Course Outline

Earth and Environmental Science

Mr. Wagner

Lewisburg Area High School

Contact info:

Wagner_v@dragon.k12.pa.us
Mailbox in High School Office

http://www.dragon.k12.pa.us/facstaff/HS/wagner_v/www/index.htm

Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course you will have a better understanding of natural earth and space systems.  

Tentative Course topic syllabus

September


Mapping


GPS


Local streams and topography


Water testing

October


Susquehanna River Watershed

Local Soils


Agricultural science

November


Agricultural science continued


Meteorology

December


Earth atmospheric / climate studies


Meteorology continued

January


Space


Telescopes


Physics of space

February


Pennsylvania minerals


Local and world geology

March


Coal and metal ore studies

Mining 

Energy (fuel sources)

April 


Plate tectonics


Volcanoes


Earthquakes

May


Natural resources (renewable vs non-renewable)


Pollution


Biomes of the world


World Population Growth

Grading procedure

Each graded assignment will be worth a point value.  A percentage grade can be calculated by dividing the number of points earned on the assignment by the total amount of points possible and then multiply by 100.

Example.  A project may be worth 20 points. You earn 18 points. 18 / 20 = .9 x100= 90%

I highly encourage you to keep track of all of your graded assignments in case I make a mathematical error when calculating marking period grades.  If you save all papers, then an error on my part can be caught and corrected with your help.  (It happens!)

Marking period grades will be a percentage of all of your points earned divided by the total points possible x 100.  

Approximate point breakdown for the year:


30-40% quizzes and exams


50%  labs in class


10-20%  homework (nightly assignments and lab reports /  projects)

So where does homework fit in?
Work done at home (out of class) will account for approximately 10-20% of your grade.  That said, there are 2 types of “homework”.  First, small nightly assignments.  You will be expected to complete all homework assigned in Earth and Space Science.  Not completing a homework assignment is not an option! (retraining!)  Homework will be graded out of 5 points.  Fully completed and “on time” work will earn 5 points.  Unsatisfactory / partially completed work will be worth 3 points.  Missing / totally incomplete homework will be temporarily worth 0 points.   Once it is made up, the maximum you can earn is 3 points.

Lab reports and projects are the second type of “homework”.  These will be worth about 20 points and will be scored using a rubric and percentage score.  The rubric will be explained to you when we do our first lab report together.     

Labs In Class

Students who successfully attempt lab activities will receive up to 5 points. Unsatisfactory / partially completed lab work will be worth 3 points.  Missing / totally incomplete work will be temporarily worth 0 points.   Once it is made up, the maximum you can earn is 3 points.

Absences:

It is your responsibility to come see me and find out what you missed.  It is also your responsibility to hand in assignments without me hounding you!   Use the website if possible to catch up on missed notes and assignments. Classes are numbered, so use the number system to get caught up on a specific missed class.  

Safety

The science room has chemicals, gas burners, sharp science tools, many electrical outlets, and many other dangerous implements of destruction!  Behave in a mature manner at all times.  We can laugh, joke around, and have fun but this not a playground.  Some of the labs we do are college level science!  Very cool, but classes must prove their responsibility to do these labs.  My #1 responsibility is your safety!  When I give you instructions, you MUST follow them completely.  

Tips

Keep a well organized notebook.  Number each day.  

Always write down the bell ringers! The exams tend to by almost all bell ringer questions!

Minimize absences / check on Wagner website for missed work or see me!

