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The Werld's Largest Fish

By Guy Belieranii

Did you know the largest fish in the world
is a gentle shark with teeth so small it cannot
use them to eal? This fish is the whale shark.

An adult whale shark averages 25 feet
in length. Some reach 40 feet or more.
That’s as big as a full-sized school bus and
twice as big as a great white shark!

How can a shark grow so large if it

aoesn’t use ifs teeth to eaf? 1t filter feeds! This means it strains food from the water
Ihrough a kind of filter in ifs mouth. Another giant filter-feeder is the blue whale, but the
whaie shark filter feeds slightly differently than the blue whale.

A biue whale filters food through brush-like plates cailed baleen. The whale shark
doesn't have baleen, bul it does have gills. The whaie shark’s gills are extra special. They
have bristly sections calied gill rakers.

As The whale shark swims through 1he ocean, it sucks waier, liny plants, and
microscopic animais called plankion into its five-foot wide mouth. When the shark closes
its mouth, the waler passes over iis gills and back info the sea. However, the gill rakers
calch and filler out the plankton. The shark swallows this piankion. The shark's huge
mouih aiso caiches and swallows other small animals, including fish, shrimp, and squid.

The whale shark’s gills do more than caich plankton. Like the gills of olher fish, whale
shark gills absorlo dissoived oxygen from the waler. This oxygen passes into the gills' blood
vasseis. The heari then pumps this oxygen-rich blood 1o other parts of the body.

Another cool thing aboul The whale shark is the spols onifs body. Each whale shark

has o unique spot pattern. Scientists sludying whale sharks have used this 1o help lell one

whcie shark from anolher.

Did you know? Some people go diving with whale sharks because of Ihair gentle nature.
Would YOU go diving with a whale shark?
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The World's Largest Fish

By Guy Belleranti

1. Based on the informalion in the arlicle, which fact about whale

sharks is notf true?

a. Whale sharks have a unique patiern of spois on their bodies.
b. Whale sharks filter plankton through their gill rakers.

c. Whale sharks are mammails, like the blue whale.

d. Whale sharks are about fwice as big as great white sharks.

2. According to the article, a whale shark is o filter feeder just like which other large ocean

3. How does a whale shark's gilis help it with filter feeding?

4. The four animais in the box are mentioned in the arlicle.
On the lines below, rewrite the animal names in order from smaillest to largest.

-

great while shark whale shark plankfon shrimp

5. Based on yourunderstanding of what you read in the arlicle, what do all the
lollowing lrails have in common’?
»  humaon fingerprinds
¢ leopard spots

e whale shark markings
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The Weorld's Largest Fish

By Guy Belierenti

Maitch each vocabulary word from the reading passage with ihe
correct definition.

__ . 1. gentle a. take in or soak up something

_________________ _ 2. fitter b. microscopic organisms that float in the sea,
which many larger animals depend on for
food

fubes in the body that carry blood to Ihe

3. unique C.
organs and fissues

4. plankton ’ d. fully grown; mature

5. bristly e. distinctive; special

6. absorb f. causes food to move down the throal
7. oxygen g. mild-mannered, kind, or tender
8. blood vessels h. having a rough and prickly lexfure
9. swallows i. achemcal elemen! humans and animecis
- need to breathe in orcer 1o survive
10. acult j. strain oul unwanted malerial
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Y Equivalent chiions)

Match the fractions on the left with equivalent fractions on the right.
Write the correct letters on the lines.
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