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The Navajo alphabets: ) , , , , ) : , , s

VOW"ELS (Za’adn). There are four basic vowels in the Navajo alphabet: , , , _

1. Short Vowels- | ' Example: a in gad (juniper)

2. Long Vowels- Example: a 2 in saad (word)

3. High tone- Example: 4 in atsd (eagle)

4. Nasal vowel- Example: ¢ in s¢’ (star)

5. Falling tone- Examle 42 in haadi (where)

6. Rising tone- Example 06 in Higodnee’ (bve)

7. Diphthongs (vowel clusters - |
The most commonly used are: ai in hai (winter): eiin & (that one); 01 in deesdoi (it is hot)
a0 in daolyé (they are called)

8. Glottal stop-
Examples: ha'a’aah (East), g'd4n (a burrow), e'e’aah (West)
Words that begin with a Vowel actually begin with a () glottal stop Example: ‘askee {(Fall),
‘éétsoh (jacket), ‘iina (life), ‘61ta’ (school).
A glottal stop can come at the end of a word. Example: yoo’ (necklace), biyi’ (in it), tPég’ {night).
A glottal stop can be attached to a consonant to stop the sound example: t', k7, t¥ ey, ts’ .

Vowel tones: the four basic vowels can make 10 different sounds

1. short, low
2. short, high

short, nasal
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short, high, nasal

long, low

o3

long, high
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long, nasal
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. long, high, nasal

3. falling tone

0. rising tone -



