=Earth and Space Science
Source: Louisiana Department of Education
Discussion Questions

1. Why is Jesse living with his Aunt Maggie, Uncle Joe, and cousin Daisy?

Where do Jesse’s parents live and why do they live there?

2. What is Uncle Joe’s favorite past time and how does this cause Jesse 

to find a dragon egg?

3. What does Daisy call the dragon egg when Jesse first finds it?

4. How do Jesse and Daisy find out what they should feed Emmy?

5. Who helps them find out unknown information about dragons and dragon slayers? How do they find out about this person and communicate with him?

6. Who is the dragon slayer and why does he want Emmy?   

 The questions below are from the Random House web site and more questions are available at this site pertaining to this story.

1. Compare and contrast Jesse and Daisy. How are they similar? How are they different? How did they come to live in the same house?

2. What does Jesse find at High Peak? Why is it an unusual geode? What would you do with it? What do they try to they try to do once they get it home? 

3. How does Emmy appear? What is their first challenge with the baby dragon? What would you have tried to feed her? 

4. What research do the kids do to find out how to care for Emmy?

What’s the best clue they find in the library? Where does it lead them?

5. Who is Professor L.B. Andersson? List the important things he teaches Jesse and Daisy about the dragon.

Source of questions: http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers 

Web Sites

The Dragon Keepers
http://www.foundadragon.org 

Professor L.B. Andersson is an interactive face and voice that accompanies the different links to information about the author, her books, and care and feeding of your dragon. 

Teachers at Random
http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers 
http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/teachers_guides/9780375855870.pdf 
The Random House web site provides curriculum connections for the books they publish. If you click on Teachers Guides And More and choose a book title then a link to an activity guide is provided for that book.  The second web site address listed above is a direct link to the teacher’s guide for The Dragon In The Sock Drawer. 

Rubistar

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.shtml 

Rubistar is a great web site for teachers to use for creating, saving, and editing rubrics online.
BBC Schools

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/7_8/science_7_8.shtml
The teacher will find links to interactive activities that will aide students in learning to identify rocks.

TeAch-nology

http://www.teach-nology.com/teachers/lesson_plans/science/earth_sciences/rocks/ 

Teach-nology has some great lesson plans listed under rock lessons for teachers to print out.  
Read Write Think 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/letter-generator-30005.html    
The letter generator link provides a student interactive tool students can use to type a friendly letter and print the end product to turn into their teacher.

American Museum of Natural History

http://www.amnh.org/ology/?channel=mythiccreatures&c#features/stufftodo_mythic/mask_and_puppets.php?TB_iframe=true&height=580&width=800
The American Museum of Natural History’s web site has a page titled Ology that provides links to art ideas for masks and puppets. One link provides information on how to create a dragon puppet. 
Incredible Art Department 
http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/Files/dragon.htm 
The Incredible Art Department web site is sponsored by Princeton Online.  The link provided below will take the student or teacher to a link with information about making Chinese dragon puppets.  The site has a lot of resources for teachers that can be found by clicking on the tool bar links. Lessons are listed under grade levels or grade bands such as, early childhood, elementary, jr. high/middle school, and high school.  

DLTK-Kids

http://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/malligator.html 

The DLTK-kids web site has a link to a lesson on making a papier mache alligator. A teacher could make some modifications to the lesson instructions and create a dragon instead of an alligator.
EHow

http://www.ehow.com/how_2364136_make-paper-mache-animals.html 

The EHow web site provides a how to guide on making paper mache animals.
Ultimate Paper Mache 

http://ultimatepapermache.com/ 
The Ultimate Paper Mache web site provides wonderful information on paper mache tutorials, recipes, clay, and Jonni’s sculptures. There is a link to a listing of steps on how to make a paper mache dragon but the difficulty level is challenging. The teacher would need to make modifications to simplify the difficulty level.   
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