
                 T.I.S. Digital Backpack         

May 22, 2017 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE: 

 

 

Spring Fling Fair at T.I.S. 

Thank you to our amazing PTO and the many volunteers for coming together to put on another 

hugely successful Spring Fling Fair. We appreciate all of you! 

  

Fifth Grade Promotion Ceremony June 16, 10:00 AM 

We would like to take this opportunity to invite you to the fifth grade promotion ceremony. The 

ceremony will be on the last day of school at 10:00 a.m. in the gymnasium of the Intermediate 

School. The promotion ceremony will be an opportunity to reflect upon this school year and 

wish our 5th grade students success in the future. Due to space constraints, no more than two 

people per family may attend the ceremony. Casual attire is preferred, children will be 

seated on the gymnasium floor during the ceremony. 

 

 

 

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html


Teacher Appreciation  

      

In honor of National Teacher Appreciation week, we want everyone to know how much we 

appreciate our dedicated teachers. Thank you teachers, for all you do to make T.I.S. such a 

great place for kids.  

 

 Nurse’s Day  

Wednesday, May 8 was National Nurse’s Day. Thanks to our wonderful nurses, Rose Hierl and 

Laurie Clark for taking such good care of the entire T.I.S. Community. We appreciate you!  

 

Tolland Intermediate School Parent Survey 

The Tolland Intermediate School Parent Survey is designed to provide us with an understanding 

of the expectations that parents/guardians have about our school and student learning.  We ask 

that you please complete the survey located in this email.  

Parent participation and input is an essential element in providing the best possible learning 

experience for our students. The survey may be accessed by visiting the following URL: 

https://goo.gl/forms/gdeWJgwqBSmGOswl1 

Thank you for your input. 

Flip-flop type shoes  

 

Due to a number of injuries that have occurred as a result of students wearing flip-flop type 

shoes, we ask that students refrain from wearing flip-flops to school. Thank you.  



 
Our Grade 3 Teachers All Dressed and Ready for  

Tolland Green Day! 

 

 



May 2017 - Thoughts from the Reading Department 

 

What is the dreaded summer slide??   (Don’t take the slide this 

summer!) 

Summer Break is quickly approaching.  The “summer slide” is an all-too-common frustration for 

teachers and parents.  Students who don’t read during the summer are likely to lose crucial 

ground.    Our students and teachers have worked hard all year to learn new skills and become 

stronger Readers, Spellers and Writers.  Don’t be a summer slide victim! 

Help prevent your child from the “summer slide” and provide them with opportunities to 

strengthen skills during the break from school.  Here are some suggestions. 

 

 Have your child read 20+ minutes each day. – Research proves that reading just 20 

minutes each day outside of school can increase a student’s vocabulary by almost 2 

million words! 

 Set a good example.  - When your child sees you reading and enjoying a book, magazine 

or newspaper, you are sending a message that reading is an important and valuable 

activity. 

 Read with your child.  - Introduce a variety of book genres and writing styles. 

 Read for different purposes.  - Reading a recipe or directions for assembling a toy are 

fun ways of incorporating reading into everyday activities. 

 Make reading and writing a regular part of your daily home activities.  - If reading isn’t 

one of your child’s top priorities, consider setting up an incentive program to help them 

stay motivated. 

 Talk to your child about what he or she is reading.  - Ask open-ended questions such as, 

“what do you think about that story?” or, “What would you have done if you were that 

character?” to encourage meaningful discussions. 

 Visit your public library.  - Most community libraries run summer reading programs to 

inspire and engage students of all ages. 

 Play word games.  - Play games such as thinking of different words to describe the same 

things. 



 Set limits for screen time.  - Reducing screen time creates opportunities for reading. 

- Reading plus    www.readingplus.com 

 

 

Consider these local programs. 

Tolland Public Library - Our own, newly remodeled Tolland Public Library is hosting their 

annual, free Summer Reading Program.   Please check out their many different summer 

activities, including:  

* This year’s theme, Build a Better World, will start the first full day of summer vacation.  The 

link to their summer reading page will be:  http://ct.evanced.info/tolland/sr/homepage.asp   All 

students entering grades K and up are eligible.   All books read count toward library reading 

program and, the Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge for school in the fall.  Sign up online 

through the library’s page for kids and teens (http://www.tolland.org/library/pages/kids-

teens)/   

*Tumble Books, the library’s e-book service for kids, also count for summer reading.  Click on 

the TumbleBooks link on the kids/teens page – you’ll need to enter your library card number to 

sign in.    

