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   A Message From Principal Dan Bollinger  

December 2020 

 
 
 
 
How time is flying! 
 

Welcome to December and back from Thanksgiving break! I hope the time 
away was restful and that we’ll all enjoy three weeks of health before the end 
of the semester. That’s right… only three weeks left of instruction and only 
three weeks before grades are submitted. 
 

Some Seniors are finishing early; however, most are about to start their final 
semester of High School. Understandably, this time of year Seniors get a little 
anxious, and that may be especially true in the time of Covid. When students 
start their Senior year, they often say something like, “Finally, it’s my Senior 
year. I can’t wait to graduate!” But now it sounds more like, “I am not sure 
about next year. What am I going to do?” They are asking themselves: What 
are my passions and strengths? What’s my calling? What pays? Am I going to 
be ready for college? If so, what college? How much will it cost? How am I go-
ing to pay for it? How do I apply for financial aid? Do I take a year off? Is the 
military for me? What will be my career path? Are there programs or appren-
ticeships for that? While those are good questions for all Juniors to be asking 
of themselves, some Seniors are still looking for answers. 
 

Parents and guardians, I am sure you can empathize, knowing those questions 
sometimes persist long after High School. If you’re realizing your Senior stu-
dent is feeling stressed, please remember that your student’s school counselor 
is a critical resource. Always check the counseling section in this Newsletter for 
information and upcoming events for students and parents. Prior to our transi-
tion to remote learning, our counseling staff and College-to-Career liaison had 
individual conversations with our Seniors to help them navigate next-steps, 
but please know counselors are still available, now, if your students have ques-
tions or need extra support. 

Important Dates  
 
 
 
 

Finals Week  
Dec. 14th-18th 

 
 

End of 2nd Quarter 
December 18th  

 
 

Winter Break  
Dec. 18th-Jan. 4th 

 
 

Teacher Workday  
No School  
Jan. 5th 
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While feeling anxious or stressed may be a sign of the times, often, the way we feel is a choice. The more I 

think of our country and community’s current situation, the more I realize we have a choice in how we react. 

To be angry or frustrated is a choice. Or living in denial- that’s a choice, too. Feeling upset with the governor 

or our local health department for restrictions put in place… well, that’s your choice. But I invite you to con-

sider the benefits of making a different choice. So much good can come from the extra time we have to 

spend at home, for example. Personally, I’m spending more time with family and exercising. I’m playing 

cards and board games with my wife and children, and I have even learned to play Pickle ball! Similarly, edu-

cators could be consumed with complaint and worry, but, instead, we’re learning to adapt and expand our 

repertoire of teaching tools. In the long run, we will be better teachers and administrators because of this. 

I’m excited for our eventual return to face-to-face learning and to see how much more effective we will be 

at staying connected with students who are out with excused absences or who learn best when they see 

material presented in different ways. So, just as we do in athletics, let’s focus on what we control and em-

brace our ‘loses’ as true opportunities for growth and new learning.  

As mentioned in my last email, over the next three weeks we will continue to take attendance during syn-
chronous learning from 10am-2pm, but students are expected to be working during regular school hours, 
from 8-3:15pm. Please ask your students how they’re budgeting their time. They may need extra encourage-
ment or added accountability in an effort to get organized and stay on top of assignments. 
 

We’re also continuing with our call center. In an effort to make sure students are logged on and engaged in 
their live classes, we are calling home throughout the day on each unexcused absence. If your student has 
been referred to truancy or is in the process of being referred to truancy for non-attendance, we will re-
move you from our call list. Again, please note: if students don’t demonstrate that they’re participating 
(camera on, answering questions, etc) nor attend for at least 20 minutes, they’ll be marked absent. 
 

Finally, if you aren’t already accessing Schoology to check your student’s progress, please do so as soon as 
possible. For more information on how to access Schoology, please see the resource posted under an-
nouncements on the PHS homepage. 
 

Thank you, 
 
Dan Bollinger 
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Please Complete the Student Panorama Survey  

 

Parents, please have your student complete the Panorama Survey. The Panorama 
Student Survey measures student perceptions of  teaching and learning, culture and 
climate, and student experience in the classroom and school. Student perceptions of  
their classroom and school experience helps identify a school's strengths and areas 
for growth. This is information that we use to shape our school mission and vision 
to create the best academic and communal environment possible.   

The survey is now live through this link: Panorama Survey , or accessible in the an-
nouncements section on our website.  Student's will need to use their student ID 
number to access the survey.    

 

 

 

Please click on the following link to access the  

Remote Learning Schedules for  

November 30th through December 18th!!! 

https://surveys.panoramaed.com/d51schools/login
https://phs.mesa.k12.co.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_77991/File/2020-2021/Student%20remote%20schedule%20Nov%2030-Dec%2018%20English.pdf
https://phs.mesa.k12.co.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_77991/File/2020-2021/Student%20remote%20schedule%20Nov%2030-Dec%2018%20English.pdf
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Counselor’s Corner 
ALL STUDENTS 

Log on to your Naviance account to make sure that your current email and phone number listings are cor-
rect.  Check your Naviance account regularly for information on upcoming college visits.  If you add colleges 
you are thinking about to your Naviance list, you will get an automatic invitation to meet with that college’s 
rep when/if they visit PHS.  If your email is up-to-date, you will receive several notifications throughout the 
year about scholarships and college information. 

The Naviance atom is found in students’ Classlink accounts.  Students:  Use your StudentVue username and 
password to log on.  Parents who want to be added to their students account can contact Mar-
yJane.Seriani@d51schools.org.   

 

 

 ORDER YOUR 2020-2021 YEARBOOK NOW!!! 
Hurry! The pre-sale price of $60 only goes until December 18th!!! 

THIS IS A YEAR YOU DO NOT WANT TO FORGET!   
After December 18th the price goes up to $75.00 
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You may call and purchase a yearbook by calling the PHS Accounting Office at  

254-4800 ext. 25107, by logging into your My Payments Plus account or through Jostens.com 
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SENIOR  
PICTURES 
 

 
 

Can still be 
turned in 

until  
Friday,  

December 
4th! 

 
 
 

NOTE: A $25.00 
late fee will be  
applied to your 

PHS fees account.  
 
 

Please email 
Hanah.Martinez@

D51schools.org 
with any ques-

tions!  

ATTENTION CLASS OF 2021 SENIORS 

800 ext. 25242         www.jostens.com 
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Are you interested in  
advertising in our newsletter? 

 

It goes out at the beginning of every (school) month to over 1,100 families as well as to 
some of our Palisade Community members! 

 
Call 254-4800 ext. 25242 for pricing and more  

information today!  
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A Message from  

Ski & Snowboard Club 

 Students, you can (and must) pick up your Ski Club  

Powderhorn Season Passes at Powderhorn Mountain Resort.  

They will not be administered at school by Mr. Torfin. 
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