Course Syllabus for 8th Grade Earth and Space Science
Dr. Hurm




hurmms@abington.k12.pa.us (email)




 www.abington.k12.pa.us/hurmms (website)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Welcome to 8th grade earth science!  It is a pleasure to have you in the Cougar community.  I am looking forward to the life and brilliant energy that you will bring into this classroom during the coming school year.  
Necessary Supplies
1. Covered textbook: Holt Earth Science; Heath Earth Science (Honors)
2. Two durable folders (1 for school; 1 for home)
3. Loose leaf paper to keep in folder
4. Something to write with
5. Notebook and/or binder is optional
Grading

Marking period grade will be calculated using the following method:  Accumulated points divided by total possible points multiplied by 100.  This will equal your percentage grade.  Percentages are rounded up.  The following are approximate point totals:

Exams:



100 points


Quizzes:


20 to 50 points (every Friday unless stated otherwise)

Homework:


10 to 50 points per assignment


Class activity:


10 to 30 points per assignment


Labs



25 to 100 points per lab exercise


Projects:


50 to 200 points (grading rubrics will be supplied ahead of time)


Pre-class packet:

100 points per marking period

Participation:


10% of marking period grade (school wide policy)

Total points at the end of each marking period ~ 1,500.  Refer to Progress Report on a frequent basis.
Expectations/Policies (Also see P.R.I.D.E. matrix on page 10-11 in student handbook)
-Respect those around you.  Appropriate behavior and language expected.  Absolutely no bullying!  
-Come to class prepared to learn.  Be on time.  Be in your seat when the bell rings.  Have your materials on your desk unless instructed otherwise.  Start pre-class.   
-Complete all assignments during expected time frame.  You are expected to inform your teacher if extenuating circumstances prohibit you to do so.  
-Box Tops for Education are accepted for class rewards (not extra credit).
Tentative Schedule for the Year
1st Marking Period:  Astronomy
2nd Marking Period: Geology
3rd Marking Period:  Water in the Earth System
4th Marking Period:  Meteorology
Major Test Schedule
	1st Marking Period
	2nd Marking Period
	3rd Marking Period
	4th Marking Period

	Wed; Fri
	Mon; Thur
	Tues; Thur
	Tues; Fri


see back of handout for make-up policy

General Make-up Policy 

Homework / Class work:

For each day a student is absent, an extension is awarded that is equal to the absence in which a student can still receive full credit.  Homework may be handed in late for partial credit.  
Exam/Quiz:

When a student misses a quiz or a test, one week is given in which to make it up.  Students may make up a quiz or test 

in room 136 before school, in room 136 after school, in room 136 during a study hall, or during a Cougar community workshop period.  
Lab:

When a student misses a lab or a portion of a lab I will inform them of what they have to complete to receive full credit. 