*The big kick off for the summer program begins with Mr. Magic, magician extraordinaire.   Be 

sure to sign up for the limited space for this free program on:  Thursday, June 29 at 6:30 – 7:30 

p.m.    

*Kids Book Discussions for grades 4 and up.   Thursday evening discussions in July and August.   

Books are available in June for these discussions (dates and times TBA).  The books this summer 

will be nutmeg nominees Escape From Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein, and Spy 

School by Stuart Gibbs.     

Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge –  

Information has not yet been released.  The Tolland Public Library will have information and 

materials to support this worthwhile reading program.It is important that students read 

throughout this summer vacation!   Happy reading!   

 

http://www.readingplus.com/
http://ct.evanced.info/tolland/sr/homepage.asp
http://www.tolland.org/library/pages/kids-teens)/
http://www.tolland.org/library/pages/kids-teens)/






 

 

  



 

Greetings from the Math Lab!  

My how quickly the year has gone by! Now that the warm weather is finally here, 
everyone is beginning to think about summer.  

As you know it is important for students to review math concepts and processes over 
the summer months. According to Cooper’s research “most students lose about two 
months of grade level equivalency in mathematical computation skills over the summer 
months.” Helping students practice and review math skills will help students reinforce 
prior knowledge, help students reach mastery of required concepts and increase their 
ability to use facts and operations fluently. Most importantly, summer math should 
provide opportunities to explore how we use math on a daily basis and provide 
students with a chance to have fun with mathematical concepts! 

So how can you help? Set up experiences that enable your child to use mathematical 
thinking and problem solving. Allow students to practice using their math skills in 
everyday experiences such as when going to the grocery store. Allow students to 
practice their skills by counting money, comparing prices, etc. Taking a road trip? Pack 
a deck of cards! There are many games you can play with cards such as Beat That! 
Players split the deck and flip over their top cards at the same time. Students can 
practice their multiplication skills (works for addition or subtraction too) by shouting 
the product first. Whoever, says the correct product keeps both cards.  

Be sure to keep practicing those facts! Remember, each grade level has fluency 
expectations as outlined by the Common Core. Any additional practice with these 
skills will better prepare your child for school in the fall. 

 

Grade Required Fluency 

Third Grade Add/Subtract within 1,000 
Multiply/Divide within 100 (using strategies) 
Multiply all products of one digit numbers by end of year (memory) 

Fourth Grade Add/Subtract within 1,000,000 
Multiply a whole number of up to four digits by a one digit number 
Multiply two digit numbers  

Fifth Grade Fluency with multi-digit addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.   
Develop fluency in decimal computations. 



 

Looking for some fun websites? Here are few we highly recommend. 

Funbrain – Visit the math arcade and test your skills at a variety of math tasks. 

(www.funbrain.com) 

A Plus Math – games, printables and more (www.aplusmath.com) 

Multiplication Games- practice your facts with fun-filled games at either of these sites: 

www.multiplication.com 

http://www.mathplayground.com 

Calculation Nation - Fun Games from the National Council of Teacher’s of Mathematics 

(www.calculationnation.nctm.org) 

Fraction Fling- Fling rocks at fractions to match the model 

http://www.abcya.com/fraction_fling.htm 

Fraction Fruit Splat- Add fractions (other operations available as well) to shoot the fruit target 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/mathgames/fractions/FruitShootFractionsAddition.htm 

Math Mysteries – Solve a variety of math related mysteries 

(http://teacher.scholastic.com/maven/) 

  

Doing a little summer reading? Don’t forget to check out a few math books at the 
Tolland Library over the summer months. Here are a few to get your summer reading 
started! 

Math Curse by Jon Scieszka 

Math Fables, or The Best of Times by Greg Tang 

Amanda Bean’s Amazing Dream by Cindy Neuschwander 

The Sir Cumference Series by Cindy Neuschwander 

Fractions in Disguise by Edward Einhorn 

 

Enjoy your summer! 

