Fifth Grade Science Syllabus
2011-2012
Homeroom: Mrs. Wilson

e-mail:lisa.wilson@ gc.k12.oh.us
Green Elementary: 446-3236

Education Connection: 446-4320


Wilson   #1315
My education connection is usually changed by five o’clock in the evening.
Grading scale:
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Class Preparation:

· All students are expected to be prepared for class everyday. This includes homework, books, paper, and pencils.

Homework:
· Homework is the responsibility of the student to ensure he/she understands the material and is prepared to build upon that material.  Homework is given to reinforce concepts that are needed to pass the Ohio Achievement Tests. Please set aside a quiet time for your child to complete homework and then assist only when necessary. Your child will need to be able to work independently on taught material in the classroom.
Grading
· Grades will be based on tests, quizzes, worksheets, projects, and occasionally homework.
· If a student fails a test or a worksheet, I often have a parent sign the assignment, so that you are aware of the grade.

Missed assignments due to an absence:

· Students who miss school are responsible for asking what needs to be made-up. 
· Usually his/her work will be collected for them. 
· Students will have the same numbers of days missed to turn in their make-up work. 
· Any graded assignments, quizzes, or test not completed within that time frame will receive a zero.
Lost/forgotten work:

· If a student loses work, he/she may check the extra mailbox and get a copy to complete.  The late policy applies if the work is not completed on time. Students will not be allowed to call home for assignments. (This teaches responsibility, as they are getting closer to junior high.) The office is very busy and students are strongly discouraged from making non – emergency calls.
·  If a student does not complete homework, they will have to go to detention to complete the assignment. The late policy will be applied, and they must complete a homework notice to be signed by a parent. This ensures that you are aware of the missed assignment.

Late policy:

· All work that is turned in one day late will have 10 points deducted.

· Work will not be accepted after 2 days unless a mutual agreement has been made between the student and me.
General information
· Science – We will usually cover a chapter per week and then test. A study guide will be provided, and we will review the day before the test. 
· The Ohio Achievement test in May is a benchmark test. This means that they are tested over concepts from the third, fourth, and fifth grade. We will review many of those concepts from previous grades as we near testing week.

Course description:
The focus of the first nine week period will be Populations and Ecosystems. (Section D in the Discovery Works textbook).
 The state standards that will be addressed include: 

· Energy transfer between organisms in an ecosystem.

· The role of plants in an ecosystem.

· Food chains, food webs, producers, herbivores, carnivores, omnivores, and decomposers.

· Adaptations of organisms.

· Support how organisms’ behavior is patterned to the ecosystem it lives in.

· Examine how human activity can change an ecosystem, these changes can be beneficial, detrimental or have no affect.
The second nine week focus will be Earth and Space science. (Section B in the Discovery Works textbook.)
The state standards that will be addressed include:

· Describe the cause of day and night.

· Describe Earth’s place in the Solar System.

· Describe the characteristics of earth.

· Explain the characteristics of the sun and stars.

· Renewable and nonrenewable resources.

· Investigate ways earth’s resources and be maintained. 

The third nine week focus will be Sound and Light. (Section F in the Discovery Works textbook and Foss Scientific Inquiry.)This is a hands-on approach to science. The students will not use a textbook for the Foss lessons.

The state standards that will be addressed include:

· Thermal energy
· Electric current and circuits.

· Trace how electrical currents travel through a circuit.

· Transmission, refraction, reflection of light.

· Transmission, reflection, and absorption of sound.

· Pitch and frequency of sound.

The fourth nine week focus will continue the Foss- Scientific Inquiry. This is a hands on approach to science the students will not use a textbook for the Foss lessons. The middle of April we will begin reviewing for the Ohio Science Achievement test that will be taken in May.
Absences:
 In order for an understanding of the concepts being taught students need to be at school for the Foss activities.  It is very difficult for these activities to be made-up.
The state standards that will be addressed include:

· Using scientific tools for data collection and analysis.
· Evaluation of observations.

· Make explanations to communicate results.

· Identify variables in an experiment.

· Identify precautions and hazards in an investigation.

· Explain why the results of experiment are different sometimes.

· Explain why experiments need to be repeated several times.
· Ongoing data collection
· Record keeping in science

· Identify varieties of scientific work

