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Course Description:


Earth and Space Science class is an elective course during which students will discuss basic and advanced topics, theories and applications in Geology and Astronomy.  Using concepts learned in previous courses (especially chemistry), we will focus on common processes to explain both factual and theoretical knowledge, discuss cause and effect relationships, and the application of information to the real world and careers.
Topics to be studied include:


( Scientific Inquiry and the roles of technology in science


( Mineral and Rock structure, composition, and identification

( Plate Tectonic theory, Volcanoes, Earthquakes

( Rivers, Oceans, Atmosphere, Weather

( Theoretical Origins of the Universe, Stars and Galaxy composition, Planets, Exploration


( Scientific reading and writing comprehension skills, Scientific data usage
Materials:  Students are expected to bring the following to class everyday.


1) A willingness to learn and try

2) Covered textbook

3) Writing utensil – pencil with eraser, or pen


4) A 3-ring binder with 5 section dividers – to organize and store class materials


5) Class notebook (spiral and only for science) or Loose leaf paper (to put into binder)


6) Agenda book - for writing down homework assignments

Grading: 


Student grades will be based on their performance (points earned) on laboratory work, tests, and projects.  In addition, non-graded evaluation tools such as weekly self checked practice quizzes, homework (3-4 nights per week), class assignments, additional laboratory work and questions, and class participation will be employed in order to assess student learning and mastery of the topics.  Grades for each quarter will be based on the total points earned on all graded assignments during the quarter.  There will be a semester exam and a comprehensive (information from the entire year) final exam.
Discipline:


Classroom discipline is based on mutual respect and equal opportunity for education.  Inappropriate behavior and/or rudeness to an instructor or fellow classmate will not be tolerated, and will be swiftly dealt with in accordance to the policies and procedures of this school system.  It is recognized that all students have an equal right and an equal responsibility to learn to the best of his/her ability, and no student has the right to negatively impact the learning of another student.  Disruptive / immature behavior has no place in a science classroom, and such behavior will be met with positive remedial action.  

Classroom Expectations:

1) Students are responsible for all work, assignments, tests, etc. missed due to absence from class.

2) Late work will be accepted for ½ credit up to the third day after the original due date (unless due

    to excused absence in which a new due date will be given).  All work is expected to be

    completed and on time.  See Mr. Neely for special circumstances.
3) Be prompt to class (don’t be late).  If you are going to be late, get a note explaining why.

4) Rules found in the school board approved student handbook will be enforced.  A couple

    reminders are: NO food or drink will be allowed in the classroom, with the exception that water

    is permitted.
5) Due to the elective (you chose to be here) nature of this course, I expect that you will put forth

    your best effort every day, and that is what you will receive from me.  While I realize each

    student’s and each day’s “best” will be different, I require maximum effort in this course.  This

    translates into attempting to complete each assigned problem or question, and completing all

    assignments on time.  Anything less is unacceptable.

Study Hints:

1. DO YOUR HOMEWORK.  Do all of the homework.  It an important way to develop

    study skills, practice for quizzes and tests, and laboratory work and a way to gauge

    your understanding of the materials. 

2. Study a little bit each night, 15-20 minutes per night, this will keep you from being

    overwhelmed at test time and help you remember and understand the information

    better.  As a guide, review your notes from the current and previous days, review your

    vocabulary words, review homework assignments (questions and answers), and reread

    the book assignments which correspond to the current topic.  Review to understand,

    not to memorize.  If you can explain the topic to somebody else, then most likely you

    understand it.  You can always explain it to Mr. Neely to make sure.  
3. Extra help is always available to you.  I am available during 2nd period Study Hall, 

    5th period conference, and after school for help.  Feel free to ask for help as soon as or

    before you think you might need it.

Parents:

 
In order to have maximum communication between my class and home, I am asking you to please email me at school from your preferred email address.  I will be setting up an email database of all my students’ parents in order to better serve you through easy communication in the form of reminders of tests and projects, and to simply contact you more readily.  Phone conversations are sometimes necessary as well, but this

email database will provide a good starting point.


I also have an online classroom setup for this course, which can be found on the High School page of the District’s website ( http://www.west-jefferson.k12.oh.us/ ).  The link is under “Teacher Websites”, and then find my name (Christopher Neely).  Found there will be class information and upcoming dates, as well as notes and PowerPoints of

notes covered in class, and interesting links will be added as the year progresses.

 
If you have any questions or concerns feel free to contact me by email or phone,

(found on the top front of this paper) and I will return your email or call as soon as possible.  

 
I look forward to a fun and productive school year.  Thank you in advance for all your cooperation and hard work. 

 

- Mr. Neely