Christine Beaulieu, Math Interventionist 

 

http://www.funbrain.com/
http://www.aplusmath.com/
http://www.multiplication.com/
http://www.mathplayground.com/
http://www.calculationnation.nctm.org/
http://www.abcya.com/fraction_fling.htm
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/mathgames/fractions/FruitShootFractionsAddition.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/maven/


T.I.S. EVENTS CALENDAR 

 
May 
 24 Staff Appreciation 
 25 Grade 5 Chorus Step Up Concert, 7:00 AT THE MIDDLE 
  SCHOOL 
 26 Patriotic Day 
 29 NO SCHOOL 
 

June 
 1 Grade 3 Assembly (instrument demos) 
 2 Field Day (rain date 6/5) 
 5 Field Day Rain date  
 5 PTO @ BG, 7:00 pm 
 9 BEACH DAY 
 14 BOE Meeting, 7:30 pm 
 16 LAST DAY!!  HALF DAY (12:45);  
  Grade 5 Promotion Ceremony, 10:00  
  



 

 

Tolland Public Schools                         51 Tolland Green, Tolland, Connecticut 06084 

 
 

Grade 5 Promotion Ceremony 

 

February 27, 2017 

 

Dear Fifth Grade Families, 

 

In just a few short months, your fifth grade student will be getting ready to leave Tolland 

Intermediate School and continue their educational adventures as a middle schooler.  As the year 

comes to a close, we will be hosting a Fifth Grade Promotion Ceremony. More information as to 

the date and time will be forthcoming as we get closer to June, but there are many preparations 

that we begin now in order to provide a wonderful experience for our students and their families.  

 

Each year, we create a slideshow with student photographs that will be presented during the 

promotion ceremony.  As part of the slideshow, we would like to show a baby picture of each 

fifth grader.  Please use one of the two following options:  Send in a printed photograph of your 

child OR e-mail a baby picture to jkirk@tolland.k12.ct.us.  Please be sure to check which option 

you are using on the form below.  Each printed picture will be scanned and returned.  Your 

child’s name and teacher’s name should be on the back of the picture or included in the subject 

line of the e-mail.   

 

Please return the lower portion of this document, as we do need written permission for using 

your child’s pictures (baby and candids) in the slideshow. Please be advised that granting 

permission also pertains to allowing your child’s photograph to be distributed, as copies of the 

presentation will be available to each fifth grader after the promotion ceremony.   The release 

form below needs to be returned to school even if you e-mail your child’s picture.  Please return 

the form and submit your picture by Friday, March 31, 2017.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
James Dineen 

Principal 

 

mailto:jkirk@tolland.k12.ct.us


Please sign the slip below and send it in with your child’s baby picture: 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Grade 5 Promotion Ceremony Photograph Release Waiver 
 

Student Name:  ________________________________      

Homeroom Teacher: ____________________ 

 

_____ I want photographs of my child to be included in the presentation. 

_____ I do not want photographs of my child to be included in the presentation.   

______I have e-mailed my child’s picture as instructed above       

______My child’s picture is enclosed 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  

 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 
 

  

WHATS BETTER THAN PLAYING WITH AND 

LEARNING ABOUT HORSES AND THEN 

COOLING OFF IN THE POOL! 

NOTHING!!! 

P&p cAMP 
PONY AND POOL CAMP 

JULY 

18, 20, 21 

25, 27, 28 

 

AUGUST 

1, 3, 4 

8, 10, 11 

14, 16, 17* 

SESSIONS 
AVAILABLE 

 
MORNING SESSIONS 9 AM -12 PM 

 
AFTERNOON SESSIONS 1 PM -4 PM 

 

CONTACT KATIE OUELLETTE 

860-978-6145 
$100.00 PER CHILD PER SESSION 



 

 

Dear Parents, 

Each year, the exiting 5th grade students stamp their handprints on the hallways and doors of 

TIS.  We will stamp handprints on Friday, June 9th beginning at 9:00.  We have the process down 

to a science and with the right number of volunteers we can finish the entire 5th grade in about 

90 minutes.  Please consider volunteering to help with this activity.  If you are able to help, 

please complete the appropriate portion of the permission slip below.  ALL STUDENTS WILL 

NEED A PERMISSION SLIP TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS ACTIVITY.  Questions can be directed to 

Tonya Lyon at Lyonnos@comcast.net.   

***************************************************************************** 

Please complete and return the permission slip below no later than Friday, June 2nd. 

My child _____________________________________________, has my permission to stamp 

his/her handprint with latex paint on the entry doors at TIS.     

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature 

________________________________________________________ is available to help on 

June 9hat 9:00. 

I can be reached at (phone or email) ________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:Lyonnos@comcast.net


 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

The End 
 

 

 

 


